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^^^^HIS  liiimble  volume  is  the  results  of 
^i-   mere  fragments  of  time,  covering  a 

rr^   &    P<?i'iocl  of  five  years,  and  I  do  not  claim 
A.      ^   perfection,  and  can  not  hope  to  evade 
•^H  H^   the  most  fastidious  will  find  this  book 

^J^^^cg^  tlio  eye  of  the  shrewd  critic.  I  believe 
at  least  entertaining.  In  writing  this  history  I  do 
so  with  the  full  knowledge  that  it  is  not  complete  as 
I  would  like  to  have  it.  But  I  shall  endeavor  to 
write  this  work  making  no  attempt  at  romance  or 
a  gi-eat  literary  production,  but  in  m}'  own  plain 
blunt  way,  will  endeavor  to  gathel'  some  incidents 
that  happened  during  the  lives  of  our  forefathers 
and  mothers,  and  the  many  trials  and  hardships 
they  had  to  undergo  in  blazing  the  trail  and  hewing 
the  way  to  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  productive 
regions  of  the  United  States.  Ever}^  reader  of  tliis 
historical  sketch  will  think  it  should  have  been  bet- 
ter than  it  is.     (I  think  so  too.) 

To  all  those  who  gave  me  infonnation  and  assist- 
ance have  my  sincere  thanks.  The  time  of  births 
and  deaths  of  some  of  the  older  people  are  lost  and 
the  dates  given,  if  Avrong,  may  be  corrected  at  some 
future  time.  To  John  L.  RoBards  of  Hannibal,  jMo., 
Miss  Lillian  RoBards  of  Madisonville,  Ky.,  Mrs. 
Ella  ]\[.  RoBards  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  Miss  Willie 
Cooper  RoBards  of  Clarksdale,  ^^lississippi,  ^Irs. 
Bf'ttie  RoBards,  Shepherdsville,  Ky.,  and  Mrs.  Nan- 
nie RoBards,  St  Louis,  Mo.,  I  make  my  acknowl- 
edgments in  gi^'ing  me  the  history  of  the  difCerejit 
families  and  to  them  I  am  under  very  strong  obli- 
gations. Yours  truly, 

JA?^1ES  IL  ROBARDS. 
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TfieRoBards, Family, 

5^^^-^^-^^^^^ HE  history  of  tlic  remote  nn- 

S^ISISISISS^^  cestry  of  the  RoBards  Family 
M<ii''^H^'4'B4-B<>ii:h^  is  meagre,  vag-ue  and  unsatis- 
^fttnpf^tM  factory.  ■It  seems  clear  '  and 
fe^®<>i§J    k    ^^"Wi  positive  that  the  paternal  an- 

^S^StttttS^  England,  and  who  were"  his 
^^u^-^^^-^^-^z^r^^f^  ancestors' there   is  no  reliable 

information.  Tradition  has  it  that  one  William  Ro- 
Bards, a  Welchman,  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Goochland  connty,  Virginia,  and  tliere  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Sallie  Hill  of  the  well  knoAvn 
Hills  who  were  kin  of  the  Imboden  and  iMosl^y  fam- 
ilies of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina.  (We  think 
this  is  a  mistake.)  John  RoBards  came  to- Virginia 
about  1710.  We  have  a "  certified  copy  of  his  will 
dated  May  20,  1755  (see  his- will).  'John  RoBards 

•probably  mixrricd  Sarali  HiH"'an"d  had  one  son,  Wil- 
liam RoBards,  but  as- to  tlie-tinie  of'J-cilm 'KoBrtrds' 

"  marriage 'we' Have  ri'o  record*  aiiiT  'thd  ttrth  ;<')f  William 
Rol^ards-and  his  niarrkige'-1:'()^ifs  fu'',<ii- W.i.fCj  Uhilxt  is 
known.*' •'  Biit"  bVginhiiig"  with  Willi'a'n'i  RaKxiVrdt^.wo 
pass  out  of  the  domain  of  tradition 'and  can  trace 
their  history  with  a  rcnisonaljle  degree  of  Certainty 
up  to  and  during  tlie  revolutionary  war  and  down 
to  the  pi'es(»nt  time. 


In  all  this  vast  region  of  country  lying  cast  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  south  of  the  great  lakes 
France  at  one  time  claimed  a  nominal  ownership, 
until  the  defeat  of  the  French  m  1759,  when  it  jjassed 
into  possession  of  the  British  crown.  When  the  war 
for  independence,  came  on  the  British  agents  were 
active  in  Stirling  up  the  Indians  to  make  war  on 
the  frontier.  The  Kentuckians  were  the  principal 
sufferers.  In  1778  Patrick  Henry,  then  governor 
of  ^Virginia,  sent  an  aiiny  to  attack  the  British  posts 
in  the  west  on  the  Illinois  river.  Providence  fa- 
vored this  enterprise.  Tlie -'English  were  expelled 
from  the  Illinois  country  and  the  A'^ast  country  be- 
came a  part  of  Virginia.  ,  In  1784  Virginia  ceded 
to  the  United  States  all  her  claim  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river.  Various  changes  in  the  territorial  gov- 
enmient  were  made  frorii  time  to  time  and  state 
after  state  was  admitted  into  the  union.  In  tlime, 
1792,  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  Virginia,  was  made 
a  state. 

■  The  town  of  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  was  established 
June  16,  1774,  by  James  Harrod  and  about  forty 
companions  who  found  their  way  doAvn  the  Ohio 
river  near  where  Louisville,  Ky.,  now  stands,  then 
bv  land  to  the  central  part  of  Kentucky,  now  i\Iercer 
county.  From  the  settlement  of  Harrodsburg  in 
June,  1774,  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  as  a  state 
in  June,  1792,  was  eighteen  years. 
'■■1  In  1784  Mrs.  Elizabeth  RoBards  came  to  the  dis- 
tnct  of  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  Virgmia,  bringing 
iK^.iii  he'r  a  large  family  of  children  and  many  slaves. 
Ser  h'usb'aiad,  William  foBards,  hamig  dieU-  in 
•!D^>etober,  1783,  in  Goocliiaiid  county,  Virginia,  and 
made  provisions  in  his  will  for  expenses  of  her  re- 
moving to  Kentucky.     (See  will  on  page  14.) 
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John  EoBfixds,  Bv.,  Family    • 

John  EoBards,  colonist,  planter,  came  from 
Wales,.  England,  1710,  and  located  in  Henrico  coun- 
ty, Va.  (now  Goochland  county,  Va.),  where  he  died 
testate,  May,  ,1755.  His  wife,  Sarah  RoBards,  and 
son,  William  RoBards,  survived.  The  following  is 
a  certified  copy  of  his  will: 


WILL  OF  JOHN  ROBARDS,  SR. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Robards  of 
Goochland  county  <fec,  I  dispose  of  my  estate  as 
f  olloweth : 

Item.  I  lend  to  my  beloved  Wife  Sarah  Robards 
two  Ncgros,.Bury  and  Peter,  Peter  and  part  of  my 
Land  and  likewise  part  of  ye  House  and  furniture 
as  long  as  she  continues  a  Wider  and  then  to  fall  to 
my  Son  William  Robards. 

Item.  I  Give  to  my  Son  William  Robards,  two 
Ncigros,  Bristor  and  Bess,  and  the  Land  he  now  live 
on  with  all  the  Cattle  Horses  i\Iaress  Siiccu  uuggo 
and  all  that  belongs  to  ye  Plantation  onley  desier 
his  Mother,  may  have  a  liveing  out  of  itt  as  long  as 
Shee  Live. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  Granson  John  Robards  one 
Neigro  bo.v  named  Sam  and  one  hors  Bridle  and 
Sadie  and  6116  Lot  of  Land  in  A  certain  Tov/n  vallee, 
Westham,  if  ho  should  die  \\dthout  Eair  Lawfoli  be- 
got ting  th'ell  to  go  to  bis  Brother  William  Robards. 

Also  I  due  Ordain  and  appint  my  Lbveing  Wife 
and  Son  my  Sole  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  Given  under  mv  hand  and  Seal  this  lift 
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day  of  Discember  in- ye  year  of  our  Lord  God  1754. 

Test.         -  •  •.  ,,,^v. 

Walter  Leak 
George  Payne,  Jimr. 
George  Pavne 

JOHN'  ROBARDS.     (Seal.) 

At  a  Court  held  for  Goochland  County  .May  tlic 
20th,  1755,  George  Payne,  Gent,  and  (ieo.  Payne, 
Junior,  Proved  this  Writing  to  bc^  the  last  Will  and 
Testament  of  John  Rolxirds  deceased,  which  was 
Ordered  to  be  Recorded.      .  •    Teste. 

A  Copy  Teste  ^  Val.  Wood,  CI.  Cur. 

Moses  T.  Monteiro,  Clerk.  -'' 

The  spelling  and  phraseology  ol:  the  foregohig 
document  is  of  interest  to  the  present  enlightened 
and  educated  generation. 


■    ■■ "  r  ' 

■"'  William  RoBards,  Sr.,  Family 
'.  William,  the  only  son  of  John  and  Sarah  lio- 
Bards,-was  twice  married.  Tlis  first  wlf(^  (probably 
Sallie  Hill)  had  four  children,  namely,  Jolni.  Wil- 
liam, James  and  Jane.  His  first  wife  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1756. 

1.  John  RoBards,  Jr.,  married  Sanib  Mai-sball, 
July  9,  1772.  They  had  three  sous.  A\'i]li;im  .•uid 
Marshall,  twins,  bom  January  24,  177!,  and  Jobu, 
who  was  born- July -21,.  1782,  .and  died,  testate  in 
Mercer  .county,'  Kentucky,  August,  1845.  Me  had 
three  sons,  N<Lthamd.  An.(lre.\v,  J  U'org't;  M  axns(  nV  and 
John  Henry.  Nothing  further  is  kUowu'  "of  tliis 
family.     (See  his  w.ill  under  M  is<'(4laiia('ous.~) 

2.  William  RoBards,  Jr.,  mari-icMl  his  first  wilV, 
Elizabeth  P.  Cocke,  Januaiw  ;5,  1774,  in  Gooclilaud 
county,   Va.     He   married   his   second    wile,    i\]i/a 
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Lewis,  September  7,  1781,  in  Goochland  county,  Ya. 
See  further  record  of  this  family. 

3.  James  RoBards  married  Mary  Massie,  1774. 
They  had  two  sons,  William  and  ISTathaniel.  Xa- 
thaniel  married  JMary  Rodley.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  son,  Willis  L.,  a  lawyer,  and  one  daughter, 
Eliza,  who  married  James  Jlowell  Wilkes  and  lived 
in  Tennessee. 

4.  Jane  KoBards  married  Sanuiel  Mosby  in 
1773.    Nothing  further  known  of  this  family. 

William  RoBards,  Sr.  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Lewis.  They  were  married  January  5,  1758.  We 
give  a  synopsis  of  their  marriage  bond  issued  De- 
cember 24,  1757:  . 

Dec.  24,  1757.  William  RoBards  to  Elizabeth 
Lewis.  Security  George  Payne,  clerk  Val  Wood. 
'Certificate  of  consent  of  Joseph  Lewis  father  of 
Elizabeth.  Witnesses  Wm.  Lewis,  James  Cocke  and 
John  Lewis.     (Douglas  Register.) 

The  children  of  William  and  Eliza])eth  (Lewis) 
RoBards  Avere  christened  in  St.  James  Northam 
Parish,  Goochland  county,  Va. 

1.  Lewis  JvoBards,  1)orn  ]3ecember,  1758.  ^Tar- 
ried Hannah  A\'iim,  daughter  of  James  Winn.  See 
further. 

2.  George  RoBards,  born  August  5,  1760,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  B.  Sampson,  1785,  daughter  of 
Charles  Sampson.     See  further. 

3.  Jesse  RoBards,  born  April  19,  17G2,  married 
Frances  Perkins,  daughter  of  Joseph  Perkins.  •  See 
■further.  •  •       .  '• 

4.  Sallie  RoBards,  born  January  25,  1765,  mar- 
ried Capt.  John  Jouett.     Sc^e  further. 

5.  Joseph  RoBards,  born  December   10,   1766, 
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married    Nancy    Harris.      Lived    in    Brcckenrid2:c 
county,  Kentucky.    See  further. 

().  Elizabeth  Lewis  RoBards,  born  April  10. 
1771,  married  Capt.  William  Buckner,  Surveyor 
(leneral  oi:  Kentucky,  when  it  was  yet  a  colony. 
They  were  married  in  IMcrcer  county,  Kentucky, 
niid  ])ad  a  hoji,  nabricl  At.,  and  a  dauj^ditev,  F^li;'.n])eth 
L.  She  was  the  grandmother  of  a  distinguislKHl 
line,  iucludiug  General  Simon  Boliver  Buckner,  the 
Honocnble  Ricliai'd  A.  Buckner  and  several  decend- 
ants  \vh<.)  were  members  of  congress.  Nothing  fur- 
the]'  of  this  famih\ 

■  7.  Robert  RoBards,  born  December  7,  1773,  died 
unmarried.  See  settlement  of  his  estate  in  Aliscel- 
laneous. 

William  RoBards  died  testate,  December,  1783, 
in  Goochland  county,  Virginia.  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
died  testate.  May,  1805,  in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky. 
Following  are  certilied  copies  of  the  wills  of  WilJir.m 
and  Elizabeth  RoBards. 

-In  the/name  of  God  Amen;  I  William  Robai'ds  of 
(Toochland  county,  do  make  this  my  last  will  Oc  testa- 
ment in  manner  and  form  following,  viz: 

Imr>rimis.  I  desire  that  my  Just  Delfts  Legacys 
i\:c.  be  pair!  by  my  executors  hereafter  named. 

Ileui.  I  giA'c  to  my  beh-ved  wifr  Elizabeth  Ko- 
ba!"«)s  t!»  Itc  a.t  her  nv.n  di^i^osal  a  Negro  girl  called 
.[iidah  cvT  my  Sori'ol  Ala  re  l")nucrbt  of  .Mrs.  LucyAA''ood. 

Ttc]ii.  T  lend  to  my  s,d  Wife  Elizabeth  ns  long  ns 
She  reiuaijis  m}' Wido'w  the  eleven  following  Negros, 
v.z.  E-t/b,  KarnjVfo-p.,  Taxi,  Peter.  Frank,  Anth'ny. 
Jane,  Sail,  Sarah.  S.^m  &  Bri=^.tr,'l.,  {c  at  her  deecn?^ 
to  hn  ciibieot  to  the  following  division  Viz  Bob, 
Hampton,  Patt,  Sail,  Frank,  Sam  &  their  future 
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Increase  to  be  divided  equally  between  Lewis, 
George,  Jesie,  Sally,  Joe,  Betty  Lewis  &  Robert  Ro- 
bards,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever;  Peter,  An- 
thony, Jane,  Sarah  &  Bristol  with  their  future  In- 
crease to  be  equally  divided  between  the  whole  of 
iTiy  children  and  their  lieirs  forever,  saving  that  the 
heirs  of  either  of  them  sliall  stand  as  one  person,  and 
have  one  share  only  but  sliould  either  of  my  children 
by  my  present  wife  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  loose  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  their  Negroes  which  I  shall 
hereafter  give  them,  I  tlien  direct  that,  such  loss  be 
made  good  in  quantity  out  of  the  childre^i  that  shall 
hereafter  be  born  of  the  wenches  lent  my  w^ife  as 
above,  but  should  their  be  no  such  Negroes  born  I 
desire  their  loss  to  be  made  good  out  of  the  s,d  lent 
Negroes  and  then  an  equal  division  to  take  place  in 
manner  and  form  as  a])ove  directed.  , 

Item.  I  lend  to  my  said  wife  Elizabeth  all  my 
Stock  of  IIors(;s,  (^attle.  Sheep  &  Hogs  to  be  by  her 
given  out  to  her  children  now  living  or  their  survi- 
vors in  equal  proportions  as  may  be  most  convenient 
&  as  their  needs  may  require;  I  also  lend  her  one 
Young  S<n'i'el  ^Nlare  in  order  to  raise  colts  for  my 
younger  children;  furthermore  I  lend  unto  my  s,d 
Avife  all  my  household  &  kitchen  furniture,  together 
with  tlie  plantation  utencils  except  such  articles  as 
1  shall  liereafter  dispose  of  by  w'ill,  and  at  her 
decease  I  give  the  s'd  articles  to  my  son  Robert.  I 
also  give  my  s'd  wife  one  feather  bed  &  furniture  to 
l)e  lier  own.  choice. 

Hem.  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  son  Lewis 
Kol)ards  two  negi'oes  viz.  Ned  and  Tukey,  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever,  but  should  the  negro  Ned  be  so 
injured  by  a  sore  at  present  on  his  hand  that  Ik.' 
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would  chiise  another  I  then  give  the  boy  Anthony 
lent  my  Avife  and  the  s'd  Ned  to  stand  in  the  place 
of  s,d  Anthony  and  be  subject  to  the  same  division 
that  Anthony  now  is,  in  the  clause  above.  I  also 
give  to  my  s,d  son  Lewis  thirty  pounds  specie  to 
ho  ]m\(\  him  in  equal  proportions  by  liis  brothers  & 
sisters,  unless  it  can  be  raised  out  of  the  estato  whlcJl 
I  choose  should  be  done  by  the  sale  of  some  part  of 
my  stock.  I  likewise  give  my  s,d  son  Lewis  one 
feather  bed  &  furniture. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  George  Ro- 
bards,  two  negroes  viz.  George  &  *Aggy  to  liim  &  his 
heirs  forever.  I  also  give  him  one  feather  bed  *fc 
furniture  and  one  good  saddle. 

Item.  I  give  &  bequeatli  to  my  son  Jesie  Eo- 
bards  two  negroes  viz.  Bartlett  &  Lucy,  to  him  &  his 
heirs  forever,  with  one  feather  bed  &  furniture,  one 
good  horse,  saddle  &  bridle  to  be  purcluised  by  my 
executor  if  necessary. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Sally 
Eobards  three  negroes  viz.  jMilly,  ^lolly  &  Billey, 
one  feather  bed  &  furniture,  one  saddle  &  bridle  & 
the  colt  that  came  of  David  Grantums  j\Lnre,  to  lier 
&  her  heirs  forever,  if  necessary. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Joseph  Ro- 
bards  two  negroes  viz.  Stephen  &  Greasy,  one  feath- 
er bed  and  furniture,  one  horse,  bridle  and  saddle, 
to  be  purcha^sed  by  my  executors  if  necessary,  which  I 
give  to  him  and  liis  heirs  forever. 

Item.    I    give    and    bequeath    to    my    daughter. 
Betsy  Lewis  Robards  two  negroes  viz.  Dilse  &  Cyn- 
thia, to  her  and  her  heirs  forevei',  one  feather  bed 
and  furniture,  one  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  to  be 
piu'chased  by  my  executors,  if  necessary. 


')';)  ..  •     ,^;    \.'{'{       .      •'. 
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Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Robert 
Eobards  two  negroes  viz.  Dick  and  Celia,  one  feather 
bed  and  furniture,  one  horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  to 
him  and  his  heirs  forever..  .  . 
''  Item.  I  lend  to  my  son  John.  Robards  during 
hJH  natiu'iil  life  one  nogro  girl  named  Esther  and  at 
his  decease  1  give  the  s,d  negi'O  and  lii'l'  iucrdasi;  to 
be  equally  divided  amongst  the  children  he  shall 
have  by  his  present  wife  and  their  heirs  forever; 
which  s,d  negro  I  put  in  his  j^ossession  some  years 
ago.  •■■■•..  ..        .  .. , 

Item.  I  give  and  1)equeatli  to  my  son  James  Ko- 
bards  five  shilling  sterling  c^  no  more  having  hereto- 
fore gi\'en  him  his  proportion  of  my  estate. 

Item.  I  giv(!  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Jane 
jNIosby  one  negro  woman  named  Tal),  to  her  and  her 
lieirs  forever. 

Item.  I  lend  unto  my  beloved  wife  Elizabeth 
Robards  during  her  natural  life,  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  wliich  said  land 
Capt.  Robert  Mos1)y  bought  for  me  of  ]\lr.  Hubbard 
Taylor  of  the  county  of  Caroline,  and  for  paymt.  of 
which  I  have  with  s,d  Mosby  given  bond  for  four 
negros,  Sl  I  do  hcj-('1)y  direct  my  executors  to  comply 
Avith  s,d  pui'chase  and  take  a  deed  in  the  name  of -my 
son  Robert  Robardft  for  s,d  land.  Nevertheless  my 
.s,d  wife  is  to  have,  hold, "'occupy  &  possess  the  same 
undisturbed  &  without 'impeachment  of  waste  so 
long  as  she  shall  live  ()nly  allowing  to  my  s,d  son 
Robert  the  privil(\gc  Of  settlingou  part  of  s,d  land 
if  necessity  requires. 

Item.  I  give  and  devise  to  my  "four  sons  Lewis, 
Oeorg(\  Jesse  nud  Joseph  my  locations  of  land  in 
that  pjirt  of'  Yirginia  call'd  Kentucky,  containing 
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eighteen  hundred  acres,  and  when  surveyed  to  bo 
equally  divided  between  them  according  to  quantity 
and  quality,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.  And 
whereas  I  have  a  right  of  one  moiety  of  fourteen 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  afores,d  part  of  the 
country,  purchased  by  Capt.  Robt.  Mosby  of  Henry 
Garrett  and  Thomas  Johnson  of  Louisa  county,  for 
wch  s,d  land  is  now  a  law  suit  instituted  in  the  gen- 
eral court.  It  is  my  desire  whether  the  s,d  land  or 
moiety  to  the  value  thereof  be  recovered,  that  the 
same  be  equally  divided  between  my  afores,d  sons 
Lewis,  George,  Jesse,  and  Joseph. 

I^rm.  I  give  and  devise  to  my*  seven  sons  John, 
.^.^cuii,  Lewis,  George,  Jesse,  Joseph  &  Robert  Ro- 
bards,  each  their  equal  proportion  of  a  treasury  war- 
rant taken  in  my  name  for  six  thousand  acres  of 
land,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.     .        .    •      • 

Item'.  I  give  and  devise  to  my  five  sons  Lewis, 
George,  Jesse,  Joseph  &  Robert  Robards,  an  officer's 
right  bought  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Payne  for  one 
thousand  acres  of  land  to  be  equally  divided  accord- 
ing to  quantity  and  quality,  to  them  and  their  heirs 
forever. 

Item.  I  give  unto  my  beloved  wife  Elizabetli 
Robards  until  they  are  free  by  their  indentures,  t'ne 
service  of  Chesa  and  Patty  Cousins,  two  mulattoes. 

Item.  The  crop  of  tx)bacco,  wheat,  com,  &c.  to- 
gether with  the  fattening  bogs  I  leave  for  the  use  o.f 
my  family. 

Item.  After  aU  my  just  debts  are  paid,  the  ex- 
pense of  moving  my  family  to  Kentucky  and  the 
necessary  comforts  of  life  procured  for  them,  I  then 
desire  that  all  the  money  on  hand  collected  from  bills, 
bonds  and  open  accounts,  or  by  any  otlier  vray  or 
means  whatever,  be  equally  divided  among  my  seven 


,.    P    |.•^•.. 


WILLIAM  ROBARDS,  SR.,  FAMILY  17 

children  b}^  my  present  wife  and  the  three  following 
children  by  my  first  wife,  viz.  John  &  William  Ro- 
bards  &  Jane  Mosby. 

Item.  All  the  estate  left  me  by  the  last  will  & 
testament  of  Joseph  Lewis,  senior,  deceased,  I  ^iyq 
and  bequeath  to  be  equally  divided  between   my 

mvm  elil]dr(>i}  by  my  hint  ^vHV  y'vA,  LeNvin,  (i('or!J^«\ 

Jesse,  Sally,  Joe,  Betsey  Lewis  &  Robert  liobards 
and  their  heirs  forever. .  ;•  , 

Lastly.  I  do  constitute  and  appoint  my  beloved 
wife  Elizabeth  Robards  my  sons  William  and  George 
Robards  with  my  friend  Wm.  Lewis,  executors  of 
this  my  last  will  &  testament.  In  witness  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  set  ray  hand  and  seal  this  sixteenth 
day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand, seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and     .    •        '    •■■    . 
declared  in  presence  of  us.  -    '  ■ 

Geo.  Payne.  William  Robards,  (Seal) 

John  Lewus 

Joseph  Lewis,  Jr. 

At  a  court  held  in  Goochland  county  Dec'r  15th, 
1783^  this  writing  was  proved  by  the  oaths  of  Geo. 
Payne,  John  Lewis  &  Jos.  Lewis  to  be  the  last  Avill 
and  testament  of  William  Robards,  dec'd,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  recorded.        Teste,  G.  Payne,  clerk. 

A  cojjy  teste,  Moses  T.  Monteiro,  clerk. 

WILL  OF  ELIZABETH  ROBARDS 
In  the  name  of  God,  amen,  J  Elizabeth  Robards 
of  Mercer  county,  being  of  soimd  mind  and  memory 
and  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and 
that  it  is  ordained,  for  all  to  die,  do  make  tliis  my  last 
will  and  testament,  revoking  all  other  wills  hereto- 
fore l)v  me  made. 


is  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  ROBARDS  FAMILY 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Robards  my 
negro  girl  Phillis  or  my  negro  woman  Judy  which- 
ever he  may  choose  at  my  death,  they  and  their  in- 
(^rease  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Robards  my 
negro  girl  Frank  now  in  the  possession  of  my  son 
LcwIh  RobdrdH  to  him,  th6  said  JoHcpli  EobardH  niid 
Jiis  heirs  forever.    ,  '  . 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Jo.^cph  Robards  "my  mare 
and  her  increases,  except  I  formerly  gave  to  George 
Joiiitt  and  including  one  of  her  colts  formerly  sold 
by  my  son  Joseph  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Robards  two 
feather  beds  and  furniture,  his  clioice  out  of  all  my 
beds  and  furniture,  but  he  is  to  have  no  part  of  the 
other  beds  and  furniture  after  making  his  choice  as 
just  above  said. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Jos.  Robards  a  cow  I 
bought  of  negro  Ned  and  her  increase,  and  a  cow  I 
received  for  the  hire  of  Mary  and  her  increase.  Also 
one  black  cow  now  in  my  possession  and  her  in- 
crease, but  is  to  have  1-10  share  of  the  residue  of  the 
cattle. 

.,:,  Jtem.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Robards  half  of 
my  sheep  and  half  of  my  hogs  after  taking  from  them 
his  own  stock  and  all.  the' household  and  kitchen  fur- 
niture and  plantation  and  farming  utensils  and  the 
fowls  of  every  kind. 

'■'Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Robards  ail  the 
crop  of  every  kind  growing  or  in  my  possession  at 
iny  death.  ■••-;•   ••       \  ■■''•     ^'-y 

'  '  Item.  Geo.  Robards  having  lent  me  a'mar^to 
pay  for  the  building- of 'the  house  in  which  I  now 
live,  the  price  of  this  after  deducting  from  the  pnce; 
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the  amount  of  Thomas  Ball  account  against  Archi- 
bald Sampson,  decVl^  but  if  the  account  cannot  be 
obtained  from  Ball,  Joseph  Robards  is  to  pay  his 
brother  George  seventy  dollars. 

Item.  I  give  to  ^lortimer  Robards,  son  of  Lewis 
Hobards,  a  Rori'cd  rnnvo  colt  which  came  out  of  tlw* 
white  stray  mare. 

Item.  I  give  to  Gabriel  M.  Buckner,  son  of  Wm. 
Buckner,  the  colt  the  white  stray  nsrare  shall  first 
have  after  the  date  of  the  will. 

Item.  I  give  to  Elizabeth  L.  Buckner,  daughter 
of  Wm.  Buckner,  the  white  mare  just  spoken  of. 

Item.  The  residue  of  my  estate  of  every  sort 
after  paying  oft'  the  special  legacies  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  including  all  now  in  my  possession,  in  the 
possession  of  Rob  Mosby,  Esq.,  and  in  the  possession 
of  my  brotlicr,  Joseph  Lewis,  I  leave  to  be  equally 
divided  among  my  children  or  their  legal  heirs. 

Item.  Joseph  Robards  is  to  pay  all  the  debts 
contracted  by  me  from  the  conmiencement  of  the 
year  1798  to  my  death  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  legacies  herein  given  to  him  this  25  day  of  March, 
1805. 

her 
ELIZABETH    X    ROBARDS. 
mark 

Acknowledged  in  the  presence  of  Thos.  T.  Davis, 
Betty  Davis,  Thomas  Wood,  David  Mosby. 

I  hereby  appoint  Joseph  Robards,  Geo.  Robards, 
Le-^is  Robards  and  Jessie  Robards  to  this  my  last 
will  and  testament. 
Mercer  County,  Set-,  May  County  Court,  1805. 

This  last  will  and  testament  of  Elizabeth  Robards, 
deceased,  was  exliibited  into  court  and  proved  ])y 
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the  oaths  of  David  Mosby  and  Thomas  AVood,  two 
subscribing  teste  witnesses  thereto,  and  ordered  to 
be  reeoi'ded. 

TITO.  ALLEN,  Clk. 
A  copy  att.  W.  J.  Potect,  Clk.]\h  C.  C. 
By  Ceo.  F.  Robards,  I).  C. 

Wm.  RoBards,  Jr.,  Family. 
William  Robards,  Jr.,  seeond  son  of  William  Ro- 
bards,  Sr.,  and  his  lirst  wife,  was  born  in  Ooochland 
county,  Virginia,  1751.  lie  was  twice  married,  Jiis 
first  wife  being  Ji;iizal)et]i  Pheasants  (V:)eke.  They 
were  married  in  Coocldand  county,  Vii'ginia,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1774.  They  had  two  daughtei's,  Betsy  and 
Polly.  Betsy  Robards  married  Thomas  Davis,  first 
congressman  I'rom  Kentucky.  Polly  Roljards  mar- 
ried a  brother  of  Davis  (name  not  given).  After  the 
death  of  Thomas  Davis  his  widow  (Betsy)  married 
the  Honorable  David  Floyd  and  had  one  son,  Col. 
Robert  Floyd.     (See  his  will.)     .        . 

William  Robards,  Jr.,  lirst  wife  died  in  1780.  lie 
married  liis  second  wife,  Eliza  Lewis,  in  Goochland 
county,  Virginia,  Septemher  7,  1781,  an.d  moved  to 
Jessamine  county,  Kentucky,  where  ho  died  testate 
November  18, 1823,  aged  73  years,  and  his  wife,  Eliza, 
died  Fe])ruary  24,  1840,  in  Jessaniiiu^  count}',  Ken- 
tucky. Their  cliildren,  viz.;  1.  Nancy,  wil'cof  Wil- 
liam (^aldwcdl;  2.  William  Robards  had  two  boys, 
William  A.,  deceased,  who  was  aftoi'ucy  gc^neral  of 
Missouri,  and  John  Al.,  (U'ceased,  was  a  mer<'luuit  at 
Centralia,  jMissouri,  and  mai*ried  Ann  I*hillips,  de- 
ceased. William  A.  Robards'  children  live  in  Mis- 
souri. 

3.     Susanna  Robards  died  unmarried. 
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4.  Kebekali  Robards  married  Lewis  Singleton 
'and  had  six  children,,  viz.;  Otho,  I\lilton,  Keene, 
Thomas,.  Kittic  and  Henrietta. 

5.  Kittie  Robards  married  three  times,  first  to 
■ ■ —  Keene  and  had  three  children,  viz.;  Eliza- 
beth, William  R.  and  Gabriel  ]\[.  Her  second  hus- 
band was  James  T.  Harvey*  One  son  by  Harvey, 
After  his  death  she  married  ''AVidower"  Singleton 
and  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  Charles.  •    ,: 

6.  0th o  Robards,  born  February  24,  1794,  mar- 
ried Cassic  Gregg  (nee  Pitts).  She  was  the  widow 
of  Dr.,  Gregg  of  Scott  county,  Kentucky.  Otho  Ro- 
bards diedin  1868,  at  74  years  of  ag'e.  Hsi  Avife  died, 
aged  89  years.  Their  children,  viz.:  John  Milton, 
William  Otho,  Elizabeth,  James  H.  R.,  Younger  P., 
Kittie,  Lewis  and  J  ane. 

Wilfiam  Robards,  Jr.,  was  a-soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Enlisted  May,  1778,  to  December, 
1778.  Was  orderly  sergeant.  His  captain  was  Na- 
thaniel Massie.  July  to  November,  1780,  ranked  as 
commissary  under  Captain  Curd  and  Lieut.  George 
Robards,.  in  Colonel  Lucas'  command.  January  to 
August,  1781,  orderly  sergeant  under  Capt.  Lewis 
Robards,  Colonel  Lucas'  regiment.  He  was  at  the 
burning  of  RJchmond  and  skiiinisli  near  James  river. 
He  was  in  the  battle  at  Camden  and  was  severely 
wounded  ])y  the  side  of  his  brother,  Captain  George 
Robards. 

'  AVTLL  OP  WTLLTAI\r  ROBARDS,  JR. 

In  the  nam(^  of  God,  Amen,  I  William  Robards  of 
the  county  of  Jessamine,  and  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
being  in  low  state  ol'  health  but  perfect  mind  and 
memory,  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in 
form  and  manner  as  folio weth,  to-wit:    First,  that 
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my  funeral  expenses  is  paid  and  after  that  all  my 
just  debts  shall  be  paid.  After  that  I  give  to  my  son, 
William  Robards,  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  where 
he  form.erly  lived  in  Jessamine  county,  a  part  of 
James  Logan's  land  I  purchased  of  him.  I  also  give 
him  six  hundred  and  one  acres  of  land  in  Ohio  coun- 
ty on  a  branch  of  the  Green  river  lying  on  a  branch 
of  said  river  called  Lewis  ci'(K^k,  de^d  rocoi'ded  in 
the  Nelson  county  clerk's  office.  I  also  give  liim  one 
hundred  dollars  in  silver  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

I  then  give  to  my  daughter  Betsy  Floyd  five  dol- 
lars having  given  her  recently  one  hundred  dollars 
in  silver  and  thi'ee  hundred  dojlars  in  commionwealth 
paper. 

1  then  give  to  my  daughter  Polly  Davis  five  dol- 
lars having  given  her  recently  one  hundred  dollai'S 
in  silver  and  three  hundred  dollars  in  commonwealth 
paper 

I  then  give  to  my  daughter  Nancy  Caldwell  one 
hundred  dollars  in  silver.  I  then  give  to  my  daughter 
Rebecca  Singleton  one  hundred  dollars  in  silver.  I 
then  give  to  my  daughter  Kitty  T.  Harve}"  one  hun- 
di'ed  dollars  in  silver. 

My  will  and  desire  is  that  my  daughter  Kitty  T. 
Ilarvey  shall  live  in  my  house  as  one  of  my  family, 
also  three  cliildren,  E]iza))eth,  William  R.  and 
(jia))riel  M.  Keene,  as  long  as  she  remain  a  widow  and 
no  longer. 

I  then  lend  to  my  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Robards 
the.  tract  or  parcel  of  land  I  now  live  on,  and  a! I 
appertaining  thereto,  in  full  possession,  as  long  as 
she  live  and  after  her  death  I  give  it  to  my  son  Otlio 
Robards  to  dispose  of  as  he  may  think  proper,  by 
giving,  selling  or  otherwise.     1  also  give  him  one 
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.hundred. dollars  in  silver,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  for- 
ever. 

My  desire  is  that  my  grandson  William  R.  Keene 
shall  have  as  much  money  out  of  my  estate  as  will 
purchase  him  a  likely  negro  boy  between  the  age  of 
nine  and  tv^^elve  years,  and  in  case  my  grandson 
should  die  before  he  becomes  to  the  age  of  twenty,  it 
is  to  be  divided  between  his  sister  Elizabeth  and 
Gabriel  M.  Keene. 

,^,  I  leave  my  unfortunate  Susanna  Robards,  five 
dollars  and  to  be  supported  out  of  my  estate  as  long 
as  my  wife  lives  ^^nd  after  her  death  a  good  support 
out  of  my  estate , as  long  as  she  live,  to  be  in  care  of 
my  wife  as  long  as  she  live. 

I  then  give  balauce  of  my  estate  to  my  wife  Eliza- 
beth Robards,  the, ".following  property,  Old  James, 
Rachel,  Jacob,  Betty,  Hannah  and  Harvey,  Young 
James,  Bristor,  Nelson,^  Daniel  and  Saul,  Little 
James,  Bill,  Amanda,  Eliza  and  child,  America,  Dolly 
and  her  children,  G-reenburry,  Bob  I.,  June,  Bennet, 
with  their  increase  forever,  to- dispose  of  them  as  she 
32oay.  think  proper;  by  giv.iiig,  selling  or  othei'wise- 

I  also  give  her^all  my  household  and  kitchen;  fur- 
niture, allniy  stock.of  horses,-cattle,  sheep  mm  hogs, 
wagon  and  gear,;  iblacksmitliM  tools'    and     aJ]     niy 
crop  that  is  growing  of  every  .description  and  all  tlie 
■monaythat.  may  .be.. on  Jiand  iiftcr  the.  al)OYn.legatVH\s 
are  paid  off,  with  all  the  money  tliat  is  coming  to.niy 
.t'^it'-ftta  ln:;])(:)n.(.\s,  no;fe_(iS:,,y.Pacc;ou-n1:s  to-dis-pose  of  as  she 
.vjpay  tlijiAjvl3ix)per.;_ . ;   ,-.:£;J3  ;;..•,/..;_    .•,.;.•.•..■;         '-:',, 
:.:';•'  IfUougl-L^it  lixydufy  tajxi^iioiiit  niy.ivi'feji^lizabeth 
.'.  J^obards  my  crxcf^itrix,  .witlbthciai^'sistance  ofniy  -son 
Otho  Robards  as  executor  with  her.     Given  under 
my  liand  and  seal  this  twenty-sixth  of  Julv  in  the 
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year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three  (1823). 

Witnesses :    S.  H.  Woodson  , 
James  L.  Barkley 
Klebur  Price 

WILLIAM  ROBARDS. 
(SeuL) 

Jessamine  County  Set. 
December  Court,*  1823. 

The  within  last  will  and  testament  of  William 
Robards,  deceased,  was  this  day  jjroduced  in  court 
and  proven  bv  the  oaths  of  James  L.  Barklev  and 
Kleber  Price,  two  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  tliere- 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Daniel  P.  Price,  Cllc. 
A  copy  attest:     jST.R.  Dickerson,  Clerk, 
.  V      ,         -    •        •••-"Jessamine  County  Court. 


.    ,;  Capt.  Lewis  EoBards  Family 

Capt.  Lewis  Robards,  oldest  son  of  William,  and 
Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Robards,  born  in  Goochland 
county,  Virginia,  December  5,  1758.  Died  April  15, 
1814,  in  Bullitt  (county,  Kentucky.  His  second  wife 
was  Hannah  Winn,  daughter  of: James  AYinn.  They 
were  married  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  December  28, 
1792,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children, 
viz. : 

,  ,1a.  Mortimer  Delvin  Robards,  born  1794,  died 
1869.  Married  Liddie  Shain,  January  -1,  1817.  She 
w'd  bom  June  4,  1792,  died, ^iHy. 3^3,  18G4.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Siiaiii,  6^Tier  of  the  salt  wells 
in  Bullitt  county.  ■    ; 

2b.     Ceorge  Lewis  Robards,  born  1795,  in  Bullitt 
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county,  Kentucky.  Married  Nancy  Merriman,  De- 
cember 6,  1816.  •  . 

3c.  James  Winn  Kobards,  born  in  Bullitt  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  1797,  died  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
1853.  He  married  Rachel  Shain,  a  daughter  of  ^Yil- 
lintn  Shain,  owner  of  the  salt  wells  in  Bullitt  county. 

Ills  wil'o  aiid  Mortiiiior'§  wlfo  wore  ^Int^m^  i^M^  r*^^- 

ters  of  Squire  Shain,  who  married  Margaret  Robards, 
a  sister  of  James  Winn  and  Mortimer  Robards. 

4d.  W.  J.  Robards,  born  1798.  Married  JNIartha 
Davison,  April  27,  1820.  (Nothing  known  of  this 
family.) 

5e.  Alfred  J.  Robards,  born  1800.  Married 
Mary  J.  Deason. 

6.  Granville  0.  Robards,  born  1802.  Married 
Rosenand  Thomas,  January  5,  1826.  (Nothing 
known  of  this  family;  any  information  would  be 
thankfully  received.) 

7f.  Robert  Robards,  born  1804.  Married  twice. 
First  wife  was  Mary  Campion.  Second  wife  Avas 
Jane  Grismore.  They  had  one  son,  John  F.  Robards, 
who  lives  in  Alfordsville,  Indiana. 

8g.  Benjamin  Franklin  Robards,  born  1806. 
Married  Elizabeth  Young,  November  7,  1848. 

9h.  Eliza  Robards,  born  1809,  married  first  hus- 
band, Alfred  Phelps,  and  had  one  daughter,  Clarion. 
Second  Husband,  David  Standford,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Margaret  Anna  and  Franklin  Standford. 

10.  Margaret  Lewis  Robards,  born  May  22,  1811. 
Married,  March  10,  1829,  to  Squire  Shain,  a  son  of 
W311.  Shain,  6Wner  of  the  salt  wells  in  Bullitt  county, 
Iventucky.  She  died  January  17,  1843.  They  had 
the  following  children,  viz.: 

1.    George  Hannah,  born  ]March  30,  1830. 
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2.  ■  Mary  BraugMori' 'bbrn'^March  6, 1832. 

3.  Mortimer  Delvin,  born  May  16,  1833. 

4.  Almira,  born  April  18,  1835,  died  June  13, 


1835. 


5. 


William  Lewi's," born  June  1,  1836,  died  July 

g4jiP7c_;  ;;■  _  „„  ■.       -     ;-;. 

,  6.  ,  .Willkm,  Braughton,  born  September  J,  18'}8, 
died  November  11,  1906.  ..     . 

•    '^^  •      CAPT.  LEWIS  ROBAKDS. 

Lewis  Robards,  son  of  William  llobards,  Sr.,  by 
his  second  wife,  was.  born  in  Goochland  county,  Vir- 
ginia, December  5^' 1758.  feed  April  15,  1814,  in 
Bullitt  county,  Kentucky.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  .war.  Me ''enlisted  May,  1778,  as  a 
private  under  Cajitain^^N^aflianiellMassie/  1779  he 
enlisted  for  six  nioiiths'and  was  ensign  under  ("apt. 
Massie.  January  1,  1780,  he.  served  eight  months  as 
second  lieutenant  under  Capts'''"'i)iike  and  A\'oods()n 
and  Colonel  Major  Thos.  Amstead.  Januaiy  to  Sep- 
tember, 1781',  was  captain  and  was  at  the  burning  of 
Richmond  and  skii'inisli  neltr  Janies  river. ^  Tie  -was 
twice  marriecf '"(Ms  first  wife  was  Rachel  Doiiiddson, 
of  w^hom'we  speak'  in  another  place),  i lis  second 
wife  Was  Hannah  Winiv^daugh-ter- of  James  W'iu'i. 
He  married  >cl1^  Louisville,-  iventucky,  Becc^mber  28, 
1792,  and  ied^Ap^l'l^^^igW^-iiV  Bullitt;.county,  Ky. 
Hannah,  hii^^^vifej  diecl-ApriM%lM8vie^j;viiig  tbe.fol- 
lowing  children^!  Mbrtiiwi^r  ,l>.;,.,X.Te.v>rg<^;,lv.;:Jaii,ies  W., 
Alfred  J.'-;vnd  Bx^ir^Mniii:  ISi^iikl^n.jl^apt  Ixirxyis.Eo- 
bards  euliktcildn :t]ri(^:iTkalnti-<3nury:; war  f ron r(i,oor'V. - 
land  cbuntyj'^V.'irginia.T.Was:at.\thC*  siege  ()f--Y<>-r-lvto^\'n 
but  was  discharged  before  the  surreiid.er.  TIj.s  ^^'ido^v 
vears,  1  month 'and- 6  day«i   -i,.,;.^,  .. 


'\-:l,      ' 
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Mortimer  EoBards  Family 

Capt.  Lewis  Robard's  Decendants. 
la.  Mortimer  Delvin  Robards,  born  1794,  died 
1869.  His  wife,  Liddie  Shain,  bom  June  4, 1792,  died 
July  30,  1864.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Shain, 
owner  of  the  salt  wells  in  Bullitt  county,  Kentucky. 
IMovtimcr  D.  Robards  and  Liddie  Shain  married 
January  4,  1B17,  and  had  five  children,  \i^,.i  1  llix- 
riah  Lewis,  2  ('harles  Shain,  3  Elizabeth,  4  William 
J.  and  5  Thomas  S. 

1.  Mai-iah  Lewis  Ro])ards,  born  April  16,  1818, 
Married  first  husband,  Oeorge  Stewart,  flune  7,  1842. 
One  son  was  born  in  1843.  George  Stewart  died  in 
1844.  Her  second  husband,  Alexander  Botts,  s]ie 
married  in  1858.  He  died  in  1859.  Her  third  hus- 
band was  Dr.  John  L.  Mason.  He  died  in  1903.  Ma- 
riah  Lewis  Mason  died  in  June,  1878. 

2.  Charles  Shain  Robards,  born  November  17, 
1819.  He  married  Mary  Bennett  Combs  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  November  25,  1851.    Their  children: 

la.     Charles  Mortimer,  born  1853.    Married  Kate 
Orill,  Marcli,  1873.     Their  children,  viz.:     Joseph,, 
Susie,  John,  George,  Irwin,  Charles  and  May. 

2a.  Lillie  Lewis  Robards,  born  April  16,  1855. 
Married  February  13,  1873,  to  James  H.  Kerlin.  Had 
one  daughter,  Maiy. 

3a.     George  Robards  died' nnimarried. 

4a.     Thomas  Robards  died  unmarried. 

5a.  Edmondi?*;  Robards  born  September  1;1B<J1. 
Married  Miss  Morgan.      •  ..  :     .* 

"_  -3. '  Elizabeth  Robards,  born  Man4r9,-1821:  -     - 

4.  Wiiiiam  Johnstoir  Robards,  son  bf-'-Mdrtimer 
"D."  and  Liddiv  (Shaiii)  Robards,  was -Ijrorni'ri- BiilliU 
county,  Kentucky,  February  17, 1822. '  'Hied  in  Louis- 


,'-'•'•     .'     '  ' 
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ville,  Kentucky,  .Fel)ruary  19,  1905,  and  was  buried 
in  ravo'ilill  cemetery.  He  married  ^lary  Shain,  a 
daughter  of  Squire  Sliain.  She  was  born  in  Bullitt 
county,  Kentucky,  ]\[arch  6,  1832.  Died  in  Louis- 
^•ille,  Kentucky,  September  15,  1898..  They  were 
double  cousins  and  eloped  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
^vli(MT"t]ioy  were  maiTiedj  April  21,  lHD(i.  Of  tliis 
union  six  children  were  born,  namely:        ''     "■"" 

1.  .Ma;rgaret  Lydia,  born  June  21,  1857.  Slie 
maJTied  John  W.  .Alay,  1908,  and  lives  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

2.  William  Mortimer,  born  December  21,  1860. 
Died  September  24,  1866, 

3.  Alexander  Botts,  born  October  9,  1862,  died 
December  29,  1862.      i^       ,v  .-:■•;..   .-.:-.    ':■•:■■ 

4.  George  Stewart,  born  June  9,  1866,  Unmar- 
ried and  lives  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Was  deputy 
sheriff  for  twenty  years,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

5.  Mary  Bell,  born  September  11,  1868,  died 
July  15,  1869. 

6.  One  child  died  in  infancy  in  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. .* 

Margaret  Lydia  (May)  and  her  brother,  Stewart 
Robards,  live  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  to  them 
we  are  indebted  for  a  copy  of  the  obituary  of  their 
father,  William  Johnston  Robards.    . 

5.  Thomas  SHnin  Robards,  son  of  Mortimer  and 
Liddie  (Shain)  Robards,  was  born  in  Bullitt  county, 
Kentucky,  January.  24,  1824,  died  February  20,  1S94. 
He  married  Anna  Snapp,  May,  1871.  Their  chilclreii 
are,  oiamely:  1.  ::vi6rtimer  Linton,  boi-n  March, 
1S73,  died  :}'xiiyes,  1S7S.  2.  Su^an,  born  1S76,  lives  in 
North  Dakota.  3.  Maggie,  born  March  9,  1878. 
Li\('S  in  Korth  Dakota. 


''')';  ' » 
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Obituary  of  William' Johnston  EoBards. 

William  Jolmston  Kobards  died  at  his  home,  71() 
Twenty-seventh  street,  at '8:20  o'clock,  February  19, 
J  905,  after  an  illness  of  nearly  a  year.  Mr.  Robards 
was  born  in  Bullitt  county  in  1822,  and  had  lived  in 
jJjjflVrHon   ('tntiity    tietvi'lV    ?\n   hiw   lifo,      Dtirinp;   llu' 

greater  part  of  his  life  and  within  a  few  nionlhs  oi' 
his  death  he  was  actively  engaged  in  business  in 
Louisville. 

Mr.  Robards  was  forced  to  practically  retire  from 
business  life  last  April,  when  he  fell  in  the  yard  in 
the  rear  of  his  home  and  dislocated  his  hip.  At  tlu^ 
time  it  appeared  as  if  he  could  survive  but  a  few 
weeks  on  account  of  his  age,  but  his  strong  constitu- 
tion finally  pulled  him  through  and  he  rallied  suffi- 
ciently to  leave  his  bed.  The  improvement  was  not 
for  long,  however,  and  during  the  past  year  his  death 
has  been  expected  on  numerous  occasions,  although 
at  others  he  seemed  to  rally  and  total  recovery 
seemed  possible. 

Three  weeks  ago  he  suffered  a  rela|)se  wliich  left 
])im  very  weak,  and  although  lie  was  uhle  to  talk  Xo' 
liis  friends  almost  to  the  ])our  of  his  death,  Ills  condi- 
tion grew  weak(u^  so  rapidly  the  attending  pliysiciaiis 
announced  that  his  death  could  not  be  d(>ferred  much 
longer.  Early  yesterday  morning  he  announced  that 
he  felt  much  weaker  and  told  his  son,  Stewart  Ro- 
})ards,  who  had  been  watching  his  bedside  almost 
constantly  during  his  illness,  that  he  was  ready  i') 
go  and  felt  that  the  end  of  his  life  was  near. 

.Ml'.  Rolxirds  was  born  February  17,  1822,  and  his 
death  took  place  two  days  after  his  eighty-third 
birthday.  AVilliam  Johnston  Robards  was  born  in 
Bullitt  county,  Kentucky,  the  son  of  ^fortinuM'  1). 
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Robards,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky.  His 
mother  was  also  bom  in  Kentucky,  an  old  Indian  fort 
on  the  Bardstown  road  serving  as  her  birthplace. 
This  stronghold  (Fort  Sullivan)  was  the  third  of 
Hs  kind  to  bo  constructed  in  the  state  as  a  protection 
to  early  settlei's  froiti  the  ludiiiiiH.  Ml'.  Robai'dbi'M 
father  came  to  Kentucky  at -the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812,  through  which  he  served  as  a  captain.  William 
J.  Robards  moved  to  Jefferson  county,  Kentuck}^  in 
1828  (being  six  years  old)  with  his  parents  who  set- 
tled a  few  miles  from  Louisville  on  the  JSTewburg 
road.  During  his  early  youth  he  was  employed  on 
tlie  farm  with  his  father  altliough  occasional  visits 
to  Louisville,  made  him  acquainted  with  business 
men  in  what  was  little  more  than  a  village  at  that 
time,  and  as  the  city  grew  in  population  and  businc^ss 
life  he  decided  to  take  up  his  residence  in  the  center 
of  activit.y.  During  his  life  on  the  far  mhe  acquired 
thorough  business  methods  from  men  of  the  city,  and 
when  he  entered  the  insurance  field  his  business  im- 
mediately prospered.  During  his  life  in  the  insur- 
ance business  ]u'  became  known  for  liis  honest,  ener- 
getic dealings,  and  he  was  never  foinid  unwilling  to 
talk  upon  his  favorite  subjects — "The  prospects  of 
the  insurance  business  and  its  possibilities  to  a  busi- 
ness man,"  even  during  his  last  illness  when  visited 
by  his  friends  he  freely  expressed  his  views  and  re- 
lated stories  of  his  life. 

Mr.  William  J.  Robards  was  married  in  1856  to 
Miss  Mary  Shain,  who  was  also  born  in  Jefccrson 
county,  Kentucky.  She  died  September,  1898.  Ke  is 
survived  by  one  son,  Stewart  Robard?;,  and  one 
daughter,  Miss  Maggie  L.  Robards,  with  whom  be 
lived.    During  his  life  he  did  not  become  a  member 
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of  a  secret  organization  ^;n  'account  of  peculiar  be- 
liefs concerning  such  institutions.  Possessed  of  an 
unusually  retentive  mind  he  had  the  history  of  Louis- 
ville and.  even  the  state  at  his  tongue's, end,  and  was 

never  nioi'e  pleasantly,  engaged  than  in  recounting 
lin]M^?'l!ln_^'l^  n?if]  iiiri?lont»  of^pionoor  days  of  T^ouis- 
ville  and  JeCrcrson  coiujty.  He  speiit  liif^  eiiiii'e  life 
a]x)ut  Louisville  and  saw  it  grow  from  a  small  villnge 
to  a  ])opid()us  city,  lie  could  tell  interesting  stories 
of  ])ione('r  citizens,  of  the  onward  move  of  civil iza- 
tio]i  in  Kcntuclvy  and  found  interesting  pastime  in 
reading  and  criticising  tlie  numerous  histories  touch- 
ing upon  |)ioneer  times  iii  the  state. 

His  gj-andl'ather,  ,.  who.  was  William  Shain, 
once  owned  most  most  of  the  land  on  which  Louis- 
ville is  built,  and  Mr.  Robards  recently  told  of  a  deal 
between  liis  grandfather  and  a  man  named  Glass, 
by  wliich  Mr.  (ilass.  becam  ethe  ownefof  the  land  on 
wliich  the  block  on  Jefferson  street  between  Sec- 
ond and  Tliii'd  is  built,  the  consideration  being  two 
side  saddles  for  i\[r.  8hain\s  two  daughters.  Wil- 
liam J.  Robai'ds  knew  ])ersonally  all  the  older  cit- 
izens of  Louisville,  jind  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
of  them.  Ue  ])reseiited  Co,  11.  T.  j)ur(dt  with  liis 
wedding  boots,  \yas.a.warm  personal  friend  of  George 
D.  Pi'ciitice,.  the  late  W.  N..  llaldeman  and  all  the 
older  citizcjis  whose..,liye^  with  his  own  were  linked 
closely  witlj  the  .history  of  Louisville  and  Jefferson 
county.  ,,        ,  ,    "..  ., 

The  funeral  wa^Sr  held.in  the  afternoon  of  Fel)- 
ruary  2.1j  1905,  at  Clxrist  Church  Cathedral  of  wliich 
hewas  a  member.  His  body  was  buried  in  Cave  liili 
cemetery. ..  .     • 

^      From  the  Louisville  Herald  of  October  IG,  1904, 
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we  copy  a  short  item  of  William  J.  Robards  during 
his  sickness: 

"William  J.  Robards,  a  pioneer  of  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville, and  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
families  of  Kentucky,  is  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Lewis 
liObtU'dSs  Capt:  BobJ^nlg  AVRf?  thr  first  liuHbnnd  of 
Rachael  Donaldson,  a  belle  of  the  early  days  of  North 
Carolina,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  who  afterward 
became  the  wife  of  General  Andrew  Jackson.  She 
was  the  woman  with  whom  Jackson,  when  but  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age,  long  before  he  became  famous 
as  a  soldier  and  statesman,  eloped  from  the  home  of 
her  husband's  mother  and  whom  he  married.  His- 
torians say  Mrs.  Jackson's  first  marriage  was  an  un- 
happy one,  that  she  was  superior  to  her  environ- 
ment, and  that  she  abandoned  the  home  of  her  hus- 
band in  Kentucky  and  sought  solace  at  the  home  of 
her  mother  in  Tennessee  near  Nashville.  Tliese 
statements,  the  records  of  the  courts  and  traditions 
of  the  Robards  family  do  not  verify,  and  AVilliam  J. 
Robards,  though  prostrated  with  illness  that  may 
prove  fatal  and  bearing  heavily  the  weight  of  eighty- 
four  years,  becomes  indignant  whenever  the  subject 
is  mentioned.  lie  vehemently  denounces  Jackson  for 
despoiling  his  ancestor's  home  and  severely  criticises 
historians  who,  in  order  to  shield  from  a  crime  of  liis 
youth,  the  man  who  later  became  president  of  the 
United  States,  have  placed  his  grandfather  and  fam- 
ily in  a  false  position  before  posterity.  "Andrew 
Jackson  despoiled  my  grandfather's  home,  stole  liis 
wife  and  married  that  woman  two  years  bei'oi'c  a 
diA'orce  had  been  obtained,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Robards 
with  emphasis,  "and  this  after  receiving  the  hospi- 
talities of  my  grandfather's  home.    My  grandfather 
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was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  men  of  his  time  in 
Kentucky,  and  his  family  was  one  of  the  most  pronii- 
nent  in  the  territory,  equal  to,  if  not  better,  than 
that  of  the  woman  to  whom  he  first  married. 


Ooori^©  Lewis  RoBarcIa  Family 
2b.  Geori;-e  Lewis  Kobards,  son  of  (  iipt.  LewiM 
and  Hannah  Kobards,  Avas  ])orn  1795.  Was  in  the 
war  of  1812.  ~  At  New  Orh-aiis,  durhii;-  the  battle,  he 
received  a  severe  wound  l)y  having  a  ])ayonet  run 
through  his  right  leg  and  afterward  ho  walked  to 
his  home  in  Bullitt  county,  Iveiitucky.  (Jeorge  L. 
Robards  married  Nancy  Merriman  December  6, 181G. 
They  had  the  following  ehihli-en:  Louis,  Frank, 
Thomas,  Maiy  Jane  and  Alfred  Olahau,  ])0]'u  .May 
10,  1825. 

Alfred  0.  Robards,  son  of  (Jeorge  T.  Koljards 
and  youngest  child,  Avas  born  Miiy  10,  1825.  He 
married  Hulda  Powell  in  1848.  They  luul  two  boys, 
George  William  and  Othway. 

George  William  Ivobards,  born  July  29,  1849. 
Married  Katie  Beauchamp,  June  12,  1877.  They 
have  three  children:  Frances,  married  Charles 
Wetheroll.  October  6,  1904;  Louisn,  married  William 
I).  Gardner;  and  George  Alfred,  his  only  son.  George 
William  B.obai'ds  is  now  jind  luis  l)een  inthe  harness, 
leather  goods  and  hardware  Imsiness  41  years  in  his 
home  town  of  llai'rodsburg,  .Mercor  county,  Ken- 
tn<:ky.    lie  is  Democratic  in  j>oliti<'s. 

James  Winn  Robards. 

3c.     James  Wimi  l-Jobards  was  the  tlrird  son  of 

Capt.    Lewis    Robards    (of    Revolutionary    fame). 

James  W.  Robards  married  -Miss  ]\achel  Shain,  a 

dauuliter  of  William  Shain,  owner  ol'  the  salt  wells 
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in  Bullitt  coimty,'Kentu(jky.  I'lioy  moved  to  Louis- 
ville and  lived  there  nil  their  lives  and  raised  a  large 
family.  James  AV.  Rohords  died  in  Louisville  in  1853. 
His  vit'e,  Rachel  Rol)ards,  died  in  Louisville  in  1887. 
To  them  were  ])orn  seven  eliildren,  four  boys  and 
tlii'oo  (jjiflp,  nnnioly:  1  K]niiv<>  K,,  2  Lewis,  3  Jaeyntha, 

4  Mai'y  T,  5  James  Al.,  (J  JbVaiiklljl  K,  aiul  7  DilVkU 
anna. 

1.  Squire  S.  Robards,  born  January  19,  1825. 
Married  twice.  First  wife  ^vas  Miss  Martha  John- 
son of  New  Albany,  Indiaiia.  She  died  in  1852.  Had 
two  ehildren,  INlai'ia  and  dames  AVinn  Tvo])ards,  Jr. 
In  1863  he  married  Elizabeth  Baehe  of  I^ouisville, 
Kentucky,  a  descendant  ol'  Benjamin  Fraidvlin.  Th(^y 
had  four  children  as  follows:  Jacyntha,  Racliel, 
Estella  and  Marshall.  Squii*e  s.  Ro])ards  was  captain 
of  Fourth  Kentucky  Cah'ary,  Compan.y  C,  during 
Civil  war.    Was  in  jNtexican  war  also. 

2o.  Lewis  Robards,  Jr.,  horn  in  Louisville  in 
1825.  ^larried  Katlirine  (Irable  of  Louisville,  and 
had  the  following  children,  viz.:  Lewis  Monroe, 
Lelal,  George  and  Robert.  This  is  Capt.  Lewis  Ro- 
bards of  the  fire  de]:)artment  of  Louisville,  as  noted 
in  another  place.  Ife  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  jMexican 
and  Civil  Avars.  He  died  in  1891  at  Louisville,  and 
his  wife,  Kathrine  (Crable)  Robjirds,  died  in  1894  at 
Louisville. 

3.  Jacyntha  Rol)ards,  l)orn  in  Louisville,  August 
28,  1827.  Maried  twice.  First  husband  was  William 
Rousseau,  a  lu'other  ot  Ceneral  Lovell  11.  Rousseau. 
Second  husl)and  was  Pat.  Campion  of  LoTiisville. 
He  died  in  1895.  She  died  in  1889  and  had  no  chil- 
dren. 

4.  .Marv  T.  Ro])ards,  ],)orn  in  Louisville  in  1839. 
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]\[arricd  Gcorc^o  Flct(^licr  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Both  doccascHl.  Tlicy  liad  six  cliildrcii,  namely,  Kob- 
crt,  Frank,  FaTinio,  ('a])tola,  (icor^-c  and  Ilai'voy. 

Tx).  James  Mortime!-  Ixohards  mari'ied  I'^lizabeth 
MeKanna  of  Xewlia\'en,  Keiitueky,  and  to  them 
were  born  thv  following'  cliildrcii,  \'iz,:  1  Fj-anklin, 
2  Peter,  {^  Anna,  -!  I'^lizabetli.  ')  James  V„  ^>  John, 
7  .Alar<;aret,  8  Thomas  L.,  i)  \\'illiam  K.,  and  10  Mary 
Ann. 

()X.  Franklin  F.  Robards,  born  in  Lonisville, 
Jiuie  11,  1814.  Served  in  the  Civil  wai'.  First  Ser- 
geant Fonrth  Kentneky  (Vn-alry,  (\)m|)any  F.  After 
the  war  he  married  Miss  Flla  M.  IIii;]riiehl  of  New- 
castle, Kentnclvy,  on  lJeeeml)er  22,  1S()9.  I  la  J.  two 
children,  Etta  1>.  and  Ai'tlmr  F.,  I^otli  (h'cc^ased. 
Franklin  E.  Robards  died  in  1900,  and  his  wife,  >Mrs. 
Ella  M.  Ixobai'ds,  lives  in  Lonisville,  J\('ntn<'ky. 

7.  Davidanna  I\ol)ai'ds,  ])()rii  in  Louisvilh^  Ken- 
tneky, December  14,  JS4S.  Marri^'d  IN4er  llighlield 
of  Newcastle,  Kentneky.  in  ISSo.  [lad  one  child, 
Anna.  Davidanna  (l\o])ards)  lli^-hheld  is  tlie  only 
one  of  the  old  familv  li\-i7io:. 


Franklin  E.  RoBards  Family 

6x.     Frankliii  F.   I\ol)ards,  son  of  James  AVinr 
Robards,  was  l)orn  Jnne  11,  1844,  in  Lonisville,  Ken- 
tucky.   Died  Jnly  28,  1900,  in  Lonisville.    .Aliss  FII' 
^I.  Higlifiield,  born  in  Foui-lxm  county,  Kentneky.  O  • 
tober  27,  1850.     Franklin  K.  ]\o]»ards  served  in  i!p 
Civil  war  as  Sergeant  Fonrth  Kentneky  Cav;i'-y. 
Compan}'  Jlj.    After  the  war  he  married  ?^[iss  Ell;'  '  " . 
Hightield    of   Xcwcastle,    Kentneky,    December    :.:  . 
1869.     Had  five  children,  all  dying  in  infancy  '" 
two,  Etta  Band  and  Arthnr  F. 


)   ' 
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1  Etta  Band  Robards,  born  in  Lonisville,  Ken- 
tucky, Dccnnbor  12,  1S71.  Died  Jamiary  (>,  ls^9-},  in 
Louisville.  Slic  was  in.*n'i-i(Ml  t<>  Ki-ai)k  I>.  Ilillcricli, 
June  2S.  1S9;>.  To  tlicin  Iwo  cliildrcn  were  bnm, 
Elmo  Band  a?id  \'ir!j,'iiiia  Iv.,  a^'cd  rcsjxM-t  i\-('ly  lil'tcH'n 
and  seven  years. 

2.  Ai'tlnn*  F.  I^olwwds,  boni  .I;nni;n'y  :^>,  ISTf). 
Was  an  ai'chiteet  by  trade.  I!e  was  dl'nWlted  ill  111'' 
Ohio  river  at  Louisville  while  ])athin;;'  Se[)tendjer  .14, 
1903.    AVas  unmarried. 

6x.  Franklin  E.  Robards  was  a  ear])('nte]'  by 
trade  and  in  polities  was  a  Kepubliean. 

(By  Airs.  Ella  M  Robai-ds,  Louisville.  Ky.) 


The  Courier- Journal  of  Louisville,  Januaiy  27, 
1891,  says  of  him  (Capt.  Lewis  Ro])ards,  di-.h 

Incident  in  "Old  Hickory's"  (';;reer  recalled  by 
2o.  Capt.  Kolxirds,  Jr.,  death.  1 1  is  aneestoi*.  tlie  man 
from  whom  Andrew  Jackson  took  his  youlhiul  wile. 

The  funei'al  of  Capt,  Tjcwis  Robards,  Ji-„  took 
place  from  the  liJroadway  I'aptist  ''liurch  at  1  ::><) 
o'clock  yesterday  al'teniooi).  The  remnitis  were  at- 
tended by  his  (!]'a]id  Ai-my  coiiirades  a?wl  Ci.'-.y 
Lod,ci:e  Xo.  1,  Kni,L!,-lits  of  Pytbias,  of  which  he  was 
a  charter  member  and  tlierel'oi-e  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  that  oi-dei*  in  the  city.  ('a])t.  R(>bards 
i)eloni2:ed  to  a  notable  Kentucky  family,  whose  an- 
cestoi's  <'ame  IVom  Wales  and  settleil  in  (ioochlaiul 
county,  \'i);L;-i]da,  and  one  of  his  an<'estors,  his  Lirand- 
fathci',  also  (\aptain  Lewis  Ivohards.  was  intimately 
comiected  with  a  romantic  incident  in  the  hisinry  of 
Jio  less  a  ])ersona,L;'e  than  (Jen,  Andrew  da'-kson,  l)e- 
fore  he  became  president  of  the  I'nited  States,  in 
fact  the  Capt,  Lewis  Ivobards  of  the  olden  lime  was 
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''Old   Hickory,-'    then    a   young   man   twenty-four 

the  husband  (>!'  tlic  fair  Kacliael  Donaldson  whom 
years  of  iv^v,  first  stole  away  aiid  afterward  married. 
T\acheal  was  ehildless.  Slie  died  after  Jackson's 
election  to  the  i^residency  but  before  his  inaugura- 
ti<ai.  Jl  is  wl-illell  thnt  lie  \Vfl?1  <'Xl''?'l|H'ly  wcimMIVt' 
ii]  I'egard  to  hei",  loN'iiig  her  devotedly,  arid  fought 
for  her  good  uanie.  It  was  for  speaking  of  her  that 
lie  fought  his  celebrated  duel  with  Dickenson,  the 
young  l.-i\vyer,  aiul  killed  him,  ai]  aet  which  he  is  said 
to  have  regj'ctted  to  his  dying  day. 

Ca])t.  Lewis  J\obards,  Sr.,  was  tlie  grandfather  of 
the  estimable  man  (('a])t.  Lewis  Txobards,  Jr.)  who 
was  buried  yestej'day  (January  2(),  1891).  Was  born 
in  Louisville,  November  G,  1825,  married  on  Septem- 
ber 24,  1848,  .Miss  Cathrine  E.  Grable,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Rebecca  (Jrable.  The  funeral  was  lield  in  the 
Baptist  churcli,  which  once  stood  at  the  corner  of 
Fifth  and  Green  streets. 

Capt.  Lewis  Kobards,  Jr.,  was,  in  addition  to  be- 
ing a  veterau  of  the  Mexican  wnr,  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war.  ITe  Avas  ;dso  a  member  of  the  old  vol- 
unteer tire  departuient,  belonging  to  Hope  Company 
Xo.  4.  After  the  introduction  of  the  steaui  engine 
he  drove  the  Xo.  2  hook  aud  ladder  truek  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Ilis  death  removes  an  upright  man 
and  a  good  citizen. 


James  Winn  RoBards  Family 

3c.  James  WMnn  Kobnrds,  the  third  son  of  Capt. 
Le^-is  Robnrds,  wns  hoini  in  BiiUitt  county,  Ken- 
tucky. Mnrried  ]\Lss  Rachel  S^hain,  a  daughter  of 
William  Shaiu,  owner  of  the  salt  wells  in  Bullitt 
countv.     [Vhcv  uKn'ed  to  Louisville  and  lived  there 
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all  their  lives  niul  j-aiscd  a  lai'g-e  family.  James 
Winn  Ko])anls  (li(>(l  in  Louisville  in  1S5'X  Raehel, 
his  wife,  died  in  Louisville  in  1SS7.  'I'o  theiu  were 
born  seven  cliildren.  t'onr  boys  and  tliree  i^irls,  name- 
ly: 1  S(iuire  S.,  boi*u  Jannaiy  19,  182;-. ;  2  Lewis,  born 
.yoveni])(M'  (),  1S2r);  !>,  Jaeynflia,  boi'n  in  Lonisville, 
AuKiLMt  28,  1827:  4  Miwy  T.,  Iioni  in  LonlMvillc  in 
.1S;>0;  50  James  .Moi-liuier,  l)orii  T'cbi'unrv  '>,  IS-U; 
()  I^'raiddin  Iv,  boi-n  iii  Louisville,  June  \],  ISII; 
N7  Davidanna,  born  in  LouisNdlle,  Deeembei"  .11,  ISIS. 


Squire  S.  EoBards  FamUy 
1.  Squire  S.  Roljards,  born  January  19,  1823. 
Married  twice.  First  wife  was  :\Iiss  .Martha  John- 
son of  Xew  7\lbany,  Indiana.  'I'hey  had  two  eliil- 
dren,  ?^hiria,  born  August  31,  1848.  Linmar)-ied  and 
lives  in  Louisville.  James  Winn  ])orn  in  Louisville, 
November  25,  184().  l^iunan-ied  and  was  killed  by 
the  ears  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  January,  1878,  while 
workiiiu;  as  brakemair 

S({uii-e  S.  l^obard's  fii-st  wife  died  in  1852.  In 
1853  ho  married  Elizabeth  Baehe  of  Louisville,  a 
deseeiKhnit  of  l>enjamiu  Franklin.  They  had  four 
(•hildi'on:  1  dacyntlia,  boi-ji  in  Louisville,  Deeejuber 
14,  1853.  Mai'ried  lii-st  husba?id,  Jjcwis  A'aug'hn. 
IL'id  two  ehildi-cn,  (!oor<;o  and  Mstolla.     Soeond  hus- 

j,and, M('(\'ii-ty.     Had  uo  eliildreii.    This  faiu- 

ily  lives  in  Jeri'ersnnvilh-,  ludiaiia.  2.  Ixaehel,  born 
in  IIeni'y\'ille,  Indiana,  .May  20,  1S59.  :\Ia]'ried 
W^iley  Cliristy.  Have  Hiree  ehildren,  .Maud,  Willie 
and.  Wiley,  'llns  Fauiily  li^•es  in  Jeflersonville,  In- 
dia,na  ').  l']stella.  Iioi-n  in  neni-yx-iHe,  Indiana, 
Afareh  19,  1S(;l  M.-ln'ied  Tlioiuas  "Me(^ai'ty.  Have 
three  ehildren,  ivlwin,  l-hlev  and  Lellali.     This  fam- 


LEWIS  ROBARDS  FAMILY  39 


ily  also  liv(\s  in  JcftVrsonville,  Tiidiaiia.  4.  ^Nfar- 
shall.  l)on\  in  ir('nr}'\-ill('.  Indiana,  Scptonibcn'  2'), 
18G9.  Married  Mary  M  e(  'arth y.  I  Lave  four  children, 
namely,  (^harlie,  (lertrnde,  Ricliard  and  Oeorge.  All 
live  in  JefTei'sonville,  Indiana.  Sijuire  S.  Robards 
-\v/iM  fMij)^ni)i  of  P'oni'lli  I\ cut nclsv  ('a\alry,  Coni])any 
0,  duriii^  Civii  war.  Was  lii  iliC  A!(!\l('li]i  WlH*  ilko. 
Tlis  In'otliei*,  L(>wis,  also  s('r\'(Ml  l!ii*onii,!!  the  ^l<'\•i''nn 
and  Civil  wars  willi  liini.     Was  jilso  eaj>t;i.in. 


Lewis  Eobards  Family 

2o.  Lewis  Robards,  second  son  of  James  Winn 
Robards,  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1825.  ^larried  Catherine  E.  Grable  of  Louis- 
ville, September '24,  1848.  Had  four  children,  viz.: 
la  LcAvis  ^Fonroe,  married  Catliaiyn  Shepherd 
]\roore  ol'  Peinisylvania.  2  Leial,  unmari'ied.  3 
(ileorge,  married  Josepliine  A'olker  in  1878.  Had 
tluve  cliildren,  viz.:  Josie,  John  and  Xancy.  4  Rob- 
ert, married  Xancy  Cantield  in  1875.  (Tins  is  Capt. 
LcAvis  Ro1)ards  of  the  fire  de|)artnient  of  Louisville, 
as  noted  on  another  ])a,i;"e.) 


Lewis  Monroe  Robards  Family 
la.  Lewis  T^Ioni'oe.  lvn))ai'ds,  ])orn  iii  1S49.  Ar;n'ri(Mi 
Cathaiwn  Shepai'd  Mooi-e  ol'  Peinisylvania.  187L  To 
them  were  boi'ti  Four  ''liildi'cn:  1  Marion  Addison, 
born  ill  Lonis\-iIIe,  Kciiluch'y,  .Vu^-nst,  21,  187:>:  2 
l>''i-tha  O.,  boi'n  in  Louisx'illc,  Kcntnclvv,  Dcccmtu'L- 
2.  1875;  '.]  Lelali,  b(»r!i  in  Lonis^•il!(>,  Kentu^-ky,  dniy 
7,;187G;  4  .Julien  Dudley,  boi-n  in  l^ouisville,  Ken- 
tur-ky,  1878,  died  uiiiniii'ricd,  a.u'cd  twenty-six  ^^■ear<. 
1.  ALii'ion  Addison  Roliard.s,  born  in  Lonisvii!'-. 
Kentiiekv,  An-iist  21,  1S7::.     Mnrried,  diilv' !(),  ls:)7. 
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to  Carrie  Spears.  Divorced  July  11,  3907.  Had 
tlire  ehildreii,  namely:  1  .Marion  Rol)ert,  l)orn  July 
1(),  1899:  2  Willia  niJenniugs  ]>air(l,  ])oni  Xovenib(>r 
16,  1901;  3  Donovan  Addison,  born  February  4,  1902. 
His  second  niarriag'e  was  to  .Miss  Bertha  Adelaide 
H<fi<vn''^    m('  'rt»)"'«Hn.   (^nuul/i,    Aiitj;nKf   If),   IDOS,      He 

lives  in  Lonisvillc,  Kentucky,  and  was  a  candidale 
for  alderman  on  llic  1  )('mof'i'ati('  ticket  in  the  city 
election  of  1909. 

2.  Bertha  0.  Ivobards,  born  December  2,  ISTH. 
Married  to  Algernon  1).  Forsyth,  Octol)er  25,  1899. 
They  wei'e  both  born  and  married  in.  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. Have  two  ehildi-cn,  Mary  Kathei'ine,  born 
November  18,  1902;  Darwin  Moin'oe,  Ixu'u  Ser)i em- 
ber 18,  190(5.    They  live  in  Ashland,  Kentucky. 

:].  Lelah  I-vobards.  ])orn  in  Louisville.  Kentucky, 
July  7,  187G.  Robert  Sterling  (,;ral)le,  borii  in  St. 
Louis,  ^Missouri,  September  8,  1871.  They  were  mar- 
ried FYbrnary  12,  1894,  and  live  in  St.  Louis,  .Mis- 
souri.   Have  no  chiUli'cn. 

4.  Julian  Dudley  Txobards,  Ixu'u  1878,  died,  un- 
married, aged  twenty-six  years. 

James  Mortimer  Eobards  F?.mily 

5o.  dames  Moi-timei-  Ixobards,  son  ot  James 
AVimi  l\oI)ai-ds,  boi-n  P'ebrnary  5,  1811.  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Married  I']]izabe1h  MeCamia,  of  N(>wcas- 
tlc,  Kentucky,  in  18()2.  To  this  nnion  wer(>  born  ten 
children,  viz.: 

1.  Franklin  KoV.ards,  Ixjrn  April  19,  1864,  in 
Newcastle,  Kentucky.  .Married  Bessie  Sibert.  Had 
five  children,  a'Iz.:  Frank,  Margaret.  Bessie,  Mar}' 
and  Elizabeth  L.  Robards. 

■    2.     Peter  J.  "Robards,  born  Mixy  26,  ^.SGC\  in  Nevr- 
castlc,  Kentucky.    Died  July  5,  1894.    His  wife  wa • 
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Katie  Songster.    Had  three  children,  an  infant,  Earl 
and  Peter  all  deceased. 

3.  Anna  Robards,  born  in  Jeffersonville,  Indi- 
ana, August  16,  1869.    Deceased. 

4.  Elizabeth  I\obards,  born  in  Jefl'ersonville, 
ttHlUuut,  Wopttunbov  20,  1«71.  ^Nfarried  Elias  Travis 
of  iMobile,  Alabama,  lliid  0U6  ohlld  WllO  i\M  In 
infancy. 

5.  James  Frances  As])ury  Robards,  born  in  Jef- 
fersonville,  Indiana,  December  1,  1873.  JMarried 
Katie  Krcps.  Have  three  cliildren,  lierl)ert  D., 
James  luul  Joseph. 

V).  John  Robards,  born  in  Jeffersouville,  Indi- 
ana, Octo])er  13,  1876.  .Married  Pearl  Rutledge. 
Have  four  children,  John,  Frances,  James  and  Edith. 

7.  .Margaret  S.  L.  Robards,  born  in  1878.  De- 
ceased. 

8.  Thomas  Laverne  Robards,  born  in  1880.  De- 
ceased. 

9.  William  Edmund  Robards,  born  in  Jefl'erson- 
ville, Indiana,  September  22,  1883.  Marrirrl  Rr..:j. 
Hanmiond  and  have  one  child,  Elizabeth.  Lives  iu 
Lou.isville,  Kentuck}'. 

10.  .Mary*Ann  Ro])ards,  born  in  Jeffersonvilie, 
Indiana,  June  22,  1885.  .Married  ]Marshall  Bouvicr 
Noveml)er  10,  1906.  Have  one  child,  Marshall  Ray- 
mond.   Lives  iu  Louisville. 

Obituary  James  M.  F-oba,rds. 
James  ^lortimer  Robards,  born  Fe-u-uary  5.  1S4.1, 
iu    Lov.isvil'e.    Kentucky.     Was   yard   iriaJit'rr   arid 

of  his  death,  vhich  occurred  February  10,  ISSo.    lie 
Avas  called  u})ou  to  go  and  dress  a  wreck  at  one 
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o'clock  a.  m.  i\t  Little  l^lue  T^ivcr  in  Crawl'ord  County, 
Indiana,  and  wliilo  at  work  hctwccii  the  cai-s,  p,"('ttin,L;- 
tlioni  upon  tlu'  track,  tlic  snatch  hlock  IVoiii  llic  heavy 
pull  upon  it  ,u,"avc  way,  strikiiiij,  liim  a  mortal  blow 
upon  the  head,  killing-  liini.  instantly,  'riic  accident 
happ(MUHl  nhoiit  tlircc  o'clock  a.  in.  lie  was  l)uricd 
in  JeJl'ersonvilie,  (ndiaiia.  Kvel'V  ttlHl'k  ol'  lliti'lliioii 
and  rcsjx'ct  was  showi'  his  hody  \)\  his  nciL;'hh<»i's 
and  I Vicnds  .-md  t  lie  cniph>ycs  of  t  he  I  jouis\-iIl('  Soiil  h- 
ern  road,  lie  w.ms  held  in  the  hii;-hest  esteem  l-y  ol'- 
ticers  and  men.  1  le  was  a  st  ri''t  meniher  oT  the  <  \-il!i- 
olic  Church,  an(!  tlu^  chnrcii  ;nid  ]'riest  i-e]idere(l 
every  relii^'ious  service  within  their'])ower  to  bestow, 
lie  was  i'orty-tour  years  old  at  the  time  ol'  Ids  (U'ath, 
and  a  good  wife  and  nine  children  were  hd't,  the  old- 
est being  nineteen  years  of  age.  lie  was  employed 
as  yard  master  and  wrecking  boss  of  the  road  about 
two  years.  At  the  same  time  (d'  tlie  accident  .-i  In-.-d^e- 
nian,  name  not  known,  liad  a  leg  Itroken  an.d,  jnur 
other  persons  workiiig  at  the  wj-ecl;  were*  knoclcc' 
down  ]jut  not  seriously  Imrt.  James  M.  Kol)ai-ds  !- 
reported  to  have  ])een  a  most  excelleiit  iwivx  iv' 
thoroughly  ac(juainetd  with  his  duties.  !lis  wido\-  . 
Eliza1)eth  (AlcCamia)  Ivobai'ds  lives  in  konisx:'"' 
Kentucky. 

Alfred  J.  RoBards'  Family. 

5e.     Alfred'.].  Kobards   (page  -!:'>).  s(»n  (d'  ^'•■•'  . 
Lewis  Robards  and  wiie,  Hannah,  was  lioi-n  i!:   '^ 
in  LullJtt  coindy,  Kentucky.     Died  in  l^ullitt  (•'>'••:■    . 
Kentucky,  dnne  5,   b^")  b     His  wife  was  Miwy  •'• 
Dacon,  a  danghtei' of  dames  A.  I)a<-<.n.    She  ('.:.-■  .' 
27,  1887.     They  were  married   in    18::(;.     Ib-'d  .-  ,  ^ 
cliildrc]!,  viz.:  

I.    Joe  Anna  ^V.  Robards,  born  Jnh'  8,  1>;'.7.    -    • 
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married  Clint  C.  AVollcr,  Xovein])c'r  12,  1857.  Their 
children,  viz.:  .J.  I-:.  Weller,  hr)ni  October  24,  18(50. 
]\[anMod  Lizzie  Dawson,  Mi\y  4,  1899.  Ophelia  Wel- 
ler,  boi-n  Jnly  14,  18(32;  died  July  18,  1802.  Hellen 
V.  W(41er,  horn  May  25,  1865;  married  ({eor<2:e  II. 
P,rn(ll»n-y,  Mnr<-1,  w,  i.^K(>.  \V,  R.  Weller,  l)orn  Janu- 
ary 11,  1807;  marrie(!  J'Voiiie  Miisdeii,  DcCClllbor  20, 
1888,  Lillie  1^\  \V(>11(M',  1)orn  A])im1  15,  ISOS;  ni;ir]-ie<l 
W.  W.  Stallni.LTs,  May  1.  1890. 

2.  K\]7A\  K'obards,  ])oi'ii  Se])teml)(M'  1,  1842;  mar- 
ried XatliaTi  Ividi;-\vay,  June  1(),  1870,.  lie  died  Au- 
«;-ust  5,  1888.  Tlieir  eliihli-en,  viz..  \'allie  R.  RidjA'- 
way,  born  dmie  17,  1872:  she  n:ian-ied  Chiud  F.  Jones, 
August  3,  1890:  he  died  December  14,  1897;  she  mar- 
ried AV.  A.  King',  January  1,  1901.  Roxie  E.  Ridg- 
\vay,  l)orn  October  17,  1874;  married  John  AV.  Floyd, 
September  11,  189^),  Ada  Re])ecca  I^idgway,  born 
^iFarch  28,  1878;  mari-ied  Sanuiel  Onns,  Decend)er 
26, 1901;  Jesse  Owen,  l)orn  Alay  4,  1880;  married  Mat- 
tie  Stallings,  December  20,  1901. 

!>.  Rebecca  Rol)ards,  born  October  4,  1844 :  mar- 
ri<Hl  Milton  Ridgway.    Have  no  children. 

4.  Margaret  L.  Robards,  born  June  9,  1847;  mar- 
ried Joh]i  Ij.  Jaclvson. 

5.  Miwy  K.  y.  I^)1)ards,  born  July  12,  1849.  mar- 
ried 0.  AV.  Ridgway,  October  4,  1800.  To  them  wore 
])orn  five  children,  viz.:  Maggi(^  Nora  Ridgway,  July 
12,  1807.  Slie  married,  Kirby  .8.  Sinnuons,  .May  V;. 
1887.  S]ie  (lied  in  IS95.  Alary. Jane  K*i(],<;\v;iy,  b(M-v 
August  15,  18()9;  married  I.ouis  (\  Stallings,. Angus* 
10,  189:^  James  AW'wd  Ixidgway,  -hi^vu  April  '>■. 
1872;  mai-ried  Mi's.  Maggie  'ih'igg.  l<^•bl•uary,  U;'>!  . 
Xolia  Af.  Ridgway,  4)orn  Ir'ebrua  ry-  21.  1^S77.-;  ;m;i'i:  •  ' 
l-.ee  \V.   I[;iri-is,-Sepj.eiMl)(M'.41.  19U7v.    :K\\:\  M.  \:''':- 
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\vay,  horn  Jaininry  2i\  1SS0;  inan-ici]  (\  A.  Bisliop, 
Dccoinlu'r  19,  19(H).  ilaw  one  dau.u'litci',  Inez.  Mary 
K.  v.  ixid-way  died  Au-ust  25,  1892,  and  al'tcr  lK>r 
death  ('.  W.  K*id;;'\vay  iiiarrird  I'^liza  ]vid;^^\vay,  Aii- 
li.^ll,'^!  l'!'\  liS!),'),.  ^1li^^  itciiiLv  tl>c  second  n"iarria|L:;o  for 
])o11i  parties.    'PhcN'  li\c  in  s!!ci)lici'(is\illi\  K(Mll!l<'ky. 

(!.  William  Ilnston  KN)l»ards,  horn  .Fcdirnai'y  2S, 
IS,')!.      I  n!ii;irricd, 

7.  d(»hn  I'hviiiklin  I'ohards,  horn  ncecndic!'  •!, 
IS."):';  niarricd   fJzzic  (ij-aN'cns,     Have  no  cliiMrcn. 

This  family  ai'o  all  Dcniocratic  i]i  politics. 
(V>y  ?^Irs.  Rlla  :M'.  (Kid^^'way)  Bisliop.) 

Robert  RoBarcls'  Family. 

7f.  Iv^obort  RoBards,  born  1801.  His  first  w','- 
Avas  Mary  Campion  (page  23).  Had  tlu'ce  sous,  !;: 
Eobert  Lewis;  2x  Joseph;  3x  William;  one  danglr:'  . 
4x  Rachel. 

Ix  Robert  Lewis  RoBarcls,  born  1842;  di-'' 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  Xovember  4,  1894,  age^.    •  v 
two  years.    He  married  Margaret  ]\[cAllen,  A^  •■   "    . 
18()(.).    To  them  were  born  seven  children: 

1.  Iv*oln-rt  S.   [^>]^ards,  di.,  died,  :\'j:r<\  1c-  ;      :  -. 

2.  Mary  Klizahctli  di(Ml  .-i^-cd  scx'cn  mo"^':.^. 

'.).  nimiie  R(.d>ards,  n.Jimarj'ied,  li\-t's  "  '.  ■  • 
ville,  Kentucky. 

4.     Patricia  RoBards  married  Lewis  T-, 
.Ii-\'es  in  Louis',  ille.    Have  four  children,  v.::'         .  ' 
lah,  E>.telle,  Lf*\vis  S.  and  Patrecia. 

r^.     Estelle  RoBards,  swingle.  ]i\es   i;;    :      ■:       : 
Kc-ntuol-r.'. 

(S.     Martin   ^'fohn    RoBnrds,   horn    :-    '.,■:  .•-'    ^ 
Ker^trjck"^.    jL'^rrir-d  ]^•].■^tlli'^  .\rlinc:^ '''"..  ■"'"■' 
children,  Adda  C.  and  M^argaret.    Liv'-  -  •  -    ^   -     .  -  : 
Kenluekv, 
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7.  Koron  Thomas  KoBards,  horn  in  L<Miisvill(\ 
Kentucky.  Man-iod  Elizal)otli  Bossy.  Have  three 
children,  namely,  Lewis,  Viola  and  Edwin.  All  live 
in.  Lonisville. 

2x.  Joseph  KoBards'  ii]-st  \vif<'  was  M.-irctta 
lleadly.    Had  three  children,  viz.:  Jc^seph,  AVade  Miid 

I/connrd,       llisi   w(><'<>)h]    wife   W.MS    M  iss (\>)U<*y. 

1  Ia\-e  one  eliild,  ( !  race. 

3x.     \\'illiam  RoBards  died  unmarried. 

4x.     Kaehel  A.  KoBards  died  unmarried. 

71'.  I^olxn-t  KoBards'  second  wife  was  Jane  (Jris- 
more,  married  184(3.  Had  one  son,  John  F.,  born  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  .May  27,  1847.  John  F.  Ko- 
Bards and  Louisa  Marklin  were  married  March  4, 
1870.     Have  live  children,  viz.: 

1.  i\[aude  B.  KoBards,  born  December  5,  1872, 
died  Aui;ust  2,  1897.  She  married  J.  W.  Collins, 
January  7,  1891.  Had  four  children,  viz.:  Blanche, 
horn  October  17,  1892:  AUen,  born  .l)ecem])er  11,  1894, 
died  duly  1:5,  1895;  Horace,  born  January  11,  189(3: 
Mabel,  bo!-n  dune  17,  1897,  died  August  2:>,  1897. 

2.  Huldy  May  KoBards,  born.  August  3.  1.87-L 
Slie  married  H.  M.  Moore,  Decem])er  17,  1896.  Hav" 
{'oiii-  eliihlreii,  viz.:  nei-l)ert,  born  duly  25,  1897:  Kr^;- 
nioiid,  born  June  19,  1S99;  Ruth,  born  Fein-nary  2:". 

"  1902:  Nellie,  !)oi-n  November.  1904. 

:',.      K'olx'rt    Austin    IvoLai'ds,    born   Jariuar\-    ^' 
187(;.     rnmari'ied. 

4.  I^4o!-ida  N.   lvol>ai'ds,  born  Jannai-\'  21,    ■.-"'   . 
MaiM-ied   L.   M.  Allen,  Xovenibei-  S,   1900. 

5.  IvNdt  A.  Ivobards,  boi-n  October  11.  18S(>.  ''- 
married. 

John  J^\  b!ol)ards  is  .m  Re|>ul)bcan  in  ])olili'-^  ;  ■  ' 
lives  in  AU'oi'dsville,  Indiana. 
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Benjamin  Franklin  Robard's  Family. 

Sg.  (i^ige  23.)  l>eiijaiiiiii  Franklin  Kobards, 
son  of  Capt.  Lewis  Robards  and  wife,  Ilannali,  was 
born  in  Bullitt  connty,  Kentneky,  in  ISOG;  died 
testate   in  Jefferson  county,   Kentneky,   March   10, 

1Hnn,  |^tTr^^  i\?iv  vcmh-m.      II»«  mnn'ic<I  1''li/,;ih<'t.h  Younir, 

November  7,  1848.  She  was  horn  in  1828,  died  iii 
1876,  aged  forty-eiglit  years.  To  tlieni  were  .born 
three  children,  viz.:  Medoi-a,  Ijorn  July  2,  1850,  died 
Angust  25,  1851;  John  Douglas,  borii  Januai'y  20, 
1852,  in  Jefferson  county,  Ky.;  A\'illiani  l;>lair,  born 
December:'),  1852),  iii  JcfTci-sou  coimly,  Kentucky. 

John  Douglas  Eobard's  Family. 
John  Douglas  lvol.)ards,  l)orn  in  /elTerson  comity. 
Kentucky,  Jamiary  20,  1852.    Married  Linnie  L.  Wil- 
liams, March.  IG,   1875.     To  them  were  born  eight 
cliildren,  namely: 

1.  Ennna  W.  Kobards,  born  Fi^bruary  28,  187". 
She  married  J.  J.  Blankenship,  April  4,  1900.    Ilav 
one  son,  Joseph  Jordon. 

2.  William  G.  Kol)ards,  l)orn  Octoln'r  12,  1-:  , 
He  married  Sadie  B.  Murphy.  Decen.iber  6,    •■  .'  '  . 
Have  three  children,  viz.:   Elinor  LauKir,  born  :^- '• 
tember  7,  1901;  Ennnett  W.,  l)orn  Octol)er  10.   '■     '. 
and  Lillian  Louise,  born  January  2.  1909. 

3.  Emmett  E.  Kobards,  born  January  ^^,    '      :  . 
]Married  Mayme  E.  Rogers,  November  13,  1901. 
daughter,  Enth  E.,  born  July  9,  1902,  <lied  ,'.•.=  ■ 
1903. 

4.  Sarah  V.  T.  Eobards,  born  September  -' '.  '      ' . 
Married  William  T.  Whitman,  June  27,  IPC^'-.     '    / 
one  son,  William  Thomas,  born  May  14,  19i  '7. 

5.  Erank  Eobards,  born  April  10,  1887.    '  '^i      ■    ' 
.Alary  B.  Hundley,  Eel.)ruary  2-!,  1909. 
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6.  Laiim  T.  I?()l)ar(ls,  Ixn-n     Ortobor     14,' 1889. 

7.  Douglas  K.  Ruhards,  hori]  Mai'cli  C),  189-1. 
Single. 

8.  Laiu.-ii-  Robards,  1)()ni  ,]nno  15,  1898.  Died 
N()V(«jnl)cr  10,  ]s<n},  T]]]^  l'{\])]\]y  Vwvs  iwnv  She])- 
]K'rdsvi]I(\  Kcntnrky. 

2.  AA'illiam  J)!air  Iv(>l)ai-(ls,  boni  in  rJcffVrso?! 
(•nniity,  IvoitiK'ky,  I )('('(Miib('r :>,  18.');1.  Mai'ricd  Ilcttio 
A\'il!ia]ns,  DcccmlxM' 20,  b'^82,  in  Ndson  county,  Kcn- 
tuf'ky.  ^a^■('  u<>  <'liil<lix'ii.  Slic  was  Itoi-n  in  lUillilt 
county,  Kentucky,  NoN'cinbci' 20,  bS!1.  (Ifachiatc  of 
St('Nva)'t  l''(']ualc  (N)ll(',i;-c  at  Sb('ll)y villc,  Kentucky,  in 
Juno,  bS(i5.  JIavo  lived  a  busy  lil'e.  Tliey  Hve  noai- 
Slie])lier(ls\-il]c,  Kcnitucky.  Arc-  ii'  tlu^  merchandiso 
business.  To  Iter  I  am  uiider  nbHij^'ations  b)!-tbe  geiie- 
c)lo_ii;y  of  the  l>en.ianiin  V.  Ivobarrls  I'aniily  aiid  dic- 
scencbints.  Also  tlie  l^^Mza  b*ol)ards  I'anuly  contiiuied 
fi-om  paii.'e  1  wenty-tbree.  Win.  !>lair  K<)l)ards  and. 
Ills  brotlie]',  Jolin  l)(»ui;'!as  Jxobai'ds,  ai-e  Democratic 
in  politics. 


Eliza  Eobard's  Family. 

9]).  (V-diXc  2:b)  !':]iza  K'obards,  l)orn  1S09,  in  P>ul- 
]itt  r-outy,  Kentu(dvy,  died  January  11.  ]><\r).  Mar- 
ried AltVed  Pbel])s.  Had  oiie  dau^•llter,  >,b-irion  Al- 
IVr'd  T*!iel])s,  ])()rn  October  ">,  ]KVA,  died  . January  1, 
1901.  Mai-ried  A\'illiam  I  )a\-is  <»!' Nelson  conuly,  Ken- 
tucky, b'^r)2.  Iliey  !iad  two  childi'en.  d<»se])l!  S.  !)avis, 
mayor  of  Cobnubus,  Keiitucky,  1909.  lb'  married 
iSaUie  McDonal  of  ( 'obunbus,  !\entucl-cy:  bave  no  cbd- 
dren.  The  otliei'  cliild,  Anna  Davis,  married  Alpheus 
T.  Rabin  of  New  York.     Uave  no  cbildren. 

.Alfred  J^belps  die<l  in  J8:>:;.    Eliza  Robards  Rbelps 
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maiTicd  David  Standiford  in  1835.  Tlicv  had  five 
cluldrcu;  three  died  in  eliildhood,  two  lived  to  be 
grown.  Frank  Standiford,  born  ^lay,  1S:>8,  was  killed 
in  the  Southern  army  December  28,  18G3,  at  (diaries- 
ton,  Tennessee.  He  was  fourth  sergeant,  promoted 
to  first  sergeant.  oNTargaret  A.  Standiford,  born  Oe- 
tuber  27, 18:31).  Miirricd  ThumaH  JMilton  13eeler,  Jmie 
21,  1855.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children;  nine 
lived  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

1.  John  D.  Beeler,  born  Api'il  K),  185(J:  died  Xo- 
^' ember  2,  1874. 

2.  William  II.  Beeler,  born  August  21, 1857.  Was 
twice  married,  first  to  Rosa  I^entsch  of  Louisville, 
"^^>^,v.i'v,  December  22,  1881.    She  died  Sei)tem])eL' 

c.a-ing  one  child,  Edna  Lee,  born  Octol.M'r 
.i  .,  loo2.  He  married  Minnie  Cochran  of  Bullitt 
couiitv,  Kentucky,  Xovemljcr  28,  1895.  I  lave  no  chil- 
dren. 

3.  Andy  B.  Beeler,  born  February  5,  1859. 

4.  I^ettie  Beeler,  born  October  1,  18(i0;  died  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1885. 

5.  Ida  J.  Beeler,  born  Ai)ril  2,  1802. 

6.  Thomas  ^I.  Beeler,  born  July  (>,  1865.  V:\v- 
ried  Grace  Lyon,  a  daughter  of  (Jen.  IL  B.  Lyon,  of 
Eddyville,  Kentucky,  June  15, 1898.  lie  died  Xovem- 
ber  30,  1901,  in  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky,  agcul  3G. 
Had  no  heirs.  lie  had  been  a  resident  of  Louisville 
for  fifteen  years.  He  was  ;i  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  For  ele\'cii  years  lie  had 
been  employed  as  traveling  salesman  by  the  grocery 
firm  of  Johnson  Bros.,  of  Louisville,  aiid  wi^<  ac- 
coujjted  one  of  the  best  and  most  j'eliai,)le  e(>mmercial 
travelers  going  out  of  Louisville. 

7.  Margaret  Beeler,  born  August  1,  1868.    .Mai-- 
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ried  Samuel  C.  Bell  of  Bullitt  county,  Kentucky,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1895.  llaA'e  one  child,  Julian  S.,  bora  De- 
cember 6,  189(). 

8.  Dr.  ]l(>ni'y  P.  Beeler,  ])orn  .AFay  2,  1873.  lie 
lives  in  Lafayette,  Louisiana. 

9.  Standiford  E.  Becder,  born  March  27,  1879, 
ninrrird  Amm  O.  Krantli  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
February  5, 1908.  J  laVe  one  child,  Mill\ii:art't  FmiU'Og, 
bora  iNlarch  7, 1909. 

IMargaret  A.  (Standiford)  Beeler,  burn  October 
27,  183(),  is  still  living  (1910)  in  her  father's  old  homo 
in  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky,  near  Okolona.  All 
the  cliildren  were  born  and  are  living  in  Jefferson 
county,  Kentucky,  except  Henry  P.  Beeler.  dentist. 
He  lives  in  Lafayette,  Louisiana. 


Jackson's  Wife. 

The  true  story  of  the  great  statesman's  matri- 
monial venture.  A  bit  of  historv  that  has  been  cren- 
erally  suppressed  or  destnn'cd.  The  wrong  light  in 
which  Mrs.  Jackson's  first  husband  has  been  put  by 
biographers  of  Oeneral  Jackson.  What  the  court 
records  of  Virginia  show  with  regard  to  the  Ivobards 
divorce  and  ffackson's  mai'riagc  and  gi'eat  love  for 
his  wife. 

Jackson's  wliole  public  life,  like  his  private  life, 
was  marked  by  a  strong  purpose  to  follow  Ids  own 
bent,  regardless  of  the  conseciuences,  and  he  carried 
Ids  })oints  ])y  the  slieer  force  of  Ids  character.  It 
was  in  the  same  s[)iril  that  he  invjided  anotlier  man's 
liome  and  carried  away  his  wife,  paying  no  heed  tlu^n 
to  how  the  world  nught  look  upon  it.  He  fell  in  love 
with  her.  He  wanted  her  for  himself.  She  recipro- 
cated and  he  took  her  holdiv  awav. 
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This,  howevei',  was  a  blunder  and  left  upon  him  a 
moral  stain  which  all  of  the  sophistry  and  juggling 
with  facts  by  his  friends  can  never  efface  or  conceal. 
His  marriage  to  Rachael  Donaldson,  like  Napoleon's 
repudiation  of  Josephine,  was  the  fatal  error  of  his 
]!['(•>  fnul  hH'f  fi  fAHW  whioli  »'Mn  hmvcj'  Im  hcnhHl,  Tt 
is  the  sensitiveness  of  this  sore,  no  doubt,  which  com- 
pels his  admirers  at  every  I'ccurring  interval  to  tear 
away  the  bandages  and  probe  it  and  make  fresh  ef- 
forts to  cure  it  by  denials,  and  explanations,  and  ex- 
tenuations of  the  circumstances  which  can  never  be: 
denied  or  explained  away  so  long  as  the  records  of 
the  courts  stand. 

General  Butler,  in  his  speech  before  the  Butler 
Club,  of  Boston,  January  8,  1890,  recalled  this  cir- 
cumstance in  Jackson's  life,  explaining  it  away  in 
such  terms  as  challenged  the  criticism  of  all  students 
of  liistory,  and  which  Avere  calculated  to  leave  the 
impression,  which  Jackson's  defenders  have  always 
sought  to  make,  that  "]\Irs.  Jackson  was  the  injured 
wife  of  an  unworthy  spouse,"  from  which  a  divorce 
was  a  matter  of  necessity.  In  his  address  General 
Butler  said:  "He  went  into  the  White  House  with 
an  unsullied  character,  in  every  relation  of  life,  with 
him  family  and  society;  his  name  and  fame  were  un- 
tarnished," and  again:  ''Against  his  private  life 
nothing  was  ever  breathed.  The  worst  things  the 
Whig  party  could  ever  say  against  him  was  that  he 
married,  a  woman  avIio  had  been  legally  divorced  by 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia."  Since  the  Jackson 
presidential  campaign  the  true  histoiy  of  this  affair 
has  never  been  published;  it  was  hushed  up  on  the 
election  of  Jackson  to  fill  the  chief  office  of  the  na- 
tion, but  now  that  more  than  a  century  has  passed 
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and  the  affair  can  be  talked  of  dispassionately,  therQ 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  true  facts  of  the  case 
can  not  be  published,  and  justice  done  to  the  man 
who  was  wronged. 

Wojoiirninff,  n  good  many  years  ago,  for  a  time  in 
Central  Kentucky,  1  Wils  ioaitl'd  111  tllG  oltlt'St  tOW.U 
in  the  State,  where  I  soon  found  much  to  interest 
uie  in  tlie  village  gossip  of  noted  people  about  genera-, 
tions  dead  and  gone.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  in 
tlie  old  clerk's  office  was  recorded  the  papers  con-' 
ccrning  the  Jackson-Donaldson  scandal,  and  that  the 
old  Robards  homestead  had  stood  within  easy  dis- 
tance of  the  town,  though  only  a  pile  of  stones  and 
a  huge  square  chimney  then  remained  to  mark  the 
spot  where  dwelt  the  AVidow  Robards,  from  whose 
fireside  Andrew  Jackson  stole  her  son's  wife  away. 
Recognizing  the  fact  that  I  had  stumbled  upon  a  bit 
of  important  history,  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  task 
of  gathering  up  the  threads  of  the  tangled  skein,  not 
difficult  then,  for  I  found  many  people  still  alive  who 
were  perfectly  familiar  with  the  facts,  which  had 
l>een  im^n'essed  upon  their  memories  by  the  bitter 
crimination  and  recrimination  of  the  Jackson  cam- 
paign. There  are  living  at  the  present  day  five  gen- 
ei-ations  of  the  Robards  family,  the  oldest  of  whom 
remember  the  events  as  detailed  to  them  by  their 
]ta  rents  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago.  And  there  are 
the  records  of  the  courts  which  prove  all  the  essential 
poiiUs  of  the  case.  The  story,  as  heard  direct  from 
these  people,  is  given  to  the  readers  of  this  book  with 
full  details  conceniing  the  family  of  Capt.  Lewis  Ro- 
bards, husband  of  Rachael  Donaldson,  whom  history 
has  been  kind  enough  to  hand  down  by  that  name, 
though,  as  will  be  seen,  she  was  the  legal  wife  of 
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Capt.  Lewis  Robarcls  for  two  years  after  eloping  with 
Jackson. 

By  the  women  of  a  family  its  social  status  may  be 
determined.  A  man  may  sink  below  or  rise  above  the 
level  set  by  the  world.  That  the  Robards  women  were 
<H«tinfjnlM]ir<l  jnoi'o  thnn  most  other  of  that  onrly 
day  for  tiieir  beauty  aiitl  (iUltlii'G  liiaV  be  iiif^'i'l'^d 
from  the  brilliant  marriages  made  by  them  and  the 
marked  traits  of  their  decendants. 

A  detaih'd  liistory  of  the  Robards  family  is  given 
here  for  two  reasons,  first  to  prove  the  credibility  of 
the  narrative,  and,  secondly,  by  way  of  refutation  of 
the  assertion  often  made  in  palliation  of  her  fault 
tliat  Rachael  Donaldson  after  her  marriage  found 
herself  so  suj^erior  to  her  surroundings,  and  her  law- 
ful husband  and  his  family  so  unappreciative  of  her 
worth,  that  she  was  more  readily  captivated  by  at- 
tentions shown  her  from  such  a  man  as  Jackson. 

Tradition  says: 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Will- 
iam Robards,  a  Welshman,  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Goochland  county,  Virginia,  where  he 
married  and  from  this  union  there  sprung  a  goodly 
number  of  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  Capt.  Lewis 
Robards,  husband  of  Rachael  Donaldson,  was  the 
lirst  son  by  liis  second  wife,  '\^^len  the  Colonial  War 
was  declared  l)et\veen  the  L^nited  States  and  Great 
Britain,  (Jeorge  Robards  and  his  brotlier,  Lewis,  en- 
listed in  tlic  Colonial  Army  as  ])rivates,  and  when 
tlie  war  was  ove]'  I'ctui'nod  to  theii*  liome  in  Virginia 
with  rank  as  captains,  whi<'h  titles  they  bore  ever 
afterwards.  Xot  many  years  later  they  started  out 
westward  through  the  wilderness,  taking  with  them 
their  land,  script,  which  w^as  the  only  pay  they  re- 
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ceived  from  the  government,  and  with  their  guns 
upon  their  shoulders  they  made  their  wa}"  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  conchided  to  settle,  and  located  a 
large  area  of  land  in  the  richest  part  of  the  now 
famous  bluegrass  region,  at  a  point  known  as  Cane 

JiXlU    in  Mt-rCOr  CnH!!!  Vj  ,m]'"^'+  thn  «un»iov  ot*  thn  Niato. 

After  spending  two  or  three  ycafs  in  tlie  wildei'iiess, 
clearing  their  land  for  cultivation,  and  helping  to 
rid  the  land  of  the  Indians,  tliey  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia, Avhen  their  fatlier  had  died,  and,  after  settling 
up  his  estate,  they  went  ])ack  to  Kentucky,  taking 
with  them  their  mother  and  her  large  family  of 
younger  sons  and  daughters,  and  catried  with  them 
also  a  large  number  of  slaves  which  ])elonged  to  tho 
estate. 

Meanwhile  George  Robards,  the  second  son  and 
executor  of  his  father's  estate,  had  in  1785  married 
in  the  mother  state,  Virginia,  and  brought  home 
with  him  a  lovely  young  bride,  Miss' Elizabeth  B. 
Sampson,  a  granddaughter  of  the  Dutors,  French 
Huguenots,  who  emigrated  from  France  with  a  num- 
ber of  others,  who  settled  the  "Manniken  Town" 
on  the  James  River. 

One  of  his  sisters  (Sallie)  married  Col.  John  Jou- 
ett,  whose  career  covers  several  j^ages  of  the  con- 
densed history  of  Kentucky,  and  who  for  gallantry 
upon  the  field  of  battle  received  a  sword  from  the 
Old  Dominion,  which  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
family. 

And  here  again  the  women  of  the  fan:ily  shine 
pre-eminent.  Judging  from  all  this,  it  must  be  in- 
ferred that  ^' Widow  Robards,''  as  she  was  called, 
must  have  been  herself  a  remarkable  woman  for 
that  day  and  generation. 
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It  was  iuto  this  house  that  Raehael  Donaldson 

was  inlrodiiced  by  lior  iiiaiTiiigo  to  tlio  son  of.  AVidow 

Robards,  Capt.  Lewis  Robards.  It  happened  in  tins 
wise.  Several  years  after  ]\Lrs.  Ivo1)ards  emigrated 
with  her  family  from  Virginia  she  fomid  tlial  the  log 
llOllHC    Wllicll    hll(\    brcTl    hnilt    foT'   tlicin,    nnd    H('l'^'ed 

their  necessities  when  t]K\v  first  reached  Kentneky, 
had  grown  too  small  for  their  future  oeeu])ancy.  So 
she  had  built,  near  a  famous  spi'ing  of  clc;!)-  water, 
the  lirst  stone  house  ever  erected  in  ('ciitral  Ken- 
tucky. And  around  her  hearthstone  were  gathered 
lier  sons  and  daughters,  and  the  wife  of  the  second 
son.  Soon  after  the  removal  of  the  family  into'  tlie 
new  stone  house  winter  came  on,  and  a  .Mrs.  Don.ald- 
son,  also  a  widow,  moving  from  North  Carolina  by 
wagons  to  the  west,  was  cauglit  by  storms  in.  the 
Cane  Run  neighborhood,  and  Ijcing  una])]e  to  pi-o- 
ceed  farther,  petitioned  Mrs.  Robards  to  allow  her  to 
occupy  the  deserted  log  cabin,  which  petition  was 
readily  granted,  and  thus  the  AVidow  Donaldson  and 
family  were  installed  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
Robards  homestead.  Of  her  family  was  the  fair 
Raehael,  whom  history  credits  with  great  beauty  and 
winsome  ways,  though  lacking  in  refinement.  Sum- 
ner says  of  her:  "She  was  not  at  all  fitted  to  share 
the  destiny  which  befell  Jackson."  However  tiiat 
may  be,  she  soon  ensnared  the  lieai't  of  Ca])t.  Lewis 
Robards,  whom  tradition  credits  with  having  ])een 
a  handsome  cavalier,  fond  oL'  his  horses  and  bis 
hounds,  and  history  makes  no  specific  eharges  against 
liiin  other. than  the  possession  of  a  high  tempei',  and 
a  jealous  "disposition,  which,  if  true,  after  (-viuits 
fully  justified.  A  short  courtship  was  soon  followed 
bv  marriage,  and  thus  Raehael  Doiialdson  was  Trans- 
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f erred  to  his  mother's  household,  ^vithout  objection 
on  the  part  of  any  member  of  his  family. 

At  that  time  Kentucky  was  a  perfect  mine  of  liti- 
gation, owing  to  the  insecure  tenure  of  tlie  land  titles, 
somo  of  the  claims  being  held  from  the  Indians,  some 
from  Virgiliia,  or  Trohl  tho  ^ovtU'luncnt,  o\\]]M'  by 
purchase,  or  pre-emption,  or  script,  causing  an  ever- 
lasting conflict,  from  wliicli  law3^ers,  coming  from 
many  directions,  reaped  a  rich  harvest.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  in  the  prosecution  of  some  such  huv  busi- 
ness, Andrew  Jackson,  a  prominent  young  hiwyer, 
came  from  Tennessee,  and  was  introduced  into  the 
house  of  Col.  Overton,  who  was  a  distant  relative 
of  lion.  Thomas  Davis.  As  there  were  no  inns  in 
those  days,  and  every  man's  "Iatchstring"-hung  out- 
side, Jackson  became  a  mendjer  of  the  Robards 
household  and  came  and  went  at  his  ])lcasui'e  so  long 
as  his  business  detained  him  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, no  one  observing  that  he  showed  any  particular 
partiality  for  the  society  of  Lewis  Robard's  wife. 

It  was  true  as  stated  by  various  historians,  that 
her  disposition  to  find  pleasure  in  the  society  of 
other  men  than  her  husband  had  Ijeen  noted,  and  that 
her  levity  of  conduct  with  a  ]\lr.  Peyton  Short  had 
occasioned  consideralde  gossip  and  did  afterward 
create  so  great  a  disturbaiice  as  to  occasion  lier  luis- 
band  to  appeal  to  her  mother,  who  had  tlien  moved 
to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  send  for  her,  which  she 
did,  Mrs.  Roljai-d's  imclc,  Mr.  Donaldson,  coming 
for  hei".  Tluit  she  was  considered  sim]dy  willful  and 
impudent  is  proven  by  tlie  fact  that  lier  uncle  came 
for  her  and  took  her  awa};  peaceably,  which  c(ndd 
scarcely  have  happened  if  any  serious  or  false 
charges  had  ])een  made  against  her.    7\s  Ja<'kson  liad 
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returned  to  Tonnossco  hrfoiT  this  witliout  liavin.c^  ])c- 
trayed  any  Avcakncss  for  lier,  it  is  possible  that  liis 
love  affair  with  her  did  not  commence  until  she  went 
to  her  mother's  home  in  Tennessee,  wliere  slie  either 
found  him  domiciled  already,  or  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  her  mother's  family  soon  aftei'wai'd.  Mean- 
while Lewis  Ivobard  loved  liis  wife  devotedly,  and 
after  some  friendly  intervention  aici'eed  to  a  recon- 
ciliation and  went  to  Tennessee  to  Join  her  at  her 
mother's  home.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  there,  intending  to  reside  near  her 
mother.  It  was  not  long,  however,  after  he  went  to 
Tennessee,  before  he  found  Jackson  paying  her  su.^li 
attention  as  she  should  not  have  received.  Colonel 
Overton,  who  was  also  residing  in  the  house,  in  his 
memoirs  of  Jackson,  states  that  he  remonstrated 
with  Jackson,  and  urged  him  to  leave  the  house,  as 
he  was  causing  fresh  trouble  ])etwee]i  the  husband 
and  the  wife.  Tie  also  stated  that  Kobards  liad  a 
stormy  interview  with  Jackson  concerning  the  mat- 
ter, and  that  Jackson  retreated  into  the  house,  say- 
ing that  he  was  not  so  strong  a  man  as  Rolvirds  and 
therefore  could  not  fight  him.  That  is  not  all  ])ro])- 
able,  considering  the  nature  of  the  two  men  and  the 
cause  of  the  quarrel,  they  would  not  have  had  a 
bloodless  interview  in  those  days.  Neither  is  it  prob- 
able, as  stated  by  Colonel  Overtoil,  that  lvn])ards  left 
the  house  in  anger  and  returned  to  Kentucky,  leav- 
ing his  wife  behind  him.  It  is  far  more  probal)le  that 
he  took  her  back  with  him  and  installed  her  once 
iiiore  in  bis  mother's  home  \nthout  even  mentioning 
to  them  the  reason  for  biiilging  her  back.  Tliere  is 
no  tradition  in  the  family  of  this  episode  at  Nash- 
ville.    The  elox)ement  with  Jackson  frojn  her  lius- 
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band's  home,  seemed  to  have  fallen  like  a  thunder- 
bolt upon  them,  for,  as  stated  before,  they  had  not, 
up  to  that  time,  credited  her  with  anything  more  se- 
rious than  imprudence  of  behavior.  Colonel  Overton 
wuN  Jnficsnn'H  lif(»-loi\g  friend,  and  his  account  df  the 

affair  was  written  to  vindicate  lillil.  Up  tO  till-  I'lop':- 
ment  it  is  fair  enough,  but  there  he  was  obliged  to 
diverge,  hence  made  so  lame  a  statement  that  oiv 
can  easily  read  between  the  lines  and  draw  ihc'^ 
own  inference.  According  to  Overton,  Robardv,  '-r 
anger,  left  his  wife  in  Nasliville  with  her  nvr'iT 
sometime  in  1790  or  early  in  1791.  Having  \\qi\v(]  -yw/. 
her  husband  was  going  to  return  for  her,  she  (lr<\r'.":. 
to  go  with  some  friends,  Mr.  Stark  an'.'  v.':''\  •  > 
Xatchez,  Jackson  going  along  with  them  'u^  i-niVv-' 
them  from  the  Indians.  He  remained  t' ;'■'•'■  i^:''"- 
time  for  ]\Iay  court,  when  he  returned. to  Xji.^^h '.••'''. 
On  his  arrival  in  Nashville  he  heard  tluit  '-n-v""':-' 
had  ap})lied  to  the  Legislature  of  Vi ••'_':!.::;  :'■■!•  .i 
divorce  from  his  wife,  and  supposing  thnt  :.t  l;;-'^ 
been  gi'anted,  Jackson  went  back  to  Nr.tchcz  i-i  ''"';' 
^\•here  he  married  her  privately. 

That  the  affair  was  not  quite  so  gcTr-'-ry  .-v'. 
quietly  conducted  will  ])e  shown  herccinci-  '^y  ■'::• 
records  of  the  court,  wliich  also  prove  tjint  s'l"  v;r. : 
not  at  her  mother's,  abandoned  by  her  ;v.,.sb:Lv.o  ".-^ 
jealous  anger  as  stated,  but  that  slie  "cn"^  •  "  ■■■:;• 
her  husband's  home,  which  tallies  wit'>  '  .  •  '  r  "" 
lii.stoj-y. 

There  is  no  certain  knowledge  as  to  tlu'  (■:-:•:  :■•'.••• 
of  the  elopement.  It  is  only  known  that  ;:•  ('-.:■  .:."^' 
Robards'  absence  from  home  Jackson  r."/-r'  ■'■  ■•■ 
Avife  away.  One  historian  says,  "he  rode  <-  "  r  v  ^  -"• 
day,  carrying  her  upon  his  horse  behind  hi.-i/'    :.■  :■ 


58  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  ROBARDS  FAMILY 


can  hardl}^  be  true.  The  tradition  runs,  however, 
that  when  Robards  returned  home  and  found  that 
Lus  wife  was  gone  with  Jackson,  he  followed  in  hot 
pursuit  with  his  body  servant  until  they  reached  a 
stream  near  the  Tennessee  line  called  Bear  Wallow. 
Hero  lie  fOliiid  tlliit  tlKf}'  ilimmtl  illd  I'lVdi'  by  fclTy, 
which  was  detained  on  the  other  side,  cutting  off 
\i:>  j'iii'tbcr  progress.  His  servant,  to  the  day  of  his 
..  ^avc  gra^^hic  accoimts  of  the  chase,  and  stated 
iiiat  Itobards  and  Jackson  exchanged  shots  from  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  river,  and  Jackson,  fearing  for 
the  safety  of  the  woman,  hastened  on  his  journe}', 
while  Kobards  returned  home  to  consider  his  future' 
course.  The  people  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Bear 
Wallow  used  to  point  out  to  strangers  a  tree  upon 
the  bank  of  the  river  scarred,  they  said,  by  tlie  shots. 
When  Robards  reached  home,  before  deciding 
what  his  next  step  should  be,  he  examined  the  effects 
left  behind  by  his  fugitive  wife  and  found  letters  so 
damaging  to  her  character  that  lie  decided,  by  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  that  a  decree  of  divorce  and 
not  his  wife  was  what  he  wanted.  Accordingly, 
therefore,  with  this  determination,  he  took  immediate 
steps,  according  to  the  methods  prescribed  by  law, 
which  were  necessai'ily  tedious,  since  Kentucky  was 
still  a  part  of  Virginia.  From  Barton's  "History 
of  Jackson"  I  make  the  following  extracts  and  ap- 
X)end  the  coj^ies  of  the  records  procured  from  the 
clei'k's  office.  By  the  early  laws  of  Virginia,  if  a 
man  convinced  of  his  wife's  infidelity,  desired  to  be 
divorced  from  her,  he  was  obliged  to  procure  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  authorizing  an  investigation  of 
tlie  charge  before  a  jury  found  her  guilty.  In  the 
winter  of  1790-91  Lewis  Robards  of  Kentucky  (orig- 
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inally  part  of  Virsfinia),  the  husl^and  of  the  beautiful 
and  vivacious  Raehael  Donaldson,  appeared  before 
the  Leo-islature  of  Virginia  with  a  declaration  to 
the  effect  tliat  his  wife,  Racluiel,  had  deserted  Imn, 
and  had  lived  in  adulteiy  witli  another  man,  to-wit, 
Andi't'w  Jn'-kM'Mi,  nttovnoy-Mt-l,'\\v.  whercupou  tlio 
Legislature  ol;'  Virginia  }>aSF5l'(l  iiii  iii't  ('IjIHuhL  'ivll 
act  concerning  the  marriage  of  Lewis  Robards.''  of 
wliicli  tlie  following  is  a  copy: 

Section  L  He  it  enacted  by  the  (leneral  Assem- 
])ly,  that  it  shall  and  may  1)0  lawful  for  Lewis  Ro- 
bards  to  sue  out  of  the  office  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  District  of  Kentucky,  a  writ  against  Rachael 
Kobards,  which  writ  shall  be  framed  by  the  clerk, 
and  express  the  nature  of  tlie  case,  and  shall  be 
])laced  for  eight  weeks  successively  in  the  Kentucky 
({azette:  whereupon  the  plaintiff  may  file  his  decla- 
i-ation  in  the  same  cause,  and  the  defendant  may  ai?- 
pear  and  plead  to  issue,  in  which  ease,  or  if  she  does 
not  appear  within  two  months  after  such  publication, 
it  may  be  set  foi-  trial  b>-  the  clerk  on  some  day  in 
the  succeeding  court,  but  may.  for  good  cause  shown 
in  the  court,  be  continued  until  the  term  succeeding. 

Section  2.  Connnissions  to  take  depositions  and 
subpoenaes  to  smnmon  witnesses  shall  issue  as  in 
other  cases. 

Section  15.  Notice  of  taking  of  depositions,  pub- 
lished in  the  Kentucky  Gazette,  shall  be  sufficient. 

Section  4.  A  jury  shall  be  summoned  who  shall 
1)e  sworn,  well  and  truly  to  in([uire  into  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  the  declaration,  <u'  to  tiy  the  is- 
sues joined,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  shall  find  a 
verdict  according  to  the  usual  mode;  and  if  the  jury, 
in  case  of  issue  joined,  shall  find  for  the  plaintiff'  or 
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i]i  case  of  in(|Tnry  into  the  trutli  of  the  allegations 
(Maitahiecl  in  tlie  declaratio]i,  shall  find  substance, 
tliat  tlie  derciidant  liath  (U'sci-ted  the  i)]a!ntifr.  and 
tliat  sJie  ]iath  lived  in  adultery  witli  anotlier  man 
since  that  desertion,  the.said  verdict  sliall  lie  record- 
ed, aiid,  liieivUjMni,  iile  uial'i'iage  l)ei\veeii  ilie  said 
Le^vis  Robai'ds  and  Rachael  Ixohards  shall  be  totally 
dissolved. 

This  apj)lieation  to  th<'  Legislature  of  \'irginia 
was  not  made,  it  seems,  vitliout  Jaekson's  knowl- 
edge, and  as  a  hiwyer,  ])racticLna:  in  the  courts  of 
Kentucky  and  Virginia,  he  knew  .the  natural  process 
of  the  law.  If  the  charges  were  not  true,  ready  as 
he  afterward  proved  himself  to  be,  to  resent  any  in- 
sult to  her,  he  certainly  would  ha\'e  come  forward 
and  done  her  the  justice  to  disprove  the  charge.  His 
partisans  do  not  claim  that  he  did  not  know  of  it, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  Jackson,  sup]>osing  tliat  the 
divorce  had  been  granted,  ''married  Kachael  Donald- 
son in  July,  1791."    (See  miscellaneous.) 

Meanwhile  the  Virginia  Legislature  passed  the 
act  as  before  mentioned  (copied  from  tlieir  records). 
It  recjuired  then  some  time,  tjir  country  being  a 
wilderness  with  no  mails  estabiibhed  to  convey  the 
official  notice  to  Kentucky  and  await  the  convening 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  take  depositions  and  serve 
notice,  etc.,  all  uf  which  Jackson  knew  and  had 
abimdant  time  to  defend  the  woman,  for  it  was  not 
until  1793,  the  April  term  of  the  AFercer  Circuit 
Court,  that  th'e  ease  was  called  and  set  for  hearing  in 
the  June  court.  This  is  a  eopv,  the  first  vrhieh  at)- 
pears  on  the  Mcrc.er  clerk's  records.  Lewis  Eobards 
complains  of  Rachael  Robards  in  custody,  etc.,  of  a 
plea  of  adultery,  for  this,  to- wit:    "That,  whereas, 
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the  said  Racliael  Robards  on  the  —  day  of  —  in  tlie 
year  —  was,  in  due  form,  according  to  law,  nnited  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  the  said  Lewis 
Robards,  nevertheless,  the  said  Rachael,  in  violation 
of  her  most  solemn  promise  did,  on  the  —  day  of 

July,  iii  tlio  year  17D0^  (»]f?pn  fvpm  h^r  iut«bnnri,  ^nia 

Lewis,  and  live  in  adultery  with  another  man,  and 
still  continues  with  the  adulterer.  Then^foi'e,  the 
said  Lewis  prays  that  the  said  marriage  between  said 
Rachael  and  Lewis  may  be  dissolved  according  to  an 
act  of  the  Assembly  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 

"J.BROWN.'' 

(This  John  Brown,  Lewis  Robards'  attorney,  was 
at  that  time  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and  was  after- 
ward the  first  representative  of  Kentucky  in  the 
United  States  Senate.) 

Right  here  is  a  discrepancy  in  Overton's  story 
and  court  records  which  show  that  she  eloped  from 
her  husband  in  July,  1790,  while  Overton  represents 
her  as  living  with  her  husband  at  her  motlier's  in 
Nashville,  in  the  fall  of  1790  and  eai'ly  m  1791,  and 
as  going  to  Natchez  with  Jackson  and  the  Starks, 
while  in  point  of  fact  she  had  eloped  in  July,  1790. 
This  record  also  settles  the  manner  of  her  leaving. 

On  account  of  the  al)seiit  witnesses  tlu^  suit  was 
not  over  until  the  September  eonrt,  third  dav,  as  the 
following  paper  copied  fi'om  the  records  shows: 

The  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  to  the  siieriff 
of  }vlercer  county,  greeting:  You  are  hereby  eoin- 
manded  to  summon  Hugh  ^IcGarey  and  .Jolni  i'ow- 
an,  to  appear  before  the  justice  of  our  court  oF  (pi;:''- 
ter  sessions  at  the  court  house,  to  teslify  i\m\  tlie 
trutii  to  say  in  behalf  of  Lewis  R()l)ards  in  n  rert.ii]! 
matter  of  controversv  in  <>nr  said  coni'l,  dcMH'ndii^g 
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and  undetermined  between  the  said  Lewis  Robards, 
plaintiff,  and  Raehael  Robards,  defendant,  and  this 
they  shall  in  nowise  omit,  under  penalty  of  $100 
each,  and  have  then  and  there  tlie?  e  witnesses. 

THOMAS  ALLEX, 

Clerk  of  mi'  court,  ut  tlio  mm  liuti^^c,  August  U, 

1793. 

As  the  law  reqiiired  the  due  notification  of 
Racliael  Robards  and  she  made  no  answci',  tlie  jiny 
bringing  tlie  verdict,  of  which  the  following  is  a  c(»})y : 

"We,  tlie  jury,  do  find  that  the  de!cndant,  Raehael 
Robards,  both  deserted  her  husband,  tlic  plaintilf. 
Lewis  Robards,  and  hath  and  d(  th  still  live  in 
adultery  ^vith  another  man. 

JOITX  LTGHTFOOT. 

The  following  transcript  from  the  records  of  ?\[er- 
cer  county,  Kentucky,  shows  the  final  results  of  this 
proceeding.  At  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held 
for  Mercer  county  at  the  court  hous(^  in  narrodslnu'g 
on  the  27th  day  of  September,  179!1,  this  day  came 
the  plaintiff,  by  his  attorney,  and  tl:  ereupon  ca]>ie  a 
jury,  to-wit:  James  Bradbury,  Thomas  Smith, 
Gabriel  Slaughter,  John  Lightfoot.  Sanmcl  Work, 
Harrison  Davis,  John  Ray,  01)edia"i  AVriglit,  John 
jNlills,  John  ^Means,  Joscjjh  ^Jlioniar,  aiid  Benj;uni]i 
Sanders,  who,  being  elected,  ti-ied  ;'ii(l  sworn,  well 
and  truly  to  inquire  into  the  allegat'on  in  ])hiintift"'s 
declaration,  specified,  upon  oath,  do  ;-;ay  that  the  de- 
fendant, Raehael  Robards,  hath  and  doth  still  live 
in  adultery  with  another  man,  it  is  therefore  con- 
sidered by  the  court  that  the  marriage  l3etween  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  is  dissolved. 

Thus  ended  this  celebrated  case.  Jackson  had 
been  living  with  her  as  his  wife  o\'er  two  years  Avhcn 
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it  was  closed.  They  never  were  heard  from  in  regard 
to  it  while  it  was  pending,  and  never  would  liavc 
been  heard  from  again  if  he  had  never  Ijecome  a 
great  man  with  tlie  eyes  of  the  nation  upon  him. 
That  Jackson,  a  lawyer,  did  not  know  of  or  keep 
truck  of.  tliO  ]M'?>(!(U.m1!?IK'^;  'm  MiM^I'oMicM'ouw.  Yet.  Over- 
ton states  that  at  the  end  of  two  years  »)a('ksoh  was 
surprised  to  learn  that  it  had  .just  been  decided,  and 
upon  his  suggestion  was  again  married  publicly. 

Near  Natchez,  Mississi|)pi,  there  used  to  stand  a 
ruined  log  hut,  which  was  pointed  out  to  strangers 
as  the  spot  where  they  had  spent  their  honeymoon. 
This  was  no  doubt  the  spot  to  which  he  carried  her 
when  they  first  ran  away,  for  she  was  kept  in  a 
* 'place  of  safety,"  says  one  historian,  until  after 
''Robards"  applied  for  a  divorce. 

Over  thirty  years  they  lived  together  quietly  and 
without  question,  ])erfectly  unconcerned  about  th.c 
irregularity  of  their  union,  so  far  as  any  one  knew, 
imtil  he  was  put  forward  as  tlie  candidate  ol'  the 
Democratic  party  for  pi'esident,  when  this  episode  of 
}iis  private  life  was  brought  forward  by  the  Whigs, 
and  it  became  necessaiy  i'or  his  friends  to  ])ut  as 
good  a  face  upon  the  matter  as  eould  be  made,  then 
'disregarding  the  Avell  known  I'aets  ef  llie  e;ise  and 
records  of  the  courts,  tliey  ])i'o('eeded  to  just'Ty  the 
conduct  of  Jackson  and  liis  wife  ])y  vili tying  her 
wronged,  husband,  wb.ose  home  Jackson  had  destroy- 
ed by  the  alienation  ot  the  affections  of  his  wife  and 
robbing  him  of  her.  His  own  sensitiver.ess  eoueern- 
ing  the  good  name  of  his  wife  is  the  strongest  proof 
"which  can  be  brought  to  the  weakness  of  his  cause. 
He  was  well  aware  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  ex- 
planation concerning  tlieir  marriage,  and  b}'  way  of 


64  GENEAOLOGY  OF  THE  ROBARDS  FAMILY 

strengthening  it  kept  his  pistol  ready  for  any  person 
who  questioned  it,  his  readiness  to.  defend  her  was 
chivalrous  heroic,  but  painful  in  its  results.  Dicken- 
son, a  prominent  young  lawyer,  was  killed  by  him, 
his  friends  freely  admit,  because  he  connnitted  the 
imj^ardonable  sin  of  speaking  disrespectfully  of  ■Mrs. 
JnokHoiaVi   T)nsf   lifo,      ITia   bcnutifiil    yntnii;^   wiH',    t'> 

whom  he  bade  a  fond  goodbye  in  the  early  dawn, 
promisiug  to  return  soon,  was  widowed  a  few  hours 
later  by  a  pistol  shot  from  Andrew  Jackson  for  this 
cause.  It  is  said  that  he  regretted  this  more  than 
any  act  of  his  life,  and  well  he  might,  for  in  his 
heart  of  hearts  he  knew  that  Dickerson  was  justified 
in  criticising  this  indiscretion  of  their  youth.  ^Irs. 
Jackson  died  before  inauguraton  only  a  few  days, 
of  a  broken  heart,  it  was  said — certainly  of  heart 
disease.  It  was  fortunate  for  her  and  the  nation,  for 
she  could  not  have  presided  at  the  White  House  with- 
out serious  social  complications.  Luckily,  also,  tlierc 
were  no  descendants  of  this  ill-starred  union.  Capt. 
Lewis  Robards,  several  years  after  obtaining  the 
divorce,  v/as  married  to  a  very  handsome  and  esti- 
mable lady  of  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky,  witli 
whom  he  lived  happily  to  a  good  old  age,  and  their 
descendants  may  be  found  occupying  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  in 
Kentucky  and  Missouri  chiefly. 

(The  writer  of  this  article  is  unknown.) 


Capt.  George  EoBards  Family 

Capt.  George  RoBards,  born  in  Goochland  county, 

Virginia,  August  5, 1760.    Died  testate,  July  13, 1833, 

on  his  farm  in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  aged  73 

years.    Married  Elizabeth  Barbara  Sampson  in  1785. 
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She  died  testate,  November,  1836,  in  Palmyra,  ]\[is- 
souri.    They  had  the  following  children: 

IV.  Andrew  Lewis  RoBards,  boi-n  October  4, 
1787. 

IV.  Nancy  Porter  RoBards,  born  January  20, 
3700.     Blui  ^narrinrl,  .1«07,  .To],n  R.  Tliompsoii.  Sr..  of 

Harrodsbnrg,  Rehtucky. 

IV.  Sallie  Hill  RoBards,  born  Februai-y  8,  1795. 
Married  George  Bowman.    Had  two  children. 

IV.  Captain  Archibald  Sampson  RoBards,  born 
December  25,  1797,  died  1862.  ^larried,  1831, 
Amanda  Carpenter.  She  was  born  1808,  died  1865. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Logan) 
Carpenter.  They  moved  to  Hannibal,  Missouri,  1843. 
Was  twice  mayor  of  that  city.  Toolv,  at  his  own 
expense,  a  company  of  men  to  California  in  1849. 
Gave  freedom  to  his  slaves  thei-e  in  1850.  T!u>y  left 
six  children,  viz.: 

V.  George  C.  RoBards,  born  1833.  He  was  a 
brave  captain  in  the  Confederate  army  througliout 
the  war.    He  died  1879. 

Y.  Jane  E.  RoBards,  born  1834,  married  Presi- 
dent J.  K.  Rogers  of  Columbia,  ^[issouri.    Died  1882. 

V.  Sallie  Hill  RoBards,  born  1836,  married  B. 
W.  S.  Bowman.  After  his  death,  in  1868,  she  mar- 
ried Rev.  H.  H.  Haley,  wlio  died  in  1874.  T\wy  had 
one  daughter,  Clifton,  who  married  David  Hays. 

A'.  »I(»lin  Lewis  RoBards,  l^orn  I^'.IH,  married 
Sarah  C.  Ilehn,  daughter  of  Judge  Jolni  B.  IT(4m, 
Tliey  have  tliree  cliildren,  viz.:  Mary  Logan.  Ro- 
Bards, married  Elisha  Richardson  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky; Archie  Crump  Rol^ards  and  ^Label  Helm  Ro- 
Bards. She  married  James  R.  Bozarth  ot'  Hanniljal 
Produce  Co.,  Haimibal,  ^lissouri. 
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V.  Henry  Clay  RoBards,  born  1842,  died  1885. 
He  was  a  fearless  officer  in  the  Confederate  service 
during  the  war. 

V.  Archey  S.  RoBards,  born  1849,  died  1879,  in 
Cohinibia,  Missouri. 

JV,      KHRubctU  Dni'lxirn  l^oBardM,  lioj'it  April  20, 

1799,  married  James  Mosby.  They  liad  three  chii- 
dren,  viz.:    William,  John  and  Elizabeth. 

IV.  Mary  Kem])  RoBards,  ])orn  A])ril  6,  1801, 
died  1833.  MniM-ied  Peter  B.  Atwood.  Had  one 
cliild,  Rett}'. 

IV.  George  Washington  RoBards,  born  October 
6,1802.  Married  Sarah  Eppes.  One  son,  Br.  George 
W.  RoBards  of  Mississip])i. 

IV.  Jane  Dutors  RoBards,  bom  December  9, 
1805,  married  William  Buckner,  one  daughtei',  ]\Iary. 

IV.  Almira  RoBards,  born  December  9,  1811, 
married  W^illiam  P.  Owsley;  had  two  daughters,  Bet- 
tie  and  Nannie.  Bettie  married  John  C.  Hatch,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Nannie  married  William  Johnson, 
Dallas,  Texas. 

IV.  Catherine  RoBards,  born  ^larcli  15,  1815, 
married  James  II.  Stirman  of  Fayetteville,  Arkan- 
sas.   She  died  December,  1901. 

Nancy  Porter  RoBards  Family 

IV.  Nancy  Porter  RoBards,  born  January  20, 
1790,  married  John  B.  Thompson,  Sr.,  1807,  of  Har- 
rodsburg,  KentTicky.  She  died  in  1870,  aged  80 
years.    Their  children,  viz.: 

John  B.  Thomp?;on,  born  1810,  died  1874:  was  U". 
S.  Senator. 
•  Henry  Tliompson,  born  1812,  died  1900. 

jMaria  Thompson,  born  1814,  died  189G,  married 
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William  Daviess;  had  a  daughter,  Mrs.  II.  C.  Pitt- 
man,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Charles  Thompson,  born  1818,  died  1872.  Has 
son,  John  Charles  Thompson,  lawyer,  of  Cheyenne, 
Wyomin.sj. 

Philip  B.  Thompson,  born  1820.  Colonel  in  Con- 
federate army  and  lawyer,  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky; 
has  sons,  Philij)  B.  Thompson,  M.  C,  and  John  B. 
Thompson,  lawyers.  Both  served  in  Confederate 
army. 

Elizabeth  Tliompson,  born  1822,  died  1883. 

Ann  Thompson,  born  1826,  married Trimble. 

Died  1889. 

Susan  Burton  Thompson,  bona  1828,  marrk-d 
Henry  oMassie.  Has  son,  David  Mead  Massie,  lawyer, 
of  Columbia,  Ohio. 

Katherine  Thompson,  born  1831,  married 

Dunn.    Died  1894,  in  Ohio. 


Capt.  George  RoBards 

Cai)t.  George  RoBards,  born  August  5,  1760,  died 
testate,  July  13,  1833,  aged  73  years.  He  enlisted  in 
his  sixteenth  year  in  the  Fourteenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, Continental  Line.  He  was,  in  his  nineteenth 
year,  commissioned  by  Govcraor  Thomas  Jefferson, 
lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.  State 
Line.  Was  in  the  battle  of  Camden.  His  brother, 
William,  by  his  side,  was  severely  wounded.  He  was 
commissioned  captain  in  1781  and  sei-i'ed  until  the 
close  of  the  war. — By  John  L.  RoBards,  Hannibal, 
Missouri. 


Fuvth'^r  resparch,  we  find.  Febniary  4,  1778,  he 
eulisted  for  three  vears.    ilis  rank  as  a  soldier  was: 
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.1st,  Orderly  S('rG:oaTit:  2(1,  Q.  M.  Scr-(':\nt;  i^xl.  (\)in- 
inissary  ('Ici'k  to  \v;i,l;'(>]i  lunsto'.  ('aplaiiis  I  lawiciiis 
and  !\(»b('i-l()ii,  ("olojicl  Charles  I>c\vis.  April,  17^0. 
enlisted  for  liriccn  months;  rMidv,  Lieutenant,  Can- 
tain  l^^dmnnd  Curd  company,  (\)loncd  Lucas  j'c^i- 
DU'iit.    I^u»'l_\*,  tinly,  17Kii,  t(>  (>ii(l  of  \\'n  r,  wf'M  <'n))tniui 

lie  was  in  tiio  biittles  of  iJi'diidywiiie,  (lei'iiiatitdwji. 
]\ronmouth.  Stony  J^oint  and  Camden.  lie  enlisted 
in  (looeldand  county,  Mrg'inia.  Tlie  date  of  his  a])- 
])lieati()n  I'oi'  pension  ])eing  July  9,  L^32.  ILis  home 
at  that  time  was  Mercer  county,  Kentucky.  .His 
Ijrother,  Jesse,  testified  in  tlie  case. 


Col.  John  Lewis  RoBards 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  Jolui  L.  RoBai'ds,  of 
Hannibal,  Missouri,  was  boiii  in  I^incoln  coun.ty. 
Kentucky,  .May  10,  .1838.  Is  a  son  of  Capt.  Archibald 
8.  KoBards  and  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Ceorge  Ro- 
Bards, of  Revohitionary  fame.  Yic  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  C.  Hehn,  are  botli  natives  of  Kentucky,  lie 
was  a  student  of  the  Missouri  X'niversity.  Grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  of  the  Lhiiversity  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  AYas  a  vice-president  of  the 
^Missouri  Bar  Association,  also  a  vice-])resident  of 
the  Missouri  Sons  of  the  American  Ixevohition. 

The  llamiibal  Morning  Jouriial,  of  Mi\y  13,  .190S, 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  seventieth  birth- 
day of  Col.  John  L.  RoBards  at  the  Park  Methodist 
Sunday  School.  Rev.  Robinson,  the  pastor,  made  the 
following  speech  in  presenting  birthday  pivsents: 

Brother  !voB)ards,  you  remembei'  that  while  Jesus 
w^as  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  Leper,  Mary  came 
with  an  alaljaster  l)ox  of  very  jn-ecious  ointment  as 
they  sat  at  meat  and  out  of  the  depths  of  li<'r  lowing 


COL.  JOHN  LEWIS  ROBARDS  69 


Jioart  slio  anointed  him.  Sir,  these  women  members 
of  this  ''^lary  Sunday  School  class"  of  whom  you 
are  teacher,  each  carry  in  their  bosom  an  ahibaster 
box  filled  with  very  precious  ointment  of  love  and 
tender  regard  for  you  as  well  as  a  deep  sense  of  ap- 
j^reciation  of  yoTir  efficient  work  in  the  class  and  J'or 
the  church. 

Being  too  timid  to  speak  out  of  the  abundance  of 
their  hearts  these  women  have  asked  me  to  l)reak  the 
alabaster  box  of  ointment  and  anoint  you  before' the 
l)urial.  These  books,  sii',  1  hai'e  been  asked  to  pre- 
sent them  to  you,  as  a  small  token  of  love  and  grati- 
tude. ]May  you  find  in  them  thoughts  to  ins]>ire  your 
]iol)le  mind,  and  warm  your  noble  heart,  and  as  you 
pei'use  tliese  pages  rememl)er  that  there  is  b(>tween 
the  lines  a  heart  language  which  no  one  can  read  l)ut 
yourslf.  .  .  .  ,  . 

^Ve  are  told  that  it  has  been  seventy,  summers 
since  you  started,  I  was  about  to  say,  on  your  earthly 
pilgrimage,  I  will  say,  on  your  eternal  pilgrimage. 
The  ^lays  of  your  years,  sayeth  the  word,  are  tliree 
score  and  ten,  and  if  v.'c  continue  longer,  it  will  be 
])ut  for  a  short  time  and  we  are  soon  cut  off  and  we  ■ 
fly  away.  .  • 

AVe  congratulate  you,  sir,  in  that  the  weight  of 
these  years,  with  their  winters  and  storms,  have  left 
you  with  sunshine  in  your  soul,  melody  and  music  ' 
in  your  heart. 

The  prayer  of  each  of  us  shall  be  that  your  life 
will  ver  exhibit  a  brighter  glow,  a  sweeter  content- 
ment, a  purer  joy,  like  the  sunset  that  turns  even- 
the  sullen  clouds  into  crimson  and  gold." 

Colonel  Robards  responded  in  a  very  hap]:>y  man- 
ner, beimc  moved  Avith  emotion.    At  the  conclusion 
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of  his  remarks  the  Sunday  School  filed  into  tlio  ])ai'- 
lor,  in  which  tlie  celebration  was  held,  and  shook 
hands  with  Brother  EoBards,  one  by  one-  The  room 
was  beautifully  decorated,  and  Superintendent  W. 
T.  League  furnished  a  most  handsome  Horal  offering. 
Those  who  live  well,  live  long,  and  our  wishes  are 
that  his  life  raav  vet  be  extended  manv  v(»ars. 


HOV/  A  BOY  OF  ELEVEN  YEARS 

CROSSED  THE  PLAINS  IN  FORTY-NINE. 


Recollections  of  Col.  John  L.  Eobards  of  Hannibal, 

Missouri,  Whose  Trip  to  California  Made  Him 

the  Wonder  of  Other  Boys. 

Hannibal,  Missouri,  Xovenibei-  (\  1909. — Col. 
John  L.  Robards  is  said  to  be  the  youngest  49er 
that  ever  left  Missouri  in  quest  of  gold  in  the  far 
West.  The  statement  has  never  been  eh<illenged. 
He  was  bora  in  Lincoln  county,  Kentucky,  ^[ay  8, 
1838,  came  with  his  parents  to  ^lissouri,  184;>.  and 
left  Hannibal  for  the  Pacific  coast  in  the  spring  of 
1849,  when  he  was  11  years  old.  His  father,  Archi- 
bald S.  Robards,  was  captain  of  a  company  of  fifteen 
Hannibalites,  who  made  the  jouniey  with  ox  teams. 

"Most  of  the  boys  of  my  age  about  Hannibal  were 
ambitious  to  go  on  the  river,  but  I  had  been  reading 
the  papers  a  great  deal;  they  were  teeming  witli  In- 
dian stories  and  gold  discoveries,  and  wlien  I  foim'l 
father  was  arranging  for  the  long  hike  I  woidd  Jiof 
give  him  any  rest  until  he  agi'eed  to  take  nie  aloiig. 
I  didn't  care  for  the  river;  adventure  was  the  lode- 
stone  to  my  boyish  mind.  The  folks  tried  to  talk  me 
out  of  it,  but  my  head  was  set;  I  was  bound  to  see 
whether  Indians  were  as  bad  as  tln-y  were  painted. 
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or  whether  the  story  books  had  lied.  It  was  the 
journey  more  than  the  gold  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow 
that  lured  me;  the  overland  eruise  through  tiie  en- 
chanted valley.  Xo  tale  concerning  its  wonders  was 
unbelievable. 

^'feiii  C!(J]il(»li§  §tOOd  alllODg  tl!U  1)0)'?^  tluU  i^Mh- 
ered  about  the  wagons  the  day  we  left.  He  wrote  the 
incident  up  in  later  years.  To  each  ])oy  I  promised 
a  sack  of  gold  if  luck  came  our  way." 

Ten  months  on  the  way. — "We  were  ten  months 
and  four  days  traveling  from  I:Ianni])al  to  ]\[ariposa, 
where  our  mining  operations  were  to  be.  Fatiier 
took  with  him  one  of  our  slaves,  called 'Green,  and 
later  liberated  him.  Green  was  the  first  slave  liber- 
ated in  California. 

"While  in  camp  at  Pima,  Arizona,  near  the  Gila 
river,  a  man  rode  in  and  asked  permission  to  stay 
wdth  us  a  while.  Hospitality  was  the  law  of  the 
desert  and  father  cordialh^  welcomed  him.  Next 
morning  a  swarm  of  Indians  j'ode  up,  decked  out  in 
feathers  and  paint,  armed  with  bows,  arrows,  lances 
and  a  few  guns.  They  fully  came  up  to  my  youthful 
fancy,  but  they  were  not  on  the  war[)ath — not  just 
then.  Some  of  them  had  ])rought  corn  and  other  pro- 
duce to  sell.  Father  welcomed  them  through  an 
interpreter,  and  they  were  soon  browsing  about  the 
cam}),  making  themselves  very  nuudi  at  home.  There 
were  500  of  them  and  25  of  us,  our  parly  having  been 
increased  by  ten  argonauts  we  had  encountered  on 
the  road.  Suddenly  an  Indian  gave  a  sc]"eee]i;  tlien 
followed  wildest  volume  of  brokcTi  lingo  I  had  ever 
heard. 

"The  braves  had  caught  sight  of  the  stranger's 
horse  and  were  claimins;  it  as  their  own.     Father 
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went  to  where  the  trouble  was  and  the  interpreter 
told  him  the  horse  had  been  stolen  from  the  chief  hy 
some  Mexicans  and  the  Indians  were  going  to  have 
it  back  or  annihilate  the  white  party.    Some  sort  of 

nifjnol     \vn«    mivcin     micl     tlic    vof\     Avoi'viovR    n,esoT>iV)]od 

theniselves  ^^•ith  military  j)recisioh  about  the  camp, 
with  bows  and  arrows  ready  for  action.  Father  rea- 
lized the  gravity  of  tlie  situation.  lie  had  observed 
the  horse  had  shown  signs  of  recognizing  tlie  Indians 
and  made  up  his  mind  they  liad  told  a  stiv.iglit  stoiy. 
Then  lie  di reeled  the  stivuiger  to  turn  over  the  horse 
to  the  Indians,  but  that  worthy,  indifferent  to  our- 
perilous  predicament,  absolutely  refused:  he  said  he 
had  paid  good  money  for  the  horse  and  was  going  to 
keep  it." 

A  forced  trade- — ''The  interpreter  quickly  trans- 
lated his  ultimatum  to  the  chief,  who  was  standing 
with  father  in  the  center  of  the  camp.  The  Indians, 
""who  had  come  on  a  friendly  mission,  nov;  began  to 
look  ferocious.  Father  whispered  to  me  to  run  to. 
the  wagon  and  get  his  dueling  pistol  and  my  box  of 
Indian  trinkets — beads,  mirrors  and  some  small, 
bright  oi'naments  which  har]  been  given  me  in  Hanni- 
bal by  a  relative  of  Gen.  Ben  Butler's.  The  pistol 
w^as  of  the  sort  used  by  Kentucky  gentlemen  in  set- 
tling aftaii's  of  honor.  It  shot  one  ball,  about  the 
size  of  a  big  marble,  and  was  as  formidable  as  a  can- 
non. Handsome  engravings  decorated  the  steel  parts; 
tliere  was  a  mechanical  device  to  set  a  hair  trigger. 
Father  grasped  the  big  pistol  and  trinkets  and  before 
any  one  realized  what  he  was  about  he  had  thmst 
the  weapon  against  the  chief's  head  and  held  up  tlie 
-baubles  in  the  other  hand. 
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"  'Tell  him,'  he  said  sternly  to  the  interpreter,  'he 
can  take  his  choice.' 

''The  interpreter  communicated.  There  was  a 
curious  grimace  on  the  bronzed  face  of  the  chieftain 
and  then  it  became  stolid.  Then  he  slowly  reached 
out  his  long  arm  and  took  the  beads  and  things.  The 
act  signified  a  compact;  there  was  no  further  danger, 
Ix'canse  tlie  cliief 's  command  was  the  law  of  the  tribe. 
Tlie  Indians  lowered  their  bows  and  arrows  and  were 
nialviiig  ready  to  depart,  but  father  realized  that  an 
;iiijiistife  had  l)een  done  them  by  keeping  the  chief's 
hoi's*e;  he  did  not  intend  that  the  stranger,  who  had 
^hown  such  indifference  to  our  danger,  should  profit 
hy  tlie  situation,  and  this  time  he  went  and  got  the 
horse  and  delivered  it  to  the  surprised  Indian  chief. 
The  stranger  cussed  and  fumed,  but  it  didn't  help 
him.  The  big  chief  said  a  whole  lot  of  nice  things  to 
Tis  and  made  us  some  much  appreciated  presents  of 
provender. ' ' 

Danced  wdth  Mexican  Girls. — "Going  up  the 
T'oast  we  stopped  at  Santa  Barbara  and  camped.  A 
Mexican  gentleman  came  to  our  camp  and  invited  us 
•to  a  fandango  at  his  house  one  night.  ^lost  of  us 
could  talk  a  little  Spanish  and  we  wore  Mexican  hats. 
I  had  a  broad  red  sash  and  fringed  breeches.  Father 
took  me  along  and  I — a  boy  of  11— had  the  tim.e  of 
:my  life  dancing  with  the  pretty  Mexican  girls.  They 
■thought  it  quite  a  frolic  to  dance  with  the  little 
''Americano'  who  had  traveled  2,000  miles  in  an  ox- 
team  caravan.  Next  morning  our  Mexican  host  and 
his  wife,  who  seemed  to  mc  a  most  beautiful  woman, 
'Came  out  to  camp  again  and  the  man  laid  on  a  box 
•a  sack  r-ontaining  $1,000  in  silver  and  said: 

"  'Mv  wife  and  I  have  no  childr<>n,'  lie  said  to 


74  GENEALOGY  .OF  THE  ROBARDS  FAMILY 


father; /you  have  a  long  and  dangei'ou.s  journey  yet 
ahead  of  you;  let  us  keep  the  boy  and  the  money's 
yours.' 

''It  never  occurred  to  nie  tliat  I  was  worth  any- 
tlnnff  Ulco  ihixt  nriiount  of  money,  and  I  was  just  a 
iittle  curious  to  kiiolV  wlliit  lililil'i' — Wlio  liiid  goiie 
West  after  gold — would  think  of  such  a  proposition. 
For  a  moment  his  eyes  twinkled,  and  then  he  gra- 
ciously thanked  the  JM'exican,  but  informed  him  it 
was  not  the  custom  of  our  country  to  sell  chiUlron." 

Indian  Chief  for  a  AVeek.— "But  a  litth;  further. 
along  a  greater  glory  came  to  Greeii,  our  negro  slave 
—it  looked  like ^a  wonderful  honor,  at  first.  One  day 
Le  came  to  father  and  told  him  the  Indians  over  at 
Camp  Suter  had  elected  him  chief  of  the  tribe.  You 
see,  CJreen,  along  with  the  balance  of  us,  could  talk 
a  little  Spanish  and  had  also  picked  up  some  India]i 
during  the  trij).  Father  said' it  would  never  do  for 
a  slave  to  be  ruler  of  a  tribe  of  freemen,  but  he  called 
five  or  six  of  our  party  around.  The  matter  was  long 
and  earnestly  debated,  Green  watching  the  proceed- 
ings with  great  interest,  as  the  result  would  decide 
whether  he  would  be  king  or  slave.  I  knew  how  he 
would  like  to. send  word  to  the  darkies  at  home  about 
his  wonderful  i-ise  in  the  world,  and  was  glad  wlien 
the  conference  decided  that  if  he  was  to  be  an  Indian 
chief  he  must  be  liberated,'  and  father  promptly  as- 
sented to  this,  remarking  that  Green  had  come  with 
him  from  Kentucky  and  had  always  proven  a  most 
faitfiful  servant. 

"The  tj'ibesmen  waited  outside  the  camp,  and 
when  (Ireen  was  formally  declared  a  free  man  they 
took  their  hew"  leader  c'hvny,"  •  uttering  shouts  of 
triumph. 
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''In  a  week  the  kinc;  was  back,  liis  kinky  hair  full 
of  feathers  and  liis  clothes  \n  tattei's.  He  didn't  say 
anythino"  foi*  a  IVw  days,  aiid  tlicn  he  let  fcither  in  on 
the  secret: 

''  'For  de  fust  day  hit  was  lots  o'.  fun,'  he  said; 

^\\v  }m{  jiiiiii)i'(l  'I'Diiiid,  ^ini^^vil  inid  wnrwliunjuMh 

An'  den  we  run  out  o'  j^rub  an'  hat  ter  eat  n'rass  an 
roots  ei*  starve.  Den  nl)  j-esio-ncd.  j\]\  wants  ter  ho 
1)ack  wliai' all  was.  Hit  ain't  no  scuse  iu  lu'iu'  a  l^iui;' 
'tliou,L!,']it  eiinylhiuj;'  ter  eat.' 

A  Dishonest  Pil.^i-im. — ""We  niined  at  ?\[ariposa 
and  other  i)laces.  ]nni  store  at  Sacramento  and  gut 
together  several  sacks  of  gold  dust.  Then  father  ha<I 
a  yearning  to  go  ])ack  home,  and  1  don't  liave  to  state 
that  I  had  a  simihir  tceliug.  At  S.-in  KraUiCisco  W(* 
joined  a  ])ai'ty  Iiomcwai'd  ])ound.  AA'liile  tliere  a  man 
came  to  us,  and  stated  tliat  he  was  liroke;  lu^  had  a 
letter  fi'om  his  sick  wife,  pU'ading  with  him  to  come 
home;  wonld  we  ])ay  his  passage  ])ack? 

"Such  a  plea  was  as  a  conin.iand  to  the  miner  of 
'49.  The  money  was  (piickly  raised,  and  tiie  man  ap- 
peared overwhelmed  with  gratitude.  T!ie  mcunbers 
of  the  party,  haviug  Imsiness  about  town  before  tlie 
shi})  sailed,  lei't  tlieir  gold  dust  in  charge  of  the  pil- 
grim who  \\'as  so  anxions  to  I'ctui-n  to  his  sick  wife. 
AVhen  they  caiue  haclc  to  the  room  several  sacks — 
about  >rl,SOO — were  missing.  The  faithless  guai'd  was 
caught  and  coiii'essed  he  had  hid  tlu'  gold  near  tiu^ 
edge  oi'  town;  he  oCrere^l  to  show  tlie  Iiiding  ])la.c<'. 
He  said  lie  nevc!'  liad  Itad  so  itni'-]i  money  in  all  his 
life;  that  he  had  ho])ed  to  hring  some  !>ack  with  him, 
l)Ut  failed  to  make  a  strike;  he  jnst  couldn't  resist  the 
tem]>tatiou  when  he  saw  the  pi'ccious  stuff  so  neai*, 
and  nobod\   watching. 
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"Tlicy  tied  his  thumbs  together  and  told  ]iiin  to 
lead  the  way  to  the  buried  .52:old.  S(^Yeral  hundi'cd 
miners  joined  in  the  march  to  sec,"  how  tilings  would 
tui-n  out.  Tliere  was  not  an  expression  of  sym])athy 
I'nv  tJio.tlnrf  auywliore.  Tlie  law  of  tlu'  West  was 
swift  aiid  liiyreiiess.  it  Wil§  OXC'CUtod  dil't'Ct  )»)'  {!Kj 
jK'ople  without  the  semblance  of  red  tape.  Tliat  is 
why  crime  was  a  rare  thing. 

"AVlien  tlie  crowd  readied  tlie  outskirts  of  town 
tile  culprit  l)alk(>d.  lie  refused  al)Sohitely  to  t(>il 
wlici'e  the  gold  was  liidden.  Then  the  adiuiiiistratofs 
of  justice  resoh'cd  to  make  iiim  tell.-  He  w;is  lied  to 
a  post,  his  hands  above  his  Iicach  A  stalwart  fellow 
laid  a  cat-o '-nine-tails  on  tlie  prisoner's  l)ack.  Jlo 
was  an  accomplished  workman.  The  blows  were  \\ell 
delivered.  At  every  stroke  the  confessed  thief 
jumped  as  high  as  lie  could  and  howled.  The  tears 
ran  down  his  cheeks  as  he  sobbed  in  agony.  lie  could 
have  stopped  the  punishment  at  any  moment  by  a 
woi'd.  But  he  would  not  tell.  The  cruel  whip  was 
wielded  by  the  strong-armed  man  until  the  criminaTs 
life  was  in  danger.  Then  they  stopped,  and  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  money  said: 

*'  'If  they  let  you  loose  will  you  tell?' 
"The  poor  wretch,  unable  to  speak,  shook  his 
head  sullenly.  Then  they  hunted  up  a  big  ice  box, 
threw  him  in  and  fastened  the  door.  That's  the  last 
I  heard  of  him.  If  he  lived  he  sure  paid  tlie  price  of 
his  loot." 

Back  to  ]\rissouri. — "We  sailed  down  to  Panama, 
crossed  the  isthmus  and  thence  up  to  Xew  Orleans. 
There  we  took  a  steamer  for  St.  Louis,  at  whicli  ]->oint 
we  changed  for  anotlier  boat  going  u])  the  Missis- 
sip[)i.     It  was  the  eai'Iy  spring  of  '52.    As  the  boat 


COL.  JOHN  LEWIS  ROBARDS 


proceeded  north  we  encountered  ice.  We  approached 
JIannibal  in  the  night  time.  In  all  my  journeyinp:s 
nothing  impressed  me  with  greater  picturesqueness 
than  our  home-coming  that  dark  night,  (h'eat  chunks 
oi'  ice  were  thundej'ing  against  the  boat,  \\hicii  was 

crowded  witli  l'r(Mu,lit  and  paHwcji.^'ci'N.  Kpn cIck  flew 
thickly  auiong  the  coils  oT  bhicl-c  smoke  rolliiig  <'Ut  nj' 
the  tall  chimneys.  Two  anxious  pilots  were  on  duly 
U})  in  tile  wheelliouse  iisiug  all  their  skill  1o  save  the 
boat  and  its  precious  cargo.  Late  as  it  was,  ihe 
banks  were  lined  with  people  to  welcome  the  voy- 
agers from  the  west  and  elsewhere.  Sam  Clemeiis 
was  among  the  boys  in  that  ci'owd.  The"  iron  baskets^ 
forward  were  filled  with  blazing  pine  knots,  whicli 
cast  a  weird  glare  across  the  ice  through  whicli  tlie 
l)oat  was  steaming.  As  we  drifted  slowly  into  shore 
the  crowd  set  up  a  yell  you  could  have  heard  a  nailc 
or  more.  We  had  safely  returned  from  a  far  journey 
— a  journey  fraught  with  as  much  peril  in  that  day 
as  a  voyage  to  the  pole  is  now." 

A  Hannibal  I'csident  who  Avas  among  the  crowd 
of  boys  at  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  adds  this: 

"The  next  few  weeks  the  lads  clung  around  J(>hri 
and  listened  with  eager  interest  to  his  stories  ol*  the 
west.  It  was  a  tale  without  end,  as  he  could  tliink 
up  something  new  every  time  we  met  in  the  old  lum- 
})er  yard  or  on  the  creek  bank.  No  orator  ever  was 
honoi'cd  with  a  more  attentive  audience.  J-'or  yeni'S 
afterwards  whenever  thei-e  was  a  dispute  about  the 
giants  and  hol)g()bli]is  of  the  inouutnius  ixud  desert  it 
was  ])assed  up  to  John  for  settlenieut.  AVhat  he  said 
was  the  finding  of  the  Supreme  Court  Ijecause  he  had 
traveled  and  he  knew.'" 

The  foi'egoing  co])y  was  sent  to  me  l)y  ?y[]'s.  Xan- 
nie  Ro])a]'ds  of  St.  Tjonis,  Missou.]-i. 
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Sallie  (RoBards)  Jouette  Fa.mily 

Sallie  KoBards   (pa.m-  9).   (lauiihtc]'  of  William 

RoBards,  Si-.,  was  l)()rii  in  (ioocJdand  county.  A'ir- 

ginia,  1765,  was  iiiarri(Hi,  An,i;-ust  20,  1784,  to  Capt. 

John  Jouette,  a  disting'uislicd  .soldier  of  the  Revolu- 

tiuiiiiry  w/ir.  TlK'hM'iiihhM-D  wi-f*,  vi^,!  MMtiuMv  il, 

Jefferson,   John,   Lyiieh,    I'^Mzabetli,   Nancy,    Polly, 
Louisa,  Sallie,  Jane,  iMatilda,  (Jahi'icl  and  Robert. 

Captain  Jouette  was  the  hero  of  tbc   fol lowing- 
darinj;-  deed  in  the  lieat  of  the  Ixevolutionary  wjir,  in 
•  June,  1871:    AVlien  Cornwallis  (a  Britishci-)  was  near 
Iviclnnond  burniui;-  harus,  fences,  crops,  killing;-  tiie 
horses  of  the  farnici-s  of  Mi-o'inia,  lie  sent  Col.  Tarle- 
ton  on  a  special  secret  raid  to  ca])ture  the  .^-eneral 
assembly  in  session  at  Chai'lottes\'iIlc  in  Al])ej-u]arle 
county,  Virginia.     Their  i-apid  maivli  was  observed 
by  Captain  John  Jouette.     lie  divined  this  dan.i;-ei-ous 
purpose,  and  started  at  oiice  on  liis  licM't  liorse,   a 
thoroughbred,  to  defeat  theii'  strategy.  The  passing, 
firing,  race  was  swift,  daring  and  i>erilous,  so  hot 
and  close  that  a  single  unlucky  bullet,  oi-  a  misstep 
of  his  faithful  steed  woidd  ])lace  Captain  Jouette  at 
the  mercy  of  tlie  niai'audiug  ti'oop.     h'ortuue.  ]>roA-i- 
dence,  favo]-ed  the  ])]-ave  ])atriot.     Hi'  gave  f]\c  sud- 
den warning,  l)ut  so  nan*ow  was  the  (\scape  of  the 
Legislature   that   S(>ven   (»r  the   memhei's   v;ere   cap- 
tured.     (Virginia    Magazine   of    History   and   Biog- 
raphy.) 

Campbell,  in  FTistory  of  Virginia,  says: 
''A  ^fr.  Jouette,  mounted  on  n  licet  horse,  con- 
veyed intelligence  of  Tai'leton's  approach,  to  Char- 
lottesville, so  that  the  greatei-  part  of  tlie  members  of 
the  assembly  escaped.  'Tarlelon,'  after  a  (lelay  of 
some  hours,  entered  ( 'liai'lol  lesxille,  se\-en  of  tile  d<d- 
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egates  fell  into  his  hands,  and  the  public  stores  were 
destroyed.  The  General  Assembly  presented  him 
with  a  horse  fully  comparisoned  and  a  pair  of  pistols 
for  his  vigilance  and  activity."  " 

Collins,  in  History  of  Kentucky,  says : 

^*Capt.  John  Juuijite,  born  l}ut!uinbci'  7,  ITD !,  OM 

March  1,  1822,  aged  67  years,,  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself 
for  great  daring,  and  was  presented  a  sword  by  the 
LegislatTii'e  of  A'ii-ginia.  Came  to  Kentucky  and  set- 
tled in  Mercer  county  in  1782.  ^larried  Sallie  I\o- 
Bards  August  20,  1784,  was  a  delegate,  from  fiercer 
county,  to  Virginia  Legislature  in  1787  and  1790 ; 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  at  Danville  in  1788; 
was  elected  from  Mercer  county  to  Kentucky  Legis- 
lature in  1792;  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  from 
^Voodford  county  in  179.5-1797,  and  afterward  took 
up  his  residence  in  Bath  county,  Kentucky." 

(1792  is  when  Kentucky  was  admitted  as  a  state.) 
History  of  Henrico  county,  Virginia: 

A  short  time  before  the  outbreak  of  i\\c  war 
(Revolutionary  war)  John  Jouette  built  his  house, 
**The  Swan  Tavern,"  on  the  cast  side  of  the  public 
square,  and  was  known  in  those  days  as  "The  Crass 
Lott"  (in  Charlottesville,  Virginia). 

Matthew  Jouette  died  1775.  John  Jouette,  his 
•son,  succeeded  him  in  conducting  the  "Tavern,"  but 
shortly  after  removed  .to  Bath  county,  Kentucky. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  RoBards,  ii  sister  of  tlio  lirst 
husband  of  President  Jackson's  wife. 
From  History  of  Albemarle  County,  Virginia,  by 

"W'oods: 

The  TarletoJi  Raid  upon  Giarlottosville  took 
place  in  June,  1781,  with  two  hundred  and  lii'ty  horse- 
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men,  the  British  coroinander  v/as  passing  Louisa, 
''C.  H."  at  a  rapid  rate,  when  they  ^vere  seen  by 
fJohn  Jouette,  who,  at  the  time,  was  a  temporary  so- 
journer at  the  place.  Suspecting  their  object,  lie 
leaped  on  his  horse  and,  being  familiar  with  fMo 
roads,  he  took  the  shortest  route,  and  soon  left  tlie 

eiieiiiy  boliind.  lis  cbtaliK^d  eoii^ldcrablu  udvaiita^o 

in  addition  by  the  detention  Tarleton  underwent 
at  "Castle  Hill,"  v;here  he  stopped  for  breakfast,  and 
for  the  capture  of  several  members  of  the  Legislature 
wdio  were  visiting  Dr.  Walker.  ]\reeting  an  acquaint- 
ance near  Milton,  he  dispatched  him  to  Monti  cello 
to  warn  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  then  Governor  of  the 
state,  ^yhile  he  pushed  on  to  give  the  alann  at  Char- 
lottesville. By  this  means  the  Legislature,  which  iiad 
just  convened  at  that  place,  was  notified  in  time  to 
adjourn  and  make  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Stanton. 
After  a  short  time  Tarleton  and  his  troops  entered 
the  town.  Though  disappointed  in  their  main  o])- 
ject,  they  remained  a  part  of  two  days,  and,  it  is  said, 
destroyed  a  thousand  fire  locks,  four  hundred  barrels 
of  powder,  together  with  a  considerable  qujintity  of 
clothing  and  tobacco,  the  most  important  as  w(^ll  p.s 
the  most  useless  waste  they  committed  was  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  records. 

(It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  records  destroyed 
by  Tarleton  would  have  given  valuable  informatioti 
in  compiling  this  book,  particularly  the  facts  con- 
cerning William  RoBards,  Sr.,  and  the  name  of  his 
first  wife  with  the  date  of  their  marriage.) 


'   Joseph  EoBards  Fainily 

Joseph  Robards  was  born  in  Goochland  couniy, 
Virginia,  December  10,  1766,  and  moved  witli  liis 
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mother,  in  1784,  to  Harrod's  Station,  in  Kentucky, 
then  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  near  what  is  now  Har- 
rodsburg.  Kentucky.  He  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
was  a  successful  business  man.  lie  was  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  Harris,  September  11,  1806.    To  them 

"IVGiO  bOn^  t^^^  fnlloNvintr  chiUlron: 

1.  Joseph  Robards,  Jr.,  who  died  uiiiiiarried  ailil 
was  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  at  Hardinsburg, 
Kentucky. 

2.  Elizabeth  Robards  married  ^Ir.  Cow- 
herd. She  died  soon  after  marriage  and  was  buried 
at  Hardinsburg,  Kentucky. 

3.  Eliza  Robards  married  Joseph  Wilson,  of 
Hancock  county,  Kentucky.  She  died  and  was  buried 
near  Hawesville,  Kentucky. 

4.  Dr.  Zeno  T.  Robards  married  ^Martha  ^Ic- 
Douell,  moved  to  Missouri  and  died  there.  Had  two 
children. 

5.  Dr.  William  H.  Robards,  a  very  highly  edu- 
cated physician,  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia  ^ledical 
School.  lie  located  at  Henderson,  Kentucky,  and 
died  there  unmarried. 

6.  Alfred  Robards,  who  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Hardinsville,  Kentucky,  died  umnarried, 

1884. 

7.  Luther  ^vlcDonald  Robards  married  .Martha 
Newman  of  Cloverport,  Kentucky,  and  moved  to 
Arkansas,  1854,  and  died  there,  1876. 

Joseph  Robards,  born  Decem])(^r  10,  1766,  died 
testate,  December  5,  1858.  Nancy  (Harris)  Robards 
died  testate,  May,  1862.  They  died  ir.  Breckinridge 
county,  Kentucky.    Sec  their  wills. 


82  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  ROBARDS  FAMILY 


Luther  McDonald  EoBards  Family 
7.     Lutlior    ]\rcl)onald    Ro])ai'd.s    was    born    in 
Breckenridgc  county,  Kentucky,  July  30.  1S15.  Died 
Xoveniber  15,  1876,  in  Phillips  county,  Arkansas. 
Martha  Xewman,  born  in  Breckenrid{;-e  county, 

Kvninvky,    Fohrudvy    If),    1ft21,    (V\o.<]    v\pvi]    If),    1872. 

f^lie  was  a  daughter  o[  OI)a(]ia}i  Newliiaii,  a  iiutlvo  of 
Virginia  and  an  early  |)ioneer  of  nortliern  Brccken- 
ridge  county,  Xentuelvy.  LutJier  :\[cDonald  Robards 
and  ^Martha  Xewman  were  married  April  80,  1840. 
They  lived  in  Breckenridgc  county,  Kentucky,  until 
1854,  when  they  moved  to  Arkansas. 

The  following  are  the  children  ol'  Luther  McDon- 
ald and  ^Martha  (Xewman)  Robards: 

1.  Joseph  Robards,  eldest  son.  was  bom  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1841,  and  died  in  July,  1863.  from  con- 
sumption, contracted  during  the  war  and  while  in 
the  army.  He  served  about  a  year  and  a  half  in  the 
c;vil  war  and  fouglit  for  the  South.  He  died  un- 
married. 

2.  William  IT.  Robards,  second  son,  was  Ijorn 
Xovember  17,  1843;  married  Miss  Sallie  Few,  July 
20,  1872;  she  died  in  1875.  He  married  3Iiss  Mollfe 
McConnell  of  Lee  county,  Arkansas,  in  1876,  and  to 
them  two  children  were  born,  naujely:  Ermine  Ro- 
bards, who  lived  two  years,  and  Horace  Scott  Ro- 
bards, born  in  Xovember,  1885,  and  died  unmarried 
March,  1908.  William  II.  Robards  died  in  Auo-i\<=;t 
1888. 

3.  Luther  Monroe  Robards,  the  third  son  of 
Luther  McDonald  and  Martha  (Xewman)  Robards, 
^^as  born  .ALay  15,  1845,  in  Breckenridgc  county,  Ken- 
tucky; married  his  first  cousin,  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Cooper,  of  ]>reckenridge  comity,  Kentucky,  Septein- 
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bcr  13,  1866.  He  was  married  at  his  father's  home  in 
Arkansas.  He  served  throe  years,  two  months,  and 
five  da.vs  in  the  Civil  war;  was  captured  at  Port  Hud- 
son, ^[ississippi.  He  fought  on  the  Confederate  side. 
Democrat  in  politics;  lives  in  Clarksdale,  ^.lississippi. 
Luther  ^[ouroe  Rol^ards  and  wife,  Sarah  E.  Robards, 
had  the  following  children,  namely: 

1.  Adlia  T.  Robards,  born  November  20,  1869, 
He  married  Miss  Hattie  Lee  Johnson  of  Wheatley, 
Arkansas,  January  10,  1901.  They  have  no  children. 
He  is  a  merchant  and  lives  at  Tutwiler,  Mississippi. 

2.  Alfred  Robards  was  born  December  2,  1871, 
and  died  January  19, 1900,  unmarried. 

3.  Annie  Eliza  Robards,  boni  February  22, 1873, 
died  July  25,  1873. 

4.  Mollie  Adelle  Robards,  born  July  4, 1874,  died 
September  8,  1876. 

5.  Gertrude  Robards,  born  May  8,  1876,  died 
September  19,  1878. 

6.  Josephine  Fcland  Robards,  born  Xovember 
12,  1878,  married,  July  1,  1900,  at  Clarksdale,  :^Iis-. 
sissippi,  to  Emory  M.  Patterson  of  Meridian,  Mis- 
sissippi. They  now  live  in  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi. 
Have  one  son,  Leroy  Robards  Patterson,  born  vSep- 
tember  18,  1901- 

7.  I\Iiss  Lena  Oilman  Robards,  born  September 
15,  1880.  L^nmarried.  Is  a  stenographer  in  the  law 
office  of  Mayuard  and  Fitzgerald,  Clarksdale,  Missis- 
sippi. 

8.  ^liss  Willie  Cooper  Robards,  boi-n  September 
19,  1882.  L'nmarried  and  is  a  stenographer  in  the 
Planters  Bank  at  Clarksdale,  Mississippi. 

9.  Jamie  Bell  Robards,  born  June  27,  1884,  died 
Octobei"  17,  1895. 
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10.  John  Ward  Robards,  ])0]'n  October  25,  1886, 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Clarksdale,  ^Mississippi.  Is 
working  under  the  city  civil  engineer. 

This  family  of  children  were  all  born  in  Arkansas, 
and  lived  there  until  about  1890,  when  they  moved 
from  Lee  county,  Arkansas,  to  Clarksdale,  .Missis- 
sippi. 

(By  ]\Liss  Willie  Cooper  Hobards,  Clarksdale,  IMis- 
sissippi.) 

4.  Anna  Eliza  Robards,  tlie  only  d^iu^'hter  of  Lu- 
ther A[cDonald  Robards  and  iSEartha  Xewnian,  his 
wife,  was  born  March  28, 1848,  in  Breckenridge  coun- 
ty. Kentucky.  She  was  married  to  WiHiam  Karris, 
in  Arkansas,  November  14,  1866.  She  moved  to 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  there  Aijril  5. 1SG9. 
Had  no  children. 

5.  Obadiah  Xewman  Robards  was  the  fifth  child 
of  Luther  McDonald  and  ^Martlia  (Xewman)  Ro- 
bards, was  born  July  17,  1851,  died  January  24,  1889, 
in  Lee  county,  Arkansas.  He  married  ^liss  Carrie 
Ward,  in  1872:  had  no  children.  Sh.e  died  in  a  short 
time  after  marriage,  and  later  he  married  Miss  Ella 
lloltzclaw  of  Vineyard,  Arkansas,  July  7,  1878,  and 
to  this  union  were  Ijoi'ii  six  childi'cn: 

1.  Mary  Florence  Ro))ards,  l>orn  October  14, 
1879. 

2.  Anna  Harris  Ro])ards,  born  January  17,1881. 
*•>.     Carrie  Elizabeth  Robards,  born  January  7, 

188:J. 

•4.  Henry  McDonald  Robards,  born  December  7. 
1885.    Died  July  16,  1888. 

5.  Joseph  Ward  Robards,  born  ]"el)riiary  26, 
1887. 

6.  Oho.  :\[innie  Robards,  born  A])i-il  1. 1889.  This 
family  are  all  married  except  Oba  .Min.nie  Robards. 
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and  live  in  Arkansas.    All  were  born'  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas. 

1.  Mary  Florence  Robards,  born  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas,  October  14,  1879;  married  Dr.  Oliver  C 
Williams  of  Houlka,  Mississippi,  July  25, 1900.  Iiavo 
three  children,  namely,  Oliver  Robards,  Robert 
Henry  and  Mary  Florence  Williams.  They  live  in 
Tyronza,  Arkansas. 

2.  Anna  Harris  Robards,  born  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas,  January  17,  1881;  married  Thomas  C. 
Wooten,  a  merchant  of  Vineyard,  Arkansas,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1901.  They  have  one  child,  Tliomas  Harris 
Wooten.    They  live  in  Tyronza,  Arkansas.  ' 

3.  Carrie  Elizabeth  Robards,  born  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas,  January  7, 1883;  married  January  13, 1903, 
to  ]\lr.  AVilliam  W.  Holhms,  a  farmer  of  Vineyard, 
Arkansas.  They  have  two  children,  Hallie  Mae  and 
Ella  Elizabeth  Holhms.  Live  near  Vineyard,  Arkan- 
sas. 

4.  Henry  i\[cDonald  Robards,  born  December  7, 
1885,  died  July  16,  1888. 

5.  Joseph  Ward  Robards,  born  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas,  February  26,  1887;  married  Miss  Anna 
Howard  of  Tyronza,  Arkansas,  ^lay  16,  1909. 

6.  Oba  Minnie  Robards,  born  April  1,  1889. 
Single.  She  lives  with  her  mother  and  a  sister  at 
Vineyard,  Arkansas-  To  her  we  are  indebted  for  the 
g-enealogy  of  her  father's  family. 

6.  Alfred  Robards,  fifth  son  and  sixth  child  of 
Luther  ^McDonald  Robards  and  Martha  Newman, 
his  Tdfe,  was  bom  1852,  in  Breckenridge  county.  Ken- 
tucky. Married  Miss  Anna  Renner.  Have  no  chil- 
dren. Live  near  Sorgho,  Kentucky.  He  is  Demo- 
cratic in  politics. 
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7.  James  Thomson  Robards,  born  in  Lee  county, 
Arkansas,  July  24,  1859,  married  Ada  Leslie  o): 
Breckenridge  coun.ty,  Kentucky,  October  10,  1878. 
He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Luther  McDonald  Robards 
and  Martha  (Newman)  RobardS;  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat.  Pie  lives  in  Madisonville,  Kentucky, 
and  is  a  tobacco  dealer.  They  have  two  children, 
namely:  I^crnard  Robards,  born  December  29,  1880, 
and  Lillian  Robards,  born  February  11,  188(i.  -  Ber- 
nard Robards  married  Lottie  Seward  of  ]\[adiso]i- 
yille,  Kentucky,  April  8,  1903;  have  two  chiklrcM, 
jMary  Leslie  Robards,  born  February  5,  1904,  and 
Aladaline  Robards,  born  August  26, 1905. 

To  Miss  Lillian  Robards,  a  daughter  of  James  T. 
Robards,  of  Madisonville,  Kentucky,  and  Miss  Willie 
C.  Robards,  a  daughter  of  Lutlier  ^I.  Robards,  of 
Clarksdale,  Mississippi,  we  are  under  obligations  for 
the  history  and  genealogy  of  the  Jose|)h  Roliards 
familv  and  descendants. 


•  Obituary  of  James  T.  Eobards 
The  Madisonville  (Kentucky)  Journal,  January 
15,  1910,  says  of  him:  "J.  T.  Robards,  aged  50,  fc^ 
many  years  a  tobacconist  in  a  .num])er  of  places  in 
this  section  of  the  state  (Kentucky),  well  knowm  and 
admired  by  scores  of  friends  for  his  excellent  traits 
of  character,  after  a  long  struggle  with  tuberculosis, 
succumbed  to  the  disease  Thursday,  Januai'y  lo, 
1910,  at  his  residence  in  this  city.  He  had  'heen  un- 
able to  attend  to  business  for  s(^^'eral  months  and  for 
the  past  eight  weeks  had  been  confined  to  his  hod. 
Although  death  was  but  a  matter  of  time  the  end 
came  a  little  unexpected. 

"Mr.  Robards  had  ]>een  in  the  t()bacc(^  ])usinf"ss 
here  and  at  Nebo  during  his  residence'  in  tliis  count}'. 
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and  has  bought  tobacco  all  over  this  immediate  sec- 
tion. He  came  in  contact  ^vith  many  people  yearly 
and  with  all  was  considered  a  friend  and  admired 
by  them  as  a  fair  and  sciuare  busniess  man  and  an 
upright  citizen.  He  was  quiet  and  unassuming  and 
1»Hf1  *lutf  wfi'niitfflt  of  rlinvufl-cr  to  mix  witli  those  ele- 
ments  that  nuike  a  most  admirai>le  type  ol  iiiiiiliiuoU. 
^From  1893  to  1897,  during  the  Cleveland  administra- 
tion, :\Ir.  Robards  served  as  a  storekeeper  under  col- 
lector J.  D.  Powers  of  this  revenue  district. 

After  the  term  of  office  expired  he  entered  tlie  to- 
bacco business,  which  he  pursued  until  physical  in- 
ability prevented.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children, 
Bernard  Robards,  bookkeeper  for  the  Sunset  Coal 
Company,  and  Miss  Lillian  Robards,  who  is  book- 
keeper for  the  :\Iunicipal  Light  Company.  The  fun- 
eral of  :Mr.  Robards  was  held  at  the  family  residence 
(January  14,  1910),  Rev.  A.  T).  Litchfield  officiating. 
The  bodv  was  buried  in  Odd  Fellows  cemetery. 


Another  Pioneer  Gone 
Editor  Louisville  Courier:  Death  has  claimed 
another  of  the  old  pioneers  of  our  state.  Tliey  are  a 
race  of  noble  men  fast  passing  away.  Tlieir  death 
should  be  chronicled  with  pious  care,  and  tlieir  his- 
tories treasured  up  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen. 

''Art  is  long,  and  time  is  fleeting. 
And  OUT  hearts,  thougli  stout  and  ])rav(\ 
-   '  .'•       Still,  like  mufded  drums  are  beating. 
Funeral  marches  to  tlie  grave." 

We  fear  that  in  this  age  of  hurry  and  progress,  the 
earlv  historv   of  t]u>   crnintry— the   liistory   of   our 
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champions,  whether  in  court,  in  camp,  or  in  the  ^valks 
of  iDi'ivate  life — are  too  much  neglected.  And  he  who 
shall  attempt  to  write  a  complete  history  of  this  coun- 
try will  find  a  sad  lacking  in  materials.  In  tliis  brief 
sketch  of  one  of  the  citizens  of  this  country,  Mr. 

**What  histories  of  toil  could  I  declare?" 
Mr.  Robards  was  born  in  Goochland  county,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1766,  and  re- 
moved with  his  mother,  in  1784,  to  Harrod's  Station, 

in  the District  of  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  the 

Connnonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  near  wliat  is  no\v 
called  Plarrodsburg,  Kentucky.  At  that  period  the 
whole  country  was  one  vast  wilderness,  with  only 
here  and  there  a  station  or  a  settlement:  and  yet 
Mr.  Robards  passed  through  this  wilderness  fifty-six 
times  in  going  to  and  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 
Rctu]'ning  from  that  state  on  one  of  those  toilsome 
journeys,  about  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1797, 
Henry  Clay,  then  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  age, 
came  to  Kentucky  in  company  Avith  ]Mr.  Robards, 
spent  several  days  with  him  at  his  motlier's  house, 
and  then  proceeded  to  make  his  home  at  Lexington. 
This  was  the  first  visit  of  the  great  statesman  to  Ken- 
tucky. ^Ir.  Robards  was  a  devoted  friend  of  Mr. 
Clay's,  and  to  the  principles  he  advocated,  to  the  day 
of  his  deatli.  He  was  emphatically  an  Old  Line  Wliig 
until  the  advent  of  the  American  party  and  the  dis- 
ruption of  the  Whig  party,  from  which  time  he  voted 
A^'ith  the  Democrats,  and  upon  the  new  issues  was 
Anxious  for  their  success.  His  ideas  of  a  pure  Demo- 
ocratic  government  were  based  upon  the  polic}'  of  the 
old  Whig  party,  and  in  his  last  illness  he  expressed 
himself  to  his  physician.  Dr.  S.  B.  Abell,  tliat  this. 
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country  mig-lit  forever  have  a  Democratic  govcrn- 
nieiit. 

Tie  ]iv(H]  tliroiio'li  a  long  and  eventful  period  in 
the  Jiifstory  of  this  country — in  tlie  liistory  of  the 

world.  He  voted  i'ov  Washington  at  hiw  first  election 
ill  i7H.-?H}('!l!i'''  tlien  Jthoitt  twcnty-thvoc  yoswh  of 
age — for  Buchanan  in  185(),  and  at  every  oilier  |ji'c^gl- 
dential  election,  embracing  a  period  of  sixty-seven 
yeai's.  Tin's  is  a  long  political  struggle;  and  we  have 
had  wai-u'.  contests  in.  every  Presidential  canvass 
since  the  second  elcH^tion  of  Washington,  and  yet  he 
was  in  and  tlirougli  thorn  all.  Fifteen  Presifh'nts  of 
these  United  States,  thirteen  of  whorh  were  elected 
to  that  offic(>, — Washingon,  John  Adams,  Jefferson, 
Madison,  jMonroe,  John  Q.  Adams,  Jackson,  Yan- 
Buren,  Harrison,  Polk,  Taylor,  Pierce  andBuclianan. 
XJpon  the  death  of  Harrison,  Tyler  succeeded  liim, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  as  Aace-President;  and  Filmore 
succeeded  Tayloi*  by  the  same  authority.  ]\Iany  times 
during  this  period  the  Union  seemed  to  be  on  the 
]I)oint  of  dissolution,  and  every  patriot  felt  for  liis 
ff^'oimtry.  But  wlicn  his  eyes  were  turned  to  'oehold 
zt'or  the  last  time  the  smi  in  heaven,  tlicir  ];ist  feeble 
.-and  lingering  glance  Ix'held  the  gorgeous  ensign  of 
■.the  re])ublic,  now  known  and  honored  througliout  the 
'i'arth,  still  full  high  advanced,  its  arms  and  tropliies 
streaming  in  their  original  lusti'c,  not  a  striiic  erased 
or  polluted,  nor  a  single  star  o])Scured.  So  may  it 
be  when  we  die. 

Mr.  Robards  was  married  to  .Miss  Xancy  Harris, 
near  Ilarrodsburg,  on  the  11th  day  of  Se})tcn.iber, 
1806,  removed  to  this  county,  Breckenridge,  in  1808, 
lived  near  Ste])hensport  eight  years,  and  since  tliat 
time  o]i  the  farm  near  Ilarrodsburg.    He  departed 
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this  life  on  the  5th  of  December,  1858,  at  his  resi- 
dence, in  the  ninety-second  year  of  his  a;2:e.    ^irs.  Ro- 
_  bards,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  still  survive  him. 
His  faculties  were  unimpaired  to  the  last.    He  was 
nn  indiilRH^iit  husband,  fatber  and  master;  just  in  all 
lii§  (lUaJiiip,  ieliipOMte  iilid  ilHiguI  111  h\^  h^hl%  pr6^ 
serving  through  life  much  of  the  type  of  the  olden 
time — a  free  unfettered  race.    He  was  hospitable  and 
kind  witlu^ut  ostentation,  as  the  writer  of  this  article 
Aveli  knows,  having  recei^'e(l  many  T)roofs  from  him- 
self and  family.     Like  many  others  in  Virginia  at 
that  early  period,  he  had  been  raised  up  in  the  estab- 
lished church,  thii  Clmrch  of  England,  and  still  ad- 
hered to  that  faith,  though  he  was  not  a  comnnmi- 
cant,  that  church  not  having  ever  been  established 
or  instituted  in  this  connnunity.    He  was  buried  on 
the  7th  day  of  December  and  the  Rev.  James  Taylor, 
of  the  Methodist  church,  read  the  beautiful  and  im- 
pressive service  of  the  Episcopal  church.    AVe  laid 
him  gently  down  under  his  own  forest  tree,  near  the 
home  he  loved  so  well,  where  he  had  lived  for  more 
than  iifty  years,  and 

''Here  tbe  lamented  dead  in  dust  shall  lie, 

Life's  liiigcring  languors  o'er,  its  labors  done; 

A\ni(']*e  waving  boughs,  between  the  earth  and  sky, 

Admit  tlie  fai'ewell  radiance  of  the  sun. 

And  here  tlie  impressive  stone,  engraved  witli  words 

AVliich  grief  sententious  gives  to  marbh'  ]);de, 

Shall  teach  the  heart;  while  waters,  leaves  <ind  ])irds. 

I\lake  cheerful  music  in  the  passing  gale." 

J.  G.  H. 
Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  December  15,  1858. 
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V7ill  of  Joseph  RoBards 
I,  Josej^h  ]v()l)ar(ls  of  I^'cckciiridii'c  couiity,  Ken- 
tucky, l)oiiii;-  old  l)nt  of  sound  mind  and  disposin,!:!: 
memory,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
lu'i'oby  T<>v(>Uiii^-  Jill  fnTDicv  wills  hv  mc  madc 

Section  1.  1  devi.se  to  my  wile  jthf^olutelv,  !^ix 
negroes,  viz.:  Judy,  Malinda,  Amei'ica,  Mari^'aret,  a 
jnan  (layton,  and  a  l)oy  named  Davy — also  a  (daim  I 
JKive  on  tlie  United  States  (Jovej'mnent  for  l,0()()'aei-(\s 
of  militai'y  land  or  wlialevor  may  he  L;"ot  in  lieu  oi'  it,, 
to  dispose  of  as  slio  ])l('as(\s,  includimj,"  the  lutnre  iu- 
"crease  of  said  slaves. 

Section  2.  I  also  devise  to  n;iy  wife  (Nancy  Ro- 
bards),  for  and  dui'inLj,'  her  life,  the  following  prop- 
erty, viz.:  M'he  fai'in  (»n  \vhi(di  1  reside,  and  the  tract 
of  land  containing  ahout  5-1-4  ac]-es,  all  my  stock. 
farming  utensils,  debts  due  me  ])erso]ially.  exe(n^)t 
snch  as  1  may  speciiieally  devise  iu  this  will  to  others: 
also  the  following  slaves,  viz.:  Bob,  Buck,  ]\Iarrialt 
and  (']*ecy,  and  at  hei-  death  these  four  skives  an.d 
their  increase  in  Future  to  be  sold  oi-  di\'ided  into  jive 
ecjual  i)arts.  To  Airr<'d  liobards,  l']liza.  \A'iilson, 
TjUther  ]\obards,  and  l']!iza!)eth  Cowherd  each  one- 
lil'th  and  the  fifth  [»art  to  the  ehihli'eu  of  Zeno  Uo- 
bards.  deeeased. 

Section  ;>.  1  Avill  and  de\'ise  (to  take  effect  iit  inv 
wife's  death)  to  my  sou,  Alfred  Ixobards,  the  fvixrf 
of  land  aboN'e  di\'ided  to  liis  mother  For  life  cnnveyed 
to  me  by  three  separato  deeds,  1)y  l^dw.-irds,  Ijy  I'^'arrot 
and  by  lU'avin,  making  in  all  about  r)-14  aei-es,  whieli 
deeds  are  here  referrf-d  to  for  a  full  desei-i].)ti(>n. 

Section  4.  I  will  and  devise  to  my  daugliter,  ivii- 
za  Wilson,  the  sum  oi  $200.00,  two  lumdi'cd  dollars,  to 
be  paid  out  of  my  [X'rsojialty  aftei'  the  deatli  of  my 
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wife.  Tills  I  ,i;'ivc  lior  to  make  the  iie,i:,"roes  I  liereto- 
fore  gave  lie]*  equal  in  A^aluo  to  those  .uiveii  to  her 
sister,  Elizabeth  Cowherd,  the  slaves  heretofore  given 
to  Eliza  Willson  are  Patty,  Kitty  and  Harriet,  wliich 
gift  I  hereby  confirm. 

MtK'fioii  5,      T  rloviwo  to  my  '•bilflvpTi.  T^ntlifu'  nnd 

Alfred  i^obards,  Eliza  W'ilkon  aiid  EllT^aljetli  Cow- 
herd, each  an  undivided  1-4  part  of  1,000  acres  of 
land  in  Callaway  county  which  I  have  conveyed  to 
them,  which  I  hereb^v  confirm,  I  have  also  conveyed 
to  Elizabeth  Cowherd  the  slaves  herein  devised  to 
her  with  some  other  personal  property  and  give  the 
same  into  her  possession,  Avhich  I  h'ereby  ratify  and 
confirm,  my  said  daughter  is  to  ]na]ve  n<»  chrtrge  for 
the  hire  of  said  slaves  or  be  charged  for  board,  etc.. 
while  she  remains  in  the  family.  I  devise  that  iio 
appraisement  of  my  estate  be  made  until  after  my 
wife's  death. 

Section  6.  I  have  heretofore  conveyed  to  n!y  son, 
Alfred,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Tar  Fork  of  Clover  and 
now  devise  to  him  two  beds,  bedsteads  and  furniture, 
my  desk,  one  dining  ta])le  and  cupboard,  two  cows 
and  calves  and  twenty  head  of  sheep,  ])ut  not  to  be 
taken  until  after  liis  mother's  deatli  unl(>ss  slie  con- 
sent to  it. 

Section  7.  At  the  death  of  my  wife  the  whole  of 
my  estate  not  hei-ein  divided  is  to  be  equally  divided 
among  all  my  children,  the  childi'en  of  Zeno  Robards, 
deceased,  to  take  l)ut  one  share  m  ]'lace  of  their 
father,  and  his  children  are  not  to  l->e  charged  for 
raising  or  1)oard  while  they  live  with  me  or  my  wife, 
I  consider  in  this  will  I  have  done  justice  to  my  wife 
and  children,  taking  in  consideration  what  I  have 
done  for  them,  heretofore. 
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Section  8,  T  horoby  autliorizc  my  wife  it'  she 
deem  it  i'i2;ht  to  sell  and  convey  tlie  home  farm  de- 
vised to  her  for  life  and  then  to  Alfred  RolKirds  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  Alfred,  in  that  event  Alfred  is 
to  have  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  subject  to  his  motli- 

(0''w  |jW(*  n|'  H    (',»!    lil'c,  , 

Section  9.  1  here])y  constiliUc  aiid  ai)])()iMt  itiy 
wife  Nancy  J-?.ol)ards  my  cxccnti-ix  with  lull  [tower 
to  cari'v  out  the  jtrovisious  of  tiiis  will — ajid  as  [  aui 
not  in  de))t  nMjuest  the  court  ]\(^\  to  rc([uire  security 
of  her.  After  the  death  of  my  wil'c  if  Alfred  is  liviuu' 
v/ith  her  he  is  to  have  the  pi'oA'isions  on  liaud,  finish 
the  crop,  and  have  half  of  it  for  th.e  support  of  tlie 
i'lunily  and  hands. 

Witness  niy  hand  and  seal  this  2d  day  of  S'.^ptem- 
])er,  1854.  Signed,  sealed  and  published  before  d. 
Jennings,  Wm.  ]\Ioorman,  AV.  ITnssley. 

JO.*RO]^>ARDS. 

This  is  entered  as  a  codicil  to  my  last  will  aaid  tes- 
tament: It  is  my  will  and  desire  tluit  after  the  death 
of  my  wife  Xancy  Robards  that  uiy  son  Alfred  Ro- 
bards  shall  have  all  of  my  stock  of  vyvvy  descri],)tioh" 
excei^t  one  mare  colt  which  1  gi^■e  t(^  luy  daughter 
Elizabeth  Cowherd  and  1  also  devis(>  to  AlfVed  Ro- 
])ards  all  of  the  farnuug  utensils  and  wagou  and,  (mo 
half  of  the  kitchen  furuitui'e  and  ;dso  oue  h;dr  of  tlie 
present  year's  ci'o])  ol'  tobacco,  and  tlu>  otliei*  hall'  of 
the  to])acco  and  all  ol' the  graiu  I'aised  ou  the  farui  to 
niy  wife.  The  request  is  made  to  my  son  AHVed  i?i 
consideration  of  his  reiuaiuiug  with  and  takiug  care 
of  Ids  mothc]'. 

As  witiiess  my  hand  this  oth  day  of  Deceud>er. 
185S.  Witness  Xathau  Board.  Samuel  Jl.  Al)eli. 
Louis  Ichendiauser. 

JOSEJ^ir      i:()BAKM)S. 
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Kentucky,  Brockciiridj^'c  ('oimt\'.  Set. 

County  Clerk's  OITicc,  I)('('('inl)rr  20t]i,  1858. 

The  foret^'oiiii;'  will  was  this  day  produced  in  court, 
duly  and  l('.<2,'ally  [)r()vc'ji,  nnci  t<)  ])o  recorded.  The 
said  will  boinc:  proven  by  tlie  oatlis  of  J.  Jennijigs 
and  Morris  Ilussley  siibseril»i)ii;,'  witnesses  tlicreto 
Whn  J!l(l(U'  ontl!  thllt  tbc  tt'Mtilie  f^iyjIUM]  /oi'l  (!rkt,H)Wl= 
edged  said  Avriting  to  1)e  bis  hist  will  and  testament 
in  their  pi'esence  and  in  the  ])resen('e  ol'  ^^'nl.  .Mo^n'- 
inan  and  other  8nl)scribint>-  ^\'itness  tliat  the  said 
IMoonnan  sii2;ned  it  in  tlieir  presence  and  tliat  they 
signed  it  in  the  presence  of  eacii  other  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  testator  and  that  tiiey  l)elieved  the  said 
testator  to  be  of  sound  mind  and  disposing  memory. 

Attest  F.  .M.  Jolly.  Dp.  clerk. 

Also  the  foregoing  codicil  was  on  the  same  day 
and  at  the  same  time  ])roduced  iu  eoiirt  and  duly 
and  legally  proven  by  the  oaths  of  Nathan  Board  and 
Samuel  B.  Abell  subsci'ibing  witnesses  thereto  who 
made  oath  that  the  testator  signed  it  in  their  pres- 
ence, by  making  his  mark  and  that  they  signed  it  in 
his  presence  and  in  the  ])resen<'e  of  each  otln^r  and 
that  they  believed  hin>  the  said  Ixobards  to  be  of 
sound  mind  and  disposing  memoi'y.  the  sa.id  codicil 
was  at  the  date  thereof  declared  to  them  hy  the  testa- 
tor to  l)e  a  eodici!  to  he  annexed  to  hiis  last  will  and 
testament  which  was  oi'do-ed  to  ])e  annexed  and  or- 
dered to  be  reeord(Hl.  accordingly. 

Att.F.>l.  Jolly,  Dp.  clc]-k. 
A  copy  attest, 

Geo.  W.  Jollv.  Clerk. 
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V/ill  of  Kancy  EoBards, 
I,  Nancy  Rol^ards  of  Breckcnridg-e  county,  Ken- 
tucky, being  sound  in  body  and  mind  do  make  and 
ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

1.  I  devise  and  will  to  my  son  Alfred  Robards  the 
following  slaves  viz.  America,  Davis,  Fredreck,  Ilar- 
VKf ,  m?k1  Tlnti;  TTf  i«  also  to  hfivo  choicc  of  two  others 
Malinda  or  Clara  and  Marj^arett  alUl  ilmii  W\\^ 
choice  to  be  made  after  my  death,  I  also  devise  to  him 
the  increase  of  all  said  slaves  after  tliis  date.  The 
other  two  slaves  left  after  his  choice  with  tlieir  fu- 
ture increase  I  intend  for  the  benefit  ol'  Lullier  Ivo- 
bards,  but  as  they  are  unwilling  to  go  south  to  ]iv(^  I 
Avish  my  executor  to  sell  them  here  to  good  masters 
and  pay  him  the  proceeds  of  sales,  as  1  devise  llie 
same  to  him,  I  also  charge  the  support  of  old  Judy  on 
Alfred  Robards  to  A\'hcm  I  devise  her  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  have  debts  due  me  and  money  to  the  amount  of 
about  $1300.00  out  of  which  I  make  the  following  de- 
vises : 

2.  I  devise  to  Eliza  Wilson  a  note  I  have  on  her 
husband  and  Alfred  Robards  for  about  ^102.00  and 
interest  anmounting  to  over  $200.00  and  liereby  re- 
lease the  payment  of  said  note,  lalso  devise  to  her 
the  sum  of  one  hundi'ed  dollars  in  cash  to  l)e  i)aid  by 
my  exe(;uto]'  to  be  ])aid  out  of  said  fund. 

3.  I  gave  to  my  son  Luther  Robards  some  time 
:ago  the  sum  of  thi'oe  Inmdred  dollars  \vliich  gift  I 
hcreby  confirm,  and  devise  to  him  out -of  tlie  sl:arc 
fund  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  in 
lik:c  man  tor. 

4.  I  de\dse  to  the  children  of  Zeno  Rohp.rd?  deed. 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  in  like 
manner. 
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5.  I  devise  the  residue  of  said  sum  aud  whatever 
else  I  may  have  to  Alfred  Ro])ards,  if  said  sum 
should  be  lost  the  said  money  devised  ai-e  not  to  be 
paid  out  of  other  legacies  but  are  to  lose  of  said  sum 
full  short  proportioned  according  to  the  amount. 

I  hereby  appoint  Alfred  "Robm-flH  oxofutttu'  nC  tl\i»-'j 

:     ;    iny  last  >vi!l  with  mil  poWer  as  sucii  to  carry  out  this 

•      my  last  will,  in  witness  whereof  I  ]iav(>  lio-eunto  set 

my  hand  this  27th  day  of  Febi'uary  1S')2,  in  presence 

of  J.  Jennings,  AVilliam  Millc]'  Ji'. 

her 
NANCY    X    1?0]L\KM)S 
mark 
I  make  and  ordain  this  as  a  codicil  to  tlie  forego- 
ing will  and  make  the  following  alterations,  in  tlie 
first. clause  of  said  will  I  devise  AU'red  Ro])ards  two 
of  four  slaves,  his  choice  to  be  made  after  my  death, 
•in  lieu  of  that  devise,  I  now  devise  to  said  Alfred 
two  of  said  absolutely,  viz.  ^Fargarett  and  (Jreen  a^id 
their  future  increase  forever,  the  otlier  two  slaves  to 
be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  Luther  l\obards  as 
stated  in  said  first  clause. 

In  the  second  clause  of  the  a])ove  will  T  devise  to 
my  daughter  Eliza  Willson  the  sum  ol'  ^100.00  in 
cash,  that  clause  is  hereby  revoked  and  x('t  aside,  in 
_the  4th  clause  of  said  will  I  devise  to  the  two  cliii- 
dren  of  Zeno  Robards  dec'd  the  sum  o!'  one  liuiidiv'd 
and  fifty  dollars  each  wliieh  1  licreby  rcdu'-e  iu\d 
change  to  one  hundred  each  instead  ol'  .^15().(K)  each 
as  stated  in  said  will. 

7.  I  hereby  will  and  devise  to  my  gj-and-daugli- 
ter  Eaun  Robards  the  sum  of  one  hnndi-ed  dollai-s. 

6.  I  hereby  will  ajjd  devise  to  my  grnndsoij  AV'm.- 
Robards  out  of  said  $1300.00  I'lmd  ihr  siiiti-  of 
thj'ce.  hund]'0(l-dQ]Jars.  ......     .  .. 
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8.    I  give  and  devise  to  my  grandson  Joseph  Ko- 
"bards,  a  good  horse  to  be  paid  him  by  my  executor. 
The  above  devise  for  money  is  to  be  governed  and 
controlled  by  my  said  will  as  to  the  tailing  short  or 
loss  of  said  $1300  and  in  case  of  loss  to  share  pro- 
ratos.     It  is  distinctly  understood  that  in  case  of 
said  sum  or  my  piirt  Oi  'iixH  §Um  bC  Imt-  tlutwr  itintmy 
legatees  are  to  be  paid  out  of  said  sum  only. 

Witness  my  hand  this  28th  day  of  May  1862, 
signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  J.  Jen- 
nings, William.  Miller  Jr. 

her 
NANCY    X    ROPARDS 
mark 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Nancy  Robards  dec'd, 

Att  G.  P.  Jolly  clerk.    .  .... 

These  wills  were  furnished  me  by  ]\[iss  Lillian; 
Robards,  of  ]\radisonville,  Kentucky. 


Some  Old  Letters. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  Joseph  Robards  by 
John  B.  Thompson. 

Frankfort  Ky.  20th  Dec.  1829 
Joseph  Robards  Esq. 

Dear  Sir.  I  rec'd  yr  note  by  ^Faj  Sterret.  I  am 
unable  to  give  you  any  particular  information  in  re- 
lation to  you  or  yr  ])rothers  about  Clover  Bottom,  or 
Armstead  f-laim  land — I  can  only  respond  to  yr  gen- 
eral enquiry  that  I  havo  heard  you  had  such  claims — 
your  brother  I  presume  can  give  you  the  iiirormation 
you  desire  if  you  will  inform  what  it  is. 

Benj  Harden  Esq  tells  me  that  the  deed  wliich 
was  sent  u.p  a  year  or  two  ago  foi*  your  ])rf>tlier  (J.  t(^ 
execute  lor  a  piece  of  land  wliich  you  sold  Harden— 
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was  intertilled  by  me  (under  your  brotliers  orders) 
so  as  to  make  it  peerport  to  embrace  all  the  land, 
whicli  you  had  saved — also  tells  me  that  he  intends 
and  will  give  you  a  writing  correcting  the  mistake — 
I  would  advise  you,  when  Mr.  Harden  comes  to  yr 
court  to  get  him  to  execute  such  writing  and  have  it 

rooui'dcd  for  iluir  aftci'  you  aiul  lio,  miiy  liot!)  bo  taki-n 

out  of  this  world,  some  difficulty  mny  arj-ise,  about  it 
among  those  who  may  follow  you. 

Buckuer  is  nominated  Judge — I  have  no  fear  of 
his  passing — Maj  8terrett  will  giA'e  you  all  passing 
new — your  relations  in  the  avIU — my  I'espects  to  your 
lady.  *  JOHN  THOMPSON'.' 

A  copy  of  a  letter  to  Joseph  Robards.from  George 
Robards,  dated  Hai'rodsburg,  Ky.,  Feb.  16th,  1812. 

D.  Brother  1  ^vi]l  be  short  in.  the  first  place.  I 
have  sold  you]'  part  of  land  on  with  the  other  legates, 
which:  in.  $13.33cts.  in  the  next  place  I  have  drav\'n. 
for  you  two  negroes,  belongmg  to  the  estate  of  my 
mothers  estate,  ^523. — was  said  to  be  her  part  agree- 
able to  the  judgment  of  Gideon  Higgins  Geo].'ge 
Bulcher  and  Bucknpr  ]\Iillei'.  I  have  seen  my  bro- 
ther Jesse  and  he  is  so  surprised  that  he  tells  people 
that  the  divisioji  shall  not  stand  and  will  try  to  have 
the  division  over  wy  fathers  estate.  Why  to  bring 
all  into  confusion  and  if  this  is  the  case  you  and 
Lewis  Robards,  will  have  to  return  the  negroes  of  my 
mothers  estate  for  I  cannot  store  the  property  that 
I  furnish  her  with  as  to  good.  The  negroes  are 
marked  and  you  must  come  up  and  do  something 
with  them  and  collect  $77. — from  the  legatees  to  pay 
the  balance  to  the  others  which  was  valued  to  >7T. — 
more  than  our  part.  I  send  $20.  Bank-note  On  the 
bank  of  Russelville  as  T  can't  get  no  other. 

GEORGE- ROBARDS. 


SOME  OLD  LETTERS 


On  the  back  of  the  letter  was  the  following: 
JReceived  the  witliin  $20.00. 

J.  EOBARDS. 
Also  $77.00  due  the  legatees. 

The  letter  was  written,  folded,  and  sealed  with 
sealins:  wax  as  envelopes  were  unknown,  on  the  back 

was  tile  addri'sM  Mr.  Joseph  Kubards 

BrecJven ridge  county, 

Stale  Kentucky. 
Jjctter  wj'itten  to  Joseph  Koljards     by     George 
Robards. 

Mercer  County,  November  10,  1821. 
I  have  Kec'd  two  letters  from-  you  I-  liavc 
answei-ed  them  by  post,  I  do  not  no  how  to  be 
more  fully  understood;  than  I  have  informed  you, 
1  stated  in  tlie  first  place  that  David  Bayster  had 
been  out,  and  seen  the  land,  or  lands,  waiter;  and 
in  his  opinion  it  would  not  be  advisable;  to  attempt; 
to  a  division  in  the  land,  for  said  Bayster  assigns  his 
reason  in  the  same  as  Archabald  told  you,  that  there 
was,  only  about  200  acres  of  land  fit  for  cultivation; 
Bayster  offered  his  claim^  for  what  he  gave;  to  me  or, 
X.  Curd,  Curd  consulted  Aarcher  on  the  situation; 
and  I,  believe  told  what  he  has  told  you  with  respect 
to  the  land.  South  of  Tennessee;  I  can  only  say  that 
I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  having  no  papers  to 
justify  myself  more  than  I  have  done  whether  it  is 
surveyed  or  not  I  cannot  tell;  I  wrote  to  Ivlajor 
Crougham;  and  he  wrote  back,  I  sent  a  copy  of 
Crougham  letter  to  Sam  ?\icKee;  by  David  Bell, 
which  Bell  informs  me  he  gave  it  to  Dai-id  McKee-. 
brother  of  Sam  McKee  who  was  one  of  the  Dnp- 
ety  Surveyors;  as  to  the  direct  Tax,  I  have  paid  i'^nd 
can  only  say  that  Wm  Harden  is  in  possession  by 
the  collection  of  Lexin^-ton:  I  v/rote  to  vou  to  have 
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suit  brought  against  Joseph  Lewis  h\  my  iiame  for 
the  Division  of;  our  part  of  land.  Stating  we  had  lost 
])art  of  Land  and  perhai)s  might  loose  tlie  ^vhole,  and 
that  I  had  expended  about  !<300. — to  adjust  the  claim 
for  the  heirs  of  Win  Ro])ards,  which  I  failed  in 
K«'<^i^i^?  the  doovi^i^  oC  tlie  coui't  of  appeals,  I  have 
lost  all  niy  voung  negroe  woliieli,  J.  t'aM  niily  tiiiV  with 
old  David,  I  am  determined  to  go  on  my  owti  way;  all 
tlie  negroe  women  that  I  own,  is  old  ilamiah,  Fanny, 
and  Libbia,  none  else,  as  CUxl  is  in  h(>aven;  1  v/ant  to 
see  Brother  William  to  make  a  settlement  a]>out  the 
cost  of  the  Suitt,  he  would  not  settle  unless  he  knows 
how  mucli  land  you  sold  and  what  .you  got  for  it  I 
pr(Klu(*ed  my  luiper  you  sent  by  Archer  and  youi" 
letter  to  me,  I  told  him  that  you  never  sent  nie  onn(? 
dollar.  The  letter  was  before  him,  I  send  you  two 
kinds  of  Tobacco  seed  the  one  Little  Fresuk  and 
the  other  Big  Boram,  each  Bagg  of  seed  has  the  name 
of  the  kind  of  Tobacco  written  on  a  piece  of  paper. 
David  Bayster  has  all  the  Paper  Respecting  the  place 
Warter. Lands,  Jesse  assigns  to  me  400  acres,  to 
David  Bayster  250  acres,  and  the  ballance  to  you,  and 
Bayster  gave  up  Jesse  Bond,  T  have  done  tlie  best 
for  you  and  myself  in  that:  case;  if  Bayster  fails  in 
getting  Deed,  we  must  fail:  I  am  sorry  that  your 
wife  is  in  a  low  state  of  health  tell  Xancy  not  to 
drink  any  tea  or  coffee,  but  to  live  on  buttermilk  and 
Rye  mush  the  family  give  their  love  to  you  an.d  all 
the  family  '        CJEOPvGE  ROBAKDS. 

'JMk'  address  on  })ac]v  of  Icttci-, 

\Mv.  Joseph  Ivobards, 
■•  '  ■■  ■  Harden  county, 

Kentuck^^ 
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Jesse  EoBards  Family 

Jesse  Robards  (page  9),  sou  of  AVilliam,  Sr.,  and 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Robards,  was  born  in  Gooch- 
land county,  Virginia,  April  19,  1762,  died  in  Gar- 
rard county,  Kentucky,  December  22,  1845,  aged  83 
years,  8  uionths,  3  days. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  ReA'olutionar\'  war,  serv- 
ing three  years — from  October,  1778,  to  January, 
1781;  was  sergeant  under  Captains  Duke,  Le^ik,  arid 
Woodson,— Colonels  Taylor,  Fleeming,  and  ]N'at!uin- 
iel  Morris:  he  was  at  the  burning  of  Richmond,  and 
skirmish  below  that  place  in  July,  1781. 

He  married  in  Louisa  county,  Virginia,  Jan_uary 
21,  1788,  to  Frances  Ann  Perkins.  She  was  ])orn 
January  21,  1767;  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Perkins. 
Their  cliildren  were,  viz.:  Tliomas,  born  August  15, 
1789;  Robert,  born  August  21,  1791;  ^ancy,  l^orn' 
]\Iay  4,  1793:  Elizabeth,  born  June  6,  1795;  Joseph, 
born  August  31,  1797;  Kitty,  born  January  16,  1799; 
Ellender,  born  October  9,  1800;  Frances  Ann,  born 
November   15,    1802;   Jefferson,   born   January   28, 

1804;  Jesse,  born ,  1806;  Polly,  born  September 

15,  1810;  John,  born  October  25,  1812.  He  applied 
for  pension  August  20,  1832,  while  a  resident  of 
Garrard  county,  Kentucky;  pension  was  granted: 
his  widow  was  allowed  a  pension  on  application  exe- 
cuted March  6,  1848,  while  a  resident  of  ^forcer  coun-' 
ty,  Kentucky.  She  died  testate  in  ^^Tercer  county, 
Kentuckv,  at  the  advanced  a2.-e  of  93  vears." 
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John  Robards,  to  1  wagon 


Same 
Same 
Same 
Same 


.$47.50 

1  ax  &  hammer  -12  V-; 

3  Crocks  .28  ' 

1  old  saddle         Xote       .9;' 
1  coffee  pot,  etc.  .:U 


E.  Gill        lot  of  i^layings,  etc. 

Same  1  log  chain 

Same  1  pair  of  stretchers 

Same  1  saw  Xote 

Same  1  pair  of  stretchers  &  hammer 

E.  Arnett  1  I'oan  horse  Xote 

Or.  Moore    1  sifter,  etc.  Note 

Francis  Robards        1  table 

Same  .1  beaureau  Xote 

Same  1  clock 


^■ 

:i9.i(;vi 

^ 

2.00 

.S7'/> 

.9:] 

1.6S 

1.00 

25.00 

1.37% 

.80 

2.10 

'y  00 

Same 


1  cupboard 


John  Best,  Stylaras,  etc. 
John  Mock,  2  jointers 
Wm.  Farley,  1  grindstone 
Our  note  on  D.  Lankfort 
Our  (low  on  G.  Moore  for 


pd. 
pd. 
pd. 


$86.92% 
4.75 

$91. 67% 
1.25 
.10 

1.12% 
3G.00 
7.00 


I.  Yantis,  Admr, 


I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  invatary 
of  the  estate  of  Jesse  Robards,  dec'd  as  c.'ime  to  my 
hands  as  also  a  sale  l)ill.  Given  under  my  hands  this 
5th  May,  1846.  I.  Yantis,  Admv. 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky, 

to- wit: 
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Garrard  County, 

This  sale  bill  of  the  estate  of  Jesse  Robards, 
deceased,  was  produced  to  tlie  Garrard  County  Court 
at  its  ^lay  tenn,  1846,  examined,  approved  and  or- 
dered to  1)0  recorded  and  the  sanu^  is  accordinft'ly 

clonic 

Given  under  my  liand  tliis  i;^)th  ^Tay,  l*^ 4G. 

Alex.  R.  iMcKeo,  Ch'rk  (lari'ard  County  Court, 
State  of  Kentucky, 

Set. 
Garrard  County, 

I,  J.  A.  Doty,  clerk  of  the  Garrard  County  Court, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  sale  bill  of  Jesse  Robards  as  appears  on  record 
in  my  office.  Given  under  niy  hand  this,  the  22d 
day  of  June,  1909.  J.  A.  Doty.  Clerk, 

Bv  AY.  A.  Dotv,  D.  C. 


V/ill  of  Francis  RoBards 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Franc(^s  Roljards, 
of  Mercer  county,  do  make,  and  constitute  this  my 
last  will  and  testament. 

I  wish  my  deijts  paid  and  my  Fimcral  expenses. 

I  hold  a  note  on  Dr.  Thos.  I.  ^NFoore,  for  s27o.OO  of 
this  note  I  give  to  my  daughter,  Kitty  Strange,  the 
sum  of  $114.65  cts.  to  my  daugliter  Kancy  Guinn,  I 
give  the  sum'  of  $77.85,  to  my  daughter  Polly  Baker, 
I  give  the  sum  of  $82.50,  cts.  If  I  collect  tliis  note  I 
intend  to  give  these  sums  to  each  ciiild  (daughter) 
as  herein  stated  alive,  if  the  note  is  not  collected  it 
is  when  collected  to  l)e  paid  to  my  daughters  as  alive. 
I  hold  a  note  on  Samuel  AF.  Lewis,  for  $:^00.00.  Of 
this  note. I  give  to  the  clfildren  of  my  son  John  Ro- 
bards  Deed,,  the"  sum  of  Thirty  five  dollars  to  ]>e 
equally  divided  among  them  and  to  1)e  ke])':  at  i]i- 
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terest  for  them  until  they  respectively  arrive  at  the 
age  of  Twenty  one,  to  my  son  Jeff  Robards,  the  sum 
of  Fifty  dollars,  to  my  sons  Thomas,  Joseph,  and 
Eobert,  each  the  sum  of  Seventy  one  dollars  Sixty- 
six  and  2-3  cts.  The  rest  of  my  estate  after  payment 
of  Debts  and  funeral  expenses,  I  wish  and  direct 
shall  be  used  in  placing  a  plain  tomb  stone  over  the 
grave  of  my  deceased  husband  Jesse  Kobards,  and 
myself. 

I  appoint  Samuel  M.  Lewis  Exor  of  tliis  my  last 
Avill  and  testament  Oct.  23,  1857. 

Test:  Phil.  B.  Thompson 
Nancy  P.  Thompson 

her 

FRANCIS    X    KOBARDS 

mark 

]\Iercer  County  Set.  October,  County  Court,  1860. 

The  foregoing  last  will  and  testament  of  Francis 
Robards  Deed,  was  this  day  produced  into  Court  and 
proven  by  the  oaths  of  P.  B.  and  Nancy  P.  Thomp- 
son, two  sub'scribing  witnesses  thereto  and  ordered 
to  be  recorded. 

■      Att.,  Thos.  Allen,  Clk. 
A  copy  att.,  ^y.  J.  Poteet,  Clk.  M.  C.  C. 
By  Geo.  F.  Robards,  D.  C. 

Phil.  B.  Thompson  and  Nancy  P.  Thompsou  are 
grandson  and  daughter  of  Capt.  George  Robards  of 
Revolutionary  fame. 

-  1.  Thomas  Davis  Robards,  married  first  Nancy 
Combs,  second  ^lary  Boles,  third  Sarah  (Boles) 
Fogglesong. 

2.  Robert  Robards,  married  Nancy  Piper,  De- 
cember 21,  1S16;  had  one  child,  Emsline  Robard?;; 
she  married  Judge  Young.  Robert  Robards  died  in 
Danville,  Kentuckv. 
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3.  Nancy  Ixobards,  iiiamed  Peter  Guinn;  had 
two  daiio:]it('rs,  Cyiitliia  and  Fannie.  Nancy  (Ro- 
bards)  (Juiim  died  in  Columbus,  Bartholomew  coun- 
ty, Indiana. 

4.  l^]liza])etli  Kobards,  married  Samuel  Corn; 
lived  and  died  near  Ilarrodsburg,  Kentucky. 

5.  Joscpli  l\()])ards,  married Whiiliite;  had 

two  sons,  Josse  and  John.    Joseph  Robards  died  in 
IHinois. 

().     Kitty  R(>l)ai'ds,  married  Jacob  Strange. 

7.  Kllejuler  Kobards,  married  William  Allen; 
had  live  cliiidren,  viz.:  James,  Tobitiia,  Jesse, 
Prant'is  and  W'hlliam,  Jr. 

S.  Francis  Ann  Robards,  married  Robert  An- 
derson; moved  to  ^lissouri  in  1835. 

9.  Jefferson  Robards,  married  Eliza  Jane  Farl- 
lee;  ])ot]i  died  in  Mereer  county,  Kentucky. 

10.  Jesse  Ro])ai'ds,  died  in  Garrard  county,  Ken- 
iucky,  nnn"iarried. 

11.  Roily  l\*oI)ards,  married  Cliarles  Baker;  had 
four  children,  viz.:  (Jeorge,  Ann,  Katie,  and  Joshua 
William. 

12.  John  Rol)ards,  married  Lydia  Ilalley.  lie 
died  in  Mci-cej-  county,  Kentucky,  1850. 


John  RoBards  Family 

12.     Jolm    Ixobai-ds,  younc^est  son  of  Jesse  and 

'Francis  Ro]>ards,  was  l.)o]-n  in  Garrard  county,  Ken- 

;tucky,  Octobci-  25,  1812.     I.ydia  Halley,  born  1810; 

were  inarricfl  l^'.V.);  Ihcir  cliihlrcn,  \'iz.:    1.     Ivlward, 

1)0171   1834   (dec).     2.     William   M.,   born   1S:;8.     :■.. 

John  Wesley,  born  1840.    4.    Richard  Jjickson,  1842 

(dec).     5.    Fanny,   boni  1844    (dec).    6.     Walter 

Fidds,  l)orn  January  1,  181G.    7.     Maggie  Bell  Ro- 

hards,  hovn  Septeinber  18,  1848. 
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2.  "William  :^r.  Robards,  ])orii  1838,  in  Mercer 
county,  Koutucky.  Judetli  Cliambers,  born  in  Paoli, 
Orange  county,  Indiana,  1841:  were  married  in  1860; 
this  family  are  all  dead. 

3.  John  AVesley  Kobards.  '.'orn  in  I\iercer  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  1840;  married  :\lary  ITaggon,  1872: 
had  two  children,  viz.:  George  Prances,  born  Au- 
gust 18,  1S75;  ]\Iary  Augustus,  born  January  15, 
1878.  John  AVesley  Robards  and  his  brother,  Walter 
Fields,  were  soldiers  in  the  Confederate  army:  were 
in  tlie  Ohio  raid  of  1862;  were  taken  ])risoners:  were 
exchanged  and  returned  to  Kentucky. 

John  Wesley  Robards  died  October  16,  1909,  from 
a  revolver  in  the  hands  of  editor  John  G.  Pulliam, 
in  the  office  of  the  Harrodsburg  Herald,  after  the 
latter  had  been  shot  and  painfully  injured.  He  left 
a  son,  (Jeorge  F.  Robards,  department  clerk  of  ]\Ier- 
cer  county,  and  a  daughter,  yiary  A.  Robards,  of 
Dan^'ille,  Kentucky. 

6.  AValter  Fields  Robards  (he  went  by  the  name 
of  Bud)  was  jailor  at  the  time  of  the  terril)le  tragedy 
at  the  courthouse  at  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  !)e- 
tween  the  Thompsons  and  Daviess.  November  26, 
187:,).  He  was  born  January  1,  18-16,  in  Men-er  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  and  died  1904.  lie  married  .Mary 
Oph.elia  Schuoley;  bad  one  son.  Price  Beauchamp 
Robards. 

7.  .Alaggie  Bell  Roljards,  born  September  18, 
1848;  njarried  Edward  Cromwell;  their  children,  viz.: 
Etta  Warren,  Ilallcy  ^May,  Tracy  and  CJeorgo  Wal- 
ter.   Slie  lives  in  St.  Louis,  yjissouri. 


OTHO   RORARDS 
Hnirods'.iurg,  Ky. 
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Jefferson  RoBards,  Sr.,  Family 
9.     JelTcrsou  I\(j])ar(!s,  hoi-ii  .Jjuuiary  2S,  1804,  in 
Garrard  county,  Kentucky.     Died  Soptoniber  2,  1882, 
ill  Morcor  count}',  Kcntucl^y.    I  \v  niarricd  Eliza  Jano 
Fai'llcc  and  liad  lour  cliildi'cn.  vix,: 

1.    [mm  I'lwWw  linimnUjiiiimwlJ.  M.  CliU^k. 

^llicy  liad  I'nur  Itoys,  \'i/.:  Ilcury  j>.  (dec.).  eJanics 
M.,  l']ai'n<'st  iicc.  i.cwis  dcfTci'so])  (dec.).  This  raMiily 
liv(\s  in  Slici-nia.n  county,  Texas. 

2.     Lewis  Iiol)ards  died,  a.L;"ed  14  years. 

o.  Ro1)ert  L.  Robai'ds'  iii-st  Avite  was  ^tary  L. 
Crowder.  Their  c;iildi-en  were  l^^liza  Jan(\  Anna  D. 
and  JidTerson  (dec.). 

Eliza  Jaiie  T?o])ards  married  T.  T.  ^deenccli;  tlicy 
haA'e  two  boys,  ("lia.rh's  and.  'I'hon.ias  Jefferson. 

Anna  1).  l?obards  nia.i-iied  iirst  J.  B.  Wel>b,  and 
had  one  child,  Stallaid.  llei'  seeond  hus1)and  vras 
Robe]'t  Mitcliell,  deceased.  Slie  lives  in  Spokane, 
Washington. 

Kobert  L.  lvo])ai"ds"  seeond  wife  wa.s  Mary  Dn.ii'an. 
They  have  two  dau^iiters,  Amelia  an.d  jjouisa. 

4.  Jeffei-son  iv'obards,  Av.,  born  October  (i,  1848, 
in  .Mcj-cci- county,  Kcniiicky.  Katie  ^ 'lair  Terhune, 
born  Jamiai-y  2().  bS(j;',.  4'Iiey  were  mai'ried  Octolxu* 
1(),  188:),  l!a\'e  chi1di-cu,  viz.:  William  Otho,  boi-ii 
'.May  1!),  ISsT;  Xc!Ii(>  Lou,  boi-u  October  21,  1892: 
]iu.L!;h  delfci-sou.  born  Xo\'cmbe!- 2^^.  1898;  infant  died 
Ofdober,  19n;>.  lie  liN'cs  ne;ir  llarrodsburc;",  Ken- 
tucky. Is  l)cmo(M'at  ic  in  ])olitics.  A!  I's.  ]\o])ards' 
pai-<'"iits  wer''  Abraham  and  Syntliia  Ajin  'I'ei'lunie. 

Elizabeth  (RoBards)  Corn  F?vmily 
4.     1-^lizabeth   Jvobai'ds   (Corn),  l)oi'U  in  (}ai'rar(l 
county,   KentU(4<:y,  duuc  (>.   179.'.     Married   Samu<4 
Corn.     Theii'  children,  xi'/..:     Solomon,   M.arv,  Jacob. 
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■\Villiam  O.,  Francis,  Samuel,  Jr.,  Einilv  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

Solomon  Corn  married  Sallie  :McCrea.  Their 
clnldi'cn,  viz.:  Eliza  A.,  Jolin,  Jessie,  William,  James, 
Mary  T.,  Overton,  ^lartha. 

;/nlni  r^-i'Dj  ]mn  In  ^ltjm^^  einiiitv,  Kmiuju'Hv. 

August  29,  1848.  Amanda  Woner,  honi  May  4,  1854. 
Were  married  November  22,  1872.  To  then?  were 
born  the  followini;-,  viz.:  AVilliain  L.,  January  8, 
1874;  Mag-.i;-ie  T.,  February  9,  187(5:  Archie  R.,  May 
15,  1878:  (Jeoruie  Ann,  Febi-uary  16,  1881;  Erastus 
C,  Aug-ust  5,  1888:  Thomas  K.,  January  26,  1886; 
Isaac  S.,  April  4,  1888;  Dollie  Y.,  April  15,  1890: 
Cecil  :^i.,  January  20,  1895.  Jolm  Corn  moved  to 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  Decem])er  1,  1889.  His 
wife,  Amanda  A.  Corn,  died  June  4,  1908. 


From  Historians  of  Indiana 
Tlie  emigrants  wlio  settled  in  Indiana  at  an  early 
day  came  over  the  traces  n^ade  by  the  Indians.  One 
of  these  routes  was  hy  way  of  the  falls  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Tliis  trail  i-an  north  through  Bartholo- 
mew and  Johnson  counties  connecting  other  trails 
that  joined  tlie  Delawai-e  towns  and  Wabasli  villag(\s 
in  the  north  part  of  the  state.  The  main  trail  went, 
by  way  of  "Big  Spring"  in  the  Hopewell  neiglibor- 
liood  and  is  the  route  taken  by  Tliomas  D.  Robards 
when  he  came  to  Indiana  from  Gan-ard  county,  Ken- 
tucky, in  1818. 

This  Indian  highway  leading  to  and  from  the 
"^'dark  and  bloody  ground"  was  doubtless  traveled 
by  many  a  war  party  going  to  and  retuiTiiug  from 
Kentucky  settlements,  and  there  is  a  strong  prob- 
ability that  white  captives  have  been  led  by  dusky 
Avarriors  through  the  primitive  woods  of  this  country 
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long  before  wliite  hunters  were  yenturing  beyond  the 
hill  ranges  of  the  Ohio. 

At  the  time  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  state  (April  19,  1816)  the  Delaware  Indians 
were  undisturbed  possessors  of  the  AVhite  river  coun- 
try.    The  pioneer  who  came  to  Indiana  could  not 

liflve  MimliU'd  fur  any  li-iiiiitli  of  \\\\\v  had  H  'int  in*Mii 

for  tlie  game  wliich  was  so  al)U7idant  on  every  hand. 
They  for  weeks  at  a  time  had  no  other  food  tlian  tlie 
))ear,  deei'  and  wild  turkey  meat,  roasting  th''  wliite 
oak  acoi'us  and  eating  tliem  in  the  ])la('e  of  ]>read  with 
their  meat.    Tliey  would  gather  the  seed  of  tlie  wild 
rice  and  wild  barley  and  mix  it   with   tlie  roasted 
acorn,  pounding  it  all  up  together,  making  asli  cakes 
of  the  meal  thus  obtained.  On  sueh  food  as  this  with 
a-  bountiful  supply  of  meat  tljc  old  pioneers  sul)- 
sisted,  but  as  soon  as  they  could  elear  (he  gr(^und 
and  raise  a  patcli  of  corn  this  was  all  done  awa>' 
with,  and  the  meal  made  from  the  corn   seasoned 
with  rich  bear  grease  and  made  into  bread  was  used 
and  these  hardy  people   ijrospered   an.d   grew   fat. 
They  wei-e  perfectly  healthy  and  the  children  made, 
the  strongest  men  and  woTueii.    Dyspepsia  and  kin- 
dred stomach  troubles  were  unknown.     There  was 
))ut  little  opportunity  of  obtaining  an  education,  yet 
they  were  students  of  natui-e  and  e\'ery  day  learned 
useful  lessons  that  stood  them  in  need  for  self-pro- 
tection and  the  protection  of  theii-  families.     The 
clothing  of  the  men  and  1}oys  were  in  kee])ing  witii 
their    daily  life,    and    made    mostly    oF    ])eni'    slcins. 
AVhen  this  was  well  dresscl  it  made  ('oni!'ort.-i!>ie  and. 
serviceable  sliirts,  leggings  and  coats.  Sonielinies  tlie 
women  made  their  petticoats  oT  the  same  materia.!.- 
The  deer,  elk  and  l)u(Talo  skins  fnrnislted  tlie  mate- 
rial from  which  all  footw(.'ar  was  made. 
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111  nil  oarly  day  iIhm-c  wci-c  many  s<'Mfl('!'fvi  li^i'ds 
ol'  l)ulTa!()  i?i  al!  scciidiis  of  Indiana  Unl  uo  siici! 
droves  as  liuntcrs  were  used  to  seeing'  on  tJie  L!,r(>at 
western  plains. 

In  most  eases  iho  lii'st  settlers  were  yoiino-  lyi^ii 
'.  jii«t  inMVi'i(>(l,  -wlin,  wifli   tln'ir  ynniiu:  wi \'«'.^'.,  Ilicir  mn. 

and  rilJc  and  sueh  other  ])i'opei'ty  as  t!i(>y  ])oss<'ss('d.. 
cairie  into  the  wildeiaicss.  They  thcii  cut  the  lo.u's  toi- 
their  ('a])iii,  woidd  ca n-y  the  loij^s  :\]u\  pii(  tlieni  up, 
eoverint;'  the  (•a]>in  with  hoards  ina(h'  wil'i  tlicir  axes 
and  putting  })oles  on  to  hohl  the  lioa.i'ds  in  [jhice. 
Craeks  between  tlie  lo.u's  wei-e  stopped  ])y  wedj^vi.n.g 
in  pieces  ol*  tinihei-  and  then  tilling' 'it  tull  of  mud.    A 

■  hole  was  cut  in  tlie  side  i'oi-  a.  door  and  often  t'u-  on'}' 
door  shutter  was  a  hear  skin.  Hie  lloor  and  carpet 
were  mother  earth.  For  a  bedstead  they  wcMihl  driA'c^ 
a  fork  into  the  i>,'ronnd  ti-oni  tlie  side  a.nd  vm\.  oi  the 
cabin,  then  ])ut  a  i)oh'  in  the  Toi-k  and  i^ul  of  ca])iu, 
then  another  ])oh'  into  th<'  Tork'  an(!  into  th.(>  cracks 
between  the  loj;'s.  Tln^y  ina(h'  a  table  {hv  same  way 
only  it  had  tor  a  top  a  thi<'k  l)oa!'d  inadc  witii  ai!  ax. 
The  chimney  was  made  witli  sti(d-:s  and  miul.  always 
built  on  the  end  of  ca!)in  and  on  th.e  outside.-  .For 
seats  a  th]'ee-h\o,"i>;ed  stool  Ava.s  us'.mL 

These  ijrave  ])eo]>h'  did  Ihc  best  th(\\-  could  to 
have 'the  comforts  of  life  hot  tlicy  ha<l  very  little  to 
do  with.  Not  a  nail  neai'er  thaji  a  hundred,  miles. 
The  settler  and  vouul;'  wilV.  his  cabin,  rilie,  ax  a.?i(l 
possibly  a  horse  were  all  his  earthy  possessions,  but 
he  was  rich  in  ;:;'0'")d  heallh.  detenninatio]]  and  pluck. 

-"\^'^ith  his  ax  lie  cleared  a  \'ow  a^res  for  cr^vn  and  xcc:- 
etables,  with  his  i-ille  he  had  ])le]ity  ol'  th(>  choicest 
meat  and  skins  of  bear,  d(>er,  otter,  beaver  and  rac- 
coon to  exchan,!j;e   Foi'  sa.lt,  amnmnitio]!   a>nd  a   few 
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necessaries  of  life,  ^vhen  he  could  get  liis  fur  to  mar- 
ket several  miles  away. 

During  the  summer  months  while  the  wou:i(.'n 
were  at  the  fort  their  husbands  were  in  the  wilder- 
ness watching-  for  the  Indians.  The  pioneers  were 
t"i<itfn'nnnod  to  dvivo  them  away  so  tliat  the  danger 
to  their  fahillies  wdiild  cOase.  Tlun'  liR't  V-^vm  m 
their  own  groimd  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  out 
of  their  region,  and  on  the  ruins  of  the  savage  wig- 
wams this  beautiful  countrv  has  been  made. 


Thomas  Davis  EoBards  Family 
1.  Thomas  Davis  Eobards,  born  in  A'ii'ginia, 
now  Garrard  county,  Kentucky,  July  16,  1789.  Was 
in  (.aptain  George  McAfee's  company  "PifteeuJii 
(Slaughters)  Kentucky  Militia,  war  of  1S12.  ^^'])im 
he  returned  home  from  the  war  he  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  such  as  they  had  ii^  tliose  days 
(water  power  and  grist  mills).  It  was  h.is  ujisfor- 
tune  to  meet  with  disaster.  The  ilood  came  and  pre- 
vailed against  his  i)roperty  and  it  fell,  t]iere()y  m\- 
dering  him  low  in  finances  and  foi'ced  liim  to  (^mi- 
grate to  a  new  country.  In  tlie  year  1818  (in  liis 
29th  year)  he  married  Nancy  Coombs,  a  daugliter  of 
Clayton  Coombs,  and  with  what  liouseliold  goods  lie 
h.ad,  moved  to  Bartholomew  county,  Indiana,  in  a 
one-ho]\sc  wagon.  Tie  came  by  way  of  the  Indian 
•trial  from  the  falls  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  lived 
in  Bartholomew  county,  Indiana,  until  1828,  when 
he  niovf'd  to  Johnson  comity,  Indiana,  wliere  lie  en- 
tered land  in  what  is  known  as  the  nope\vc'll  eom- 
•niunity. 

AVlicn  he  came  to  Johnson  county  it  was  a  wilder- 
ness, and  there  were  yet  some  Indians.  A  few  miles 
from  his  farm  was  a  tribe  of  Indians  known  as  tlio 
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Delawares,  ou  White  river.  One  could  look  over  flu* 
Avide,  deep  and  rapidly  flowin.c:  river  juul  Pee  the 
pebbles  that  lay  on  the  bottom,  and  tlie  i-olliiio-  up- 
lands were  covered  with  great  i'or(\sts  that  t^i-cw  li-oni 
a  soil  of  wonderful  richness. 

Tlio  sv«)m(1h   >vfv«i    rnll   <.r   wild   (niiiiuilt.,   tliM'i',    wUi] 

turkey,  raccoon,  squirrel,  etc.  (and  it  is  said  by  sonu' 
now  living)  men  were  employed  to  wjit'-h  tlie  corn- 
fields with  shot  guns -to  keep  the  s<]ui)']r]s  from  eat- 
-  ing  the  crop.  (Today  we  have  laws  to  ])i*o]ii].>it  the 
killing  of  squirrels.) 

Thomas  D.  Robards  and  Nancy  Com'is  were  mar- 
ried in  Kentucky,  December  25,  1818,  Tlicir  cliihiren: 
Harvey,  born  in  1820.     (Deceased.) 
Edward,  born  in  1822.     (Deceased.) 

Zerilda,  born  in  Bartholomew  coiuity,  Indiana, 
November  17,  1824. 

Landon,  born  in  Bartholomew  county,  lud iann, 
November  12,  1826. 

Alexander,  born  in  Johnson  country,  [jidi.-i.na.  De- 
cember 25,  1828. 

Twin  infants,  boiTi  in  Johnson  comity,  died  in 
December,  1830. 

Nancy  (Combs)  Robards  died  in  January.  18:11. 

May  12,  1833,  he  married  Mary  lloics."  I^hcir 
children,  viz.: 

Arthusa,  born  December  29,  1833:  Ivnthcr.  ;};.>u- 
uary  14,  1835;  Frances,  Octo1)er  4,  IK]6:  .Jesse  P., 
^  February  18,  1838;  Elizabeth,  Scj^tcnilxT  II.  183<): 
Jane,  March  15,  1841:  Thomas,  18i:>  (dec);  .loscpli, 
April  14,  1846;  John  Donald,  A])ril  3>(\  18  IS:  Saniii 
Marie,  1850  (dec);  Lewis  Tayloj-,  I^'ebi-iun-y  15,  1852; 
Matilda  Ann,  February  20,  1854.  '      .  ' 

^lary  (Bol(\s)   Robards  died  in  18(i:'.     Xoveiuber 
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20,  1864,  lie  marricu  Sarah  (Boles)  Fogglesong.  a 
sister  to  his  second  wife.    They  had  no  children. 

Thomas  D.  Robards  died  testate,  August  6.  1866, 
nged  77  years,  21  days.  Pie  left  a  large  farm  and  a 
large  family.    Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Will  of  Thomas  D.  HoEards 

I,  Thomas  Davis  Robards,  of  Johnson  county, 
and  state  of  Indiana,  make  this  my  last  will  and 
testament: 

My  will  is  that  after  my  d(^ath  my  debts  and  fun- 
eral expenses  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  my  personal  property,  as  hereinafter.^  1  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  wife,  Sarah  Robards,  the  following 
articles,  to-wit:  One  gray  mare,  one  cow,  five  head 
of  sheep,  one  sow  and  pigs,  one-half  of  all  my  house- 
hold and  kitchen  furniture  and  enough  of  v.dieat,  corn 
and  meat  to  support  her  and  my  two  minor  children, 
Taylor  Robards  and  Matilda  Ann  Robards,  for  one 
year  after  my  death.  The  articles  above  menti<>ned 
to  be  chosen  by  herself. 

I  give  and  bequC'^^.th  to  my  daughtei",  ^latilda  Ann 
Robards,  one  hundred  dollars  in  money  and  one  I.H'd- 
stead  and  bedding. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  Taylor  Rol)ards, 
fifty  dollars  in  money  and  one  gray  colt,  the  colt  he 
now  claims  as  his  own.  The  remainder  of  my  |)er- 
sonal  property  to  be  sold  and  the  money  divided 
e<[ually  among  all  my  children. 

I  give  and  be(|ueath  my  j-cal  estate  as  fohows: 
To  my  wife,  Sarali  Robards,'  the  following  di'scri])ed 
land  during  lier  life  time  and'  at  hc'-r  deat'li  to' b(^ 
divided  equally  among  my  heirs  at  law,  tn-wit:'  Tlie 
east  hair  of  the  noi'theast  (juarter  ol'  section  one,  in 
township  twelve,  north  of  range  three  east,  contr.in- 
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ing  sixty-live  and  52-100  of  an  aero,  and  situate  in 
Johnson  county,  Indiana.  Tlie  ]*emainder  of  my 
real  estate  to  be  divided  equally  or  as  near  as  can 
be  between  all  my  cliildren  living  at  tlie  time  of  my 
death.  If  any  of  them  are  dead  then  their  shares  to 
go  to  their  children. 

iM\-    will    IM    lluH:    tlic    nli;irr<    dT    Al'tlniSS!!     no1\-,    wli'o 

of  Ciiristian  Doty,  1)e  talvcu  off  of  tlie  nortlnvost 
corner  of  the  soutJieast  quarter  of  section  tJiirty-six, 
townshi])  thirteen,  range  tliree,  and  it  is  my  intention 
that  siie  shall  have  the  e(jual  share  above  described 
during  liei  natui-al  Jii'e,  and  at  Iier  death  to  ]>e  nl- 
vided  eou.a'.jy  among  hei'  cliildren.  liviiig  at  the  time 
of  my  death.  If  any  of  them  are  dead  tlien  tlurj* 
share  to  go  to  their  cliildren. 

And  it  is  my  will  that  the  share  of  Francis  Ilay- 
n^aker,  wife  of  Phillip  Ilaynuiker,  be  taken  off  of  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
thirty-six,  Io^vv,ship  thirteen,  rcinge  three,  aiid  i!"  i;^ 
my  inteniion  that  she  shall  have  her  equal  share 
above  mentioned  and  desci'ibed'^  during  her  natural 
life  and  at  her  death  to  be  divided  equally  among  ncv 
children. 

The  remainder  of  m}'  children,  to-wit,  Zerilda 
Ransdell,  wife  of  James  Ransdell,  Landon  Robards, 
Alexander  Ro])ards,  Ether  Eobards,  Elizabeth  Hay- 
maker, wife  of  John  Ilaymake]',  Jane  Isaacs,  wife  oi:' 
AVilliam  Isaacs,  Jess  Robards,  Josepli  Robards,  Joiin 
r>.  Robards,  Lewis  Taylor  Robards  and  Matilda  Ann 
Robards,  to  secure  their  share  of  the  real  estate  in 
fee  simple,  and  I  hereby  appoint  Landon  Robards 
and  Jmnes  Ransdell  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  made  this  4tli  day  of  August.  1S66. 

THOMAS  U  ROBARDS. 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  in  the  ^presence 
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of  J.  S.  Fan-is  and  Isaac  S.  Brown.  The  state  of 
Indiana,  Johnson  county:  Be  it  remembered  that 
on  tlie  16th  day  of  August,  1866,  Jonathan  S.  Fams, 
one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  within  and 
foregoing  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  D.  Ko- 
bards,  late  of  said  county,  deceased,  personally  ap- 

imiml  \}i}ti)rv  Clerk  Coiimioii  T^'m  of  jriiifi^m^  r-riim. 

ty,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  and  being  duly  sworn  by 
the  clerk  of  said  court,  upon  his  oath,  declared  and 
testified  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  that  on  the  4tli 
(lay  of  August,  JS66,  he  saw  the  said  Thomas  I).  Ko- 
bards  sign  his  name  to  said  instrumoit  in  writing 
as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  nnd.  that  tliis 
deponent  at  the  time  heard  the  said  Thomas  D.  So- 
bards  declare  the  said  instrument  in  Avriting  to  be 
his  last  will  and  testament,  and  that  the  said  instru- 
ment in  writing  was  at  the  same  time,  at  the  request 
of  the  said  Tliomas  D.  Robards  and  with  his  consent 
attested  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Isaac  Brown  and 
J.  S.  Farris,  in  the  presence  of  said  testator  and  in 
the  presence  of  each  other,  as  subscribing  witnesses 
thereto,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  D.  Robards  -was 
at  the  time  of  signing  and  subscribing  of  said  instru- 
ment in  writing  as  aforesaid,  of  fuJl  age,  that  is,  more 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  of  sound  and  dis- 
posing mind  and  memory  and  not  under  any  coercion 
or  restraint,  as  the  said  deponent  verily  believes,  and 
further  deponent  says  not. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  hy  the  said  Jonathan  vS. 
Farris  before  me,  John  W.  Vs^ilson,  <:lej-k  of  said 
(^ourt,  at  Franklin,  the  16th  day  of  August,  1S66. 
State  of  Indiana,  Johnson  County.  ,  • 

I,  John  ^y.  Wilson,  r-lerk  '->f  the  Coui-t  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  do  hereby  certifv 
that   the   within   annexed    will   and   testament    of 
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Thomas  D.  Robards  has  been  aclmitted  to  probate 
aiid  duly  profed  by  the  testimony  of  Jonathan  >S. 
FaiTis,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  that 
a  conipleto  re"cord  of  said  will  and  of  the  testimony 
of  said  J.  S.  Farris  in  proof  thereof,  has  been  by  me 
(hilv  itw'd^'  n^Hl  »'*'<'ni"t]<''1  ill  T3»inU  "A,"  nf  pn^rM  S-Hi 

and  47-48  of  tlie  Record  of  Wills  of  said  county.  In 
testimony  whereof  I  have  In'reiinto  set  my  hand 
aTid  sealat  Franklin,  IGth  day  of  August,  ISGt). 

Jolni  W.  Wilsou.  rik.  Joh.nson  Co. 
State  of  Indiana, 
County  of  Johnson. 

I,  Joseph  A.  Schnlith,  clerk  of  tlie  circuit  court, 
within  and  for  the  county  and  state  aforesaid,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  a1:)i)ve  and  foregoing  will  and 
testament  of  Thomas  D.  Robards,  is  a  full,  ti'ue  and 
complete  copy  of  the  will  and  testament  of  Tliomas 
D.  Robards  as  the  same  appears  of  record  in  tin's 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  this  office  at 
Franklin,  Indiana,  this  21st  day  of  April,  1909. 

Joseph  A.  Schmith, 
;   '  ■     .  Clerk  of  the  Johnson  Circuit  Court. 

Children  of  Thomas  D.  BoBards 

1.  Zerilda  Robards  married  James  Ransdell, 
August  6,  1844. 

2.  Landon  Robards  mari-ied  Enuna  S.  Com])S. 
daughter  of  Joseph  A.  Combs,  a  granddaugliter  of 
Clayton  Combs. 

o.  Alexander  Robards  married  first,  Frances 
Jacobs;  second,  Rebecca  (St.  John)  Clark,  June  18, 
185:i     .  ■■'         •        ■ 

:  •  :•..:•  -  Tj^^jf  Brothers  and  Sisters 

4.'  Ai'thus;i  R()));irds  iiKirricd  Christian  Doty. 
May  :1;  1853. 
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5.  Eatlier  Robards  married  Angeline  Haymaker, 
September  10,  1854.  "^         ;   ■ 

(5.  Frances  Robards  married  Phillip  Haymaker. 
April  17,  1853. 

7.  Jesse  D.  Robards  married  Sarali  French,  Au- 
gust, 1867. 

H;     K'11?if>brth  HobnrdN  mnrivied  Jehu  TTnymnlcnr, 

1854. 

9.  Jane  Robards  married  William  Isaacs,  3.[ay 
29,  1860. 

xlO.  Joseph  Robards,  born  April  14,  1846.  Un- 
married. . 

11.  John  D.  Robards  married  Sarah  E.  X)ermit, 
October  2,  1867. 

12.  Lewis  T.  Robards  married  Sarali  A.  Harden. 
February  1,  1874. 

13.  Matilda  Ann  Robards  niai'ried  Jackscti 
Jacobs,  October  1,  1870. 

xlO.  Joseph  Robards,  born,  in  Jolmson  coimty, 
Indiana,  April  14,  1846.  Unmarried.  Enlisted. in  the 
Civil  Avar  Septembei'  12,  1864,  First  Indiana  Regi- 
ment Ilcjivy  Artillery,  Company  F.  Discharged 
July  28,  1865,  at  Xew  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Entered 
regular  army,  July  23,  iS6G.  vServed  in  Sixth  Cav- 
alry L".  S.,  Company  K. 


Zerilda  (RoBards)  Ransdsll  Family 
1.     Zerilda  Robards,  born  in  Bartholomew  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  November  17,  1824.    When  she  came  to 
JohusQ]"!  coimty  with  her  parents  she  was^only  four 
years  old.    Related  to  me  the  story  of  the  "Old  Log  • 
Cabin"  with  its  earthen  floor  her  father  built  in  1S2S. 
August  6,  1844,  she  mariied  James  Ransdell.    They- 
had  eight  children: 

1.     Nancy  Emmariue  Ransdell,  born -Decemlx'r. 
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29,  1845,  died  May  4,  1865.  Married  Conrad  H.  Vu- 
Claiii;  had  one  child,  which  died  in  int'aney. 

2.  William  Alexander  Ransdell,  horn  ]\Iarc'h  18, 
1848;  married  Solona  Ann  Vannnys,  March  14,  1872; 
nine  children:  1  Gertrude,  born  July  27,  187:>,  dic<l 
Anpjuwt   10,    1^74;   *^   riuirlcH    Rom. •<,<<,    l.orn    Jimn    11, 

.1875;  '}  Harvey  iOhjiond,  boj-n  May  10,  1S7S,  died  N,,- 
vcnd)cr  3,  1879;  4  infant,  ])orfi  i)ece]nl)c!'  2G,  ISSO. 
died  January  3,  1881;  5  James  Vv'ini'jv'd,  'dov))  Afny 
1<),  1882,  married  Bertiia  Eohall,  Novem])er  4,  1901, 
and  have  two  children,  Etliellrene,  born  Marcli  13. 
1906,  Paul  Vannuys,  born  October  6,  1908;  6  Mar- 
garet Ann,  born  March  17, 1885,  single;  7  ^lary  Alice, 
born  June  3,  1888,  single;  8  Bertha  Ellen,  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1891,  died  June  6,  1893;  9  Tunis  Donald, 
born  December  18,  1895. 

3.  Thomas  Jeti'erson  Ransdell,  born  April  1, 
1851;  died  December  19,  1854. 

4.  Mary  Adeline,  born  July  8,  1853;  mai'ried 
Christopher  C.  Jenkins,  September  27,  1877;  had 
three  children,  viz.:  Attie  ]\Iarsellus,  born  August 
20,  1878,  died  March  27,  1884;  Otto  Byson,  ])orn  De- 
cember 9,  1880;  infant,  born  l^'ebruary,  lv^8:>,  de- 
ceased. Adeline  Jenkins  died  Xovemlxu-  21,  18S3. 
C.  C.  Jenkins  died  -May  8,  1885,  aged  34  yejirs. 

5.  John  Harvey  Ransdell,  born  March  16,  1856,. 
died  April  10,  1877. 

6.  Lucy  Ann,  born  May  4,  1859,  died  .M^iy  22, 
1882;  married  Joseph  Covert,  SeptemlxT,  1878;  bad 
six  children,  Leota,  Basil,  Addle  Lee,  Hazel,  Cecil 
Ellen  and  Lucy. 

7.  Ephram  Herriott  Ransdell,  born  8eptenj.'.>er 
26,  1861,  died  July  11,  1864. 

8.  ^lartha  Alice  Ransdell,  born  Oct<>])er  12,  1^1)4, 
died  November  17,  1874. 


JOHN'   A.    ROBARDS 
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Zerilcla  (Robards)  Eansdell  lives  in  Franklin,  In- 
diana. 


Landon  EoBards  Family  and  Descendants 

2.  LtUl(l(HI  "RnltinvlM,  born  in  l^.nrtlioloincw  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  Xovenibor  12,  182();  married  in  JoliiisOii 
county,  Indiana,  Decomber  25,  1845,  to  EDima  vS. 
Conil)s,  a  dan,i2,'lit('r  of  .Jos(']j]i  A.  Combs,  a  p-and- 
dan,L;-liter  of  Clayton  Combs.  Tlioy  had  llie  followin^u- 
children,  viz.: 

AWilliam  I^dward,  born  Octolx'r  .15,  bSlG;  Xancy. 
born  Oetolx'r  26,  1S48;  .Mary  Jane,  born  June  22, 
1850;  Joseph  ]\larion,  born  April  17,  1852,  died  Au- 
gust 16,  1852:  Thomas  Jefferson,  born  June  22,  1853, 
died  April  21,  1862;  Zachariah,  born  April  6,  1855, 
died  ]\ray  18,  1857;  John  Alexandei",  born  ]\[ay  1, 
1857;  ^lartha  Ellen,  born  Septeinber  5,  1859:  Mar- 
garet Isabell,  born  September  9, 1862:  Catharine  Em- 
nialine,  born  January  1,  1865:  James  Harvy,  lH)rn 
October  18,  1866:  Elmer,  bom  January  22,  1868,  died 
1868;  two  infants  died  without  name:  Isaac  .Donald, 
born  January  28,  1874,  died  June  18.  1875. 

Aftci'  marria,<;"e  lie  rented  liis  I'atlioi-'s  farm  for 
seven  yeai's,  lakinc,-  a  leas(\  durin.ii;  wliich  time  he 
made  many  extejisive  im])]*ovements.  In  Octobei', 
1852,  he  mov(Ml  to  his  own  farm,  havini;-  bought 
eighty  acres,  lor  which  he  ]>ai(l  815  ])er  acr(\  In  a 
sliort  tinic  he  ('xcli;ui.ii,-ed  160  acres  in  Iowa  loi*  forty 
acres  joining  him.  To  this  120  acres  he  kc[it  adding 
and  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  he  owned  3;>1  acres.  In 
bringing  this  farm  from  bog  to  dry  lields,  h(>  luid  not 
only  water  but  ]>!eTity  of  timb(>r  to  contend  with. 
He  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in  laying  tile  drains 
on   his   farm   and   today    (1910)    the   farm   divided 
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among  his  children,  ^vhich  cost  him  ^ID  per  acre  m 
1852,  will  sell  for  $150  per  acre. 

Landon  Robards  died  January  29,  1895,  aged  68 
years,  2  months  and  17  days.  He  was  a  iit'elong 
Democrat.  Emma  (Combs)  Robards,  born  in  John- 
son county,  Indiana,  April  15,  1S27,  died  Noyember 
\\  tHf>D,  a.^crl  c^R  vi^trH.  r\  inoiifliH  aijd  84  dnVf^,-    T]if>y 

were  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the  beautiful  ceme- 
tery at  Hopewell,  Indiana. 

1.  AVilliam  Edward  Robards,  born  in  Jolmson 
coujity,  Indiana,  Octobei*  15,  18^1(5.  Was  twice  iwir- 
ried;  first  wife  was  Levina  Jan(;  Jacoljs.  married 
Noyem])er  29,  1868;  liad  liye  children,  yiz.: 

1  A^'illiam  Henry,  ])orn  August  9,  1869.  He  mai*- 
ried  Laura  C.  Cook,  August  16,  1890;  their  children, 
yiz.:  Dessie  J\ray,  born  March  19,  1891,  married 
Wiley  Smith,  October  24,  1909.  Arnold,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1892;  Virgil,  born  October  23,  1894  (dec): 
Keith  A^erne,  born  October  30,  1899;  David  Edward, 
born  September  22, 1902;  Russell  Glen,  born  January 
10,1905  (dec).  ■    • 

2.  Landon  Austin  and  IMilburn  Oscar,  twins, 
bom  September  1,  1871  (dec). 

3.  ]Mertilda  Alice,  born  December  31. 1872  (dec). 

4.  Ollie  INfay,  ])orn  August  28,  1874;  married 
John  L.  Plummer,  March  10,  1898;  one  son,  John- 
Edward,  boriT  September  28,  1900,  died  October  3, 
1900;  one  daughter,  Isabelle  Layina,  born  April  23, 
1910. 

Lavina  J.  Robards  died  November  15,  1874.  His 
second  wife  was  Sarali  Ann  Gamine;  married  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1876.  Xo  children.  Poliiically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.    Lives  in  Bargersville,  Indiana. 

2.  Xancy  Robards.  born  October  26,  1848.  (})C(i 
Alat'cli  2,  1871,  aged  22  years,  •!  montlis  and  6  days. 
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]\raiTic(l  M'illiam  Miller,  February  28; \1867;  had  t\TO 
cliildreii.  viz.:  (Mara  E.,  born  March '23;- 18GS.  Slie 
married  A\;-i yjie  rtterback,  February  6,  isSD.'Edward 
Ebnore  :\liller,  born  January  3,  1870,  in  Johnson* 
county,  Indiana.  .Mary  Elizabetli  Johnson,  born 
January  7,  .1875,  in  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  married 
JahiililT  22,  IH!j(i:  !iaV(*  t'VO  "hndrHn,  vi??;!  PmhI 
Leon.  Inn-n  October  M,  1896;  David  WilliamV  bbrii 
])ecvml)ev  31,  1S98,  died  January  (\  1908. 

H.     Mai-y  Jane  Rol)ards,  born  in  Johnson  county. 
Indiana,   duiic   22,    1850,   married 'Mrst   Silas   Allen" 
Powell,  .June  L!").  1S72;  had  three  cluldren,  \\^.:    WW-' 
liam  L('o]ia.rd  (and  twin  sister,  dec),  July  8,  1873; 
iMiima  .Mice,  born  April  15,  1874,  died  in  Cumb'cr- 
hind    county,    Illinois,    Au.u'ust,    1879.      Silas   Allen.- 
■Powell  died  Scj>tember  12,  1874.  ■  'Wllliain' Leonard 
rowell,  born  July  8,  1873,  marriedLulu  Bell  Joh.n- 
son,  Aui^nst  22,  1895.    She  was  born  March  3,  1873; 
liave  one  daui;htcr,  Aiuja  Joluison,  born  July  4,  1899.-' 
^lary  Jaue  Powell  married  second  CJeorge  B.'Mc-- 
€lain,  Sej)tembcr  17, '1878;  had  four  children,' viz.-:'^ 
.'Eredie  ^IcClain,  born  Xovember  1,  1883.    He  hiarried 
L^izzie  'IVosper  October  3^  1906.    Twins,  boy  and  girl,* 
born  Aui^-ust,  1885  (dec);  infant  ^iv\,  born  February; 
8,  1:8^7  (dec).    Mary  J.  McClain  lives  near  Bargers-- 
^■i!lli\  Indiana. 

4.  John  A.  Ixobards,  boi'u  in  Joinison  county,  In- 
<diana,  M:\y  1,  1857:  married  Dorinda  Susan  IJtter- 
Iback,  February  20.  1S79:  luive  children, 'viz.':  Leona 
.'Beatrice,  born  .March  28,  1880;  Florence,  h^n-n  Xo- 
vembei-  28,  I'^^l,  died  February  5,  1892:  :\Iabel  Claii", 
born  January  i:',  1884,  married  Edward  I>runTiemer, 
December  9,  1908;  one  son,  Landon' Preston,  born- 
December  15,1909,  diied  December  21,  1909;:LeIla 
Pearl,  l)orn  January  31,  1886;  Georgie,  born  Septenl- 
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bcr  24,  1S88,  died  January  22,  1892;  David  Fletcher, 
boru  Jauiiary  6,  1892;  Ruby  Lillian,  born  October  9, 
1893;  Donncil,  born  August  14,  1896;  Dorist  Gleen, 
born  :May  24,  1899;  Forest,  born  April  26,  1901.  John 
A,  Robfirds'  lives  noar  Bargersville,  Indiana,  and  is  a 
staunch  Deuiocrat. 

5.  ]\iartha  Ellen  Robards,  born  September  5, 
1859;  married  Cornelius  Jefferson  Cook,  August  19, 
1880;  had  two  daaigliters,  viz.:  Lora  Lavina,  liorn  July 
2,  1881,  married  \\'il]iam  Basil  Spm-geon,  JSepteni- 
ber  5, 1901;  have  four  children,  viz.:  William  Aj-tlmi', 
born  December  16,  1902;  Agnes  Myrtle,  born  Fe'v 
ruary  7,  1904;  Lena  Pearl,  born  April  15,"  1905;  Carl 
Cornelius,  born  June  15,  1909.  Lessie  Pearl  Cook, 
born  August  3,  1883,  married  Robert  K.  ^latliena, 
■Tune  17,  1900;  their  children,  viz.:    Lawrence  Cook, 

•  ;;.ixa  :day  2,  1902;  Donald  Deer,  born  March  3,  1904; 
Mildred  lona,  born  March  27,  1906;  ^Nlartha  Clara, 
born  April  24,  1908.  yinnhii  Ellen  Cook  died  .March 
28,  1883,  aged  26  years,  7  months  and  23  days.  Buried 
in  Hopewell  cemetery.    Xo  stone  marks  her  grave. 

6.  ^largaret  Isabell  Robards,  born  in  ^lojinson 
county,  Indiana,  September  9,  1862;  married  AVaync 
Utterback,  July  25,  1883;  had  two  children,  viz.: 
Dcssie  :\ray,  born  February  29,  1884,  died  August  22, 
1884;  Hazel,  born  September  20,  1886,  died  January 
13,  1892;  Margaret  Isabell  Utterback  died  October 
19,  1886,  aged  24  years,  1  month  and  10  days.  She 
and  two  daughters  arc  buried  in  the  HopewCiJ  ceme- 
tery. 

7.  Catharine  Emmaline  Robards  was  lK)rn  in 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  January  :1,  1865;  married 
Blufford  D.  Utterback,  December  21,  1882.  Tlieir 
children,  viz.:  Stella  Myrtle,  born  May  23, 1884,  died 
June  10,  1887;  Neva  Jane,  born  U^y  27,  18S9;  Ray 
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Kobards,  horn  Aui^'iist  29,  1S92:  I^]iiiil  Deer,  born  Oc- 
tober 6,  18%:  Hnsst'll  1).,  boi'ii  June  27.  "IHOo.  (IumI 
Au.s>'ust  15,  lOOo.""  Katie  1-].  rtt('r1)a(']v  liv(>s  wlicre  Iut 
t'atluT  bon.nlit  land  for  .fl.")  ])(M'  acre  in  1852.  and 
whovc  lie  died  (ISHf)). 

S       .TnttiMw     1Inr\'c\'     Ivuhn  t'<lM,     Iuhmi     in     .lohnwctn 

connty,  Indiana.  Octobci'  IS.  ISfil!.  .Maj'ricd  Trsuhi 
Jane  l)o!'re!!.  She  \\'a,s  born  in  Uowai'd  r-oinity,  In- 
diana. Xovcinlici'  12.  b"^!).').  On'y  danuhicr  of  Dan.id 
and  Mar^^'arct  (Ib-U'rcn)  Dorrcn.  Iloi-  parents  are 
ol'  ( iej'inan  (h'seeid.  who  eame  IVoni  i\  coloiiy  ol'  '-^enn- 
sylvani.-i  ( iernians.  -Janies  Ii,M!'\-ey  lvoi>a!;<ls  arul  l^r- 
snla  dane  Don-ell  were  niarriefl  Deeendxn-  2"),  1SS7. 
To  tliem  W(M'e  lioi-n  li\-e  ebildi'en,  \-iz.:  Daniel  Lan- 
don,  A])ril  lo,  b^!H).  died  daini.-iry  11,  1S92:  ini'ant, 
stillborn,  Seplenibei'  20.  1Sf)2:  .lames  Oseaj'.  An.p;nsr 
25,  1S9-!:  Willinni  Arthni-.  An-'nst  ;>!,  1X9(5,  died  dan- 
nai-y  5,  b^DS;  I^'lossie.  Trsnla.  born  An.L;-ns1;  )>,  ISOS. 
In  ])oIitics  be  is  a  I  )eniocra1. 

This  (l.andon  l*obards)  f.-imily  ai'e  .'ill  sneeessful 
farmers.  W'lien  we  t!-a\'e]  o\-er  Hie  eon.n.ti'y  ajid  see 
the  line  Farms,  ,li,'oo(1  I'oads  and  line  bnildini^-s  of  today 
and  read  ol'  llie  <'ondition  of  onr  ^-I'andfa.tbcM's  a:i<l 
p,"]'andniotliei's  of  one  hnii'li-ed  years  ali'o.  we  ])ause 
and  tln'nk,  and  an  exelain;iti<wi  foi-ces  itseli'  n.|)on  ns, 
ilow  clianu'cd,  e\'ery1  hinij,'  is  altered.  !t  is  anotlu".' 
^^'or!d,  ^\'!lat  wron.idit  this  ebanu-e  .^  Conae  let  ns 
look  back.  Not  e\-cryone  tliat  '';nn('  stay<'d.  Seanc* 
i'onnd  the  eo]iHiet  too  s{'vr]-o  and  left.  Those  who 
\v('re  made  of  stei*ner  stidT  lon,ii,!iI  the  battles  with  a 
eonra..ii,'e  and  tenaeity  ol'  ])nr])ose  th.at  u'ave  tlieni  the 
A-ietory  in  the  enfb  Tlier*'  wei-e  no  <i!-ones  in  tliose 
days,  wdtli  but  few  exceptions  all  were  te>i]ers.  Farms 
bad  to  be  elear('d  and  honses  had  to  ])c  built  ())Ut  not 
the  kind  we  ha\'e  toda\'),  all  lo*;-  liouses  with  e;!i-tben 
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floors.  All  stood  in  need,  at  one  tim(^  or  otiier,  of 
their  neighbors'  services,  and  all  freely  gave  Avhen 
called  upon. 

But  with  all  the  toil  and  hardships  of  the  thiio 
there  was  a  social  life.  The  labors  of  the  day  fostered 
sociability.      'Men  worked  together.      They  joined 

fpi't'os  nf  f'Ofn  plnntinp:  thnc     Old  nn«:l  yntnag  rTro-jipcd 

and  covered  the  grain  side  by  side.  And  when  win- 
ter came,  the  evening  fire  from  the  huge  fireplace 
sent  out  a  genial,  wholesome  heat  (unknown  to  pa- 
trons of  thv  iiiodern  stoves  of  today).  There  were 
but  few  books  to  vend  in  tliose  days:  some  fewer 
newspapers.  And  wliat  man  or  woman,  now  living, 
remembers  the  mother  of  the  liouse  sitting  up  mak- 
ing new  or  patching  the  frayed  clothes  of  her  chil- 
dren long  after  the  others  of  the  family  were  sunk 
in  slumber. 

Blessed  be  the  memory  of  tlie  dear,  old.  patient 
fathers  and  mothers  of  the  land. 


The  ^'Bargersvillc  Correspondent"  of  the  Frank- 
lin Democrat  of  Friday,  April  20,  1892,  says: 

"One  hundred  and  one  persons  enjoyed  the  day 
together  on  last  Sunday  at  the  home  of  one  of  our 
respected  citizens.  Wlien  Uncle  Landen  and  Aunt 
Ennna  Robards  retin-ned  from  church,  to  their  great 
surprise,  they  found  a  few  of  the  neighbors  had  gath- 
ered in  and  liad  dinner  about  ready  awaiting  tliem. 
But  the  surprise  was  yet  to  come,  when  they  looked 
back  and  saw  forty  or  more  buggies  coming  in  after 
them  from  church.  It  was  1  o'clock  before  all  had 
got  there,  as  Brother  ATilson  had  a  little  rubber,  or 
something  else,  in  his  sermon  that  morning  a  little 
''stretchy."  A  tliirty-foot  table  was  loaded  down 
until  its  legs  looked  almost  unsafe  with  not  only  a 
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few  good  tiling's  but  with  everythin.c:  tliat  culinary 
art  could  devise  for  sucli  an  occasion.  Uncle  Landon 
was  placed  at  one  end  of  tlie  table  and  his  good  wife 
at  the  other,  nine  of  tlie  oldest  women  on  the  one 
side  and  nine  of  the  oldest  men  on  tlie  other.    Thanks 

joyed  as  sumptuous  a  (liimcr  as  vvov  w;rs  spread  \)i:- 
fore  either  the  oldest  or  the  yomigcst.  ihit  the  good" 
minister  could  not  understand  why  it  was  tliat  the 
beauty  was  all  on  the  other  side  oC  tlie  table.  Tlie 
second,  the  third,  the  fourth  ajid  tlie  fiCtli  tables  wciv 
surrounded  and  then  there  was  ejiough  left  to  feed 
as  many  more.  The  writer  will  have  to  say  of  all 
birthday  dinners  Ave  have  ever  witn<'ssed,  this  one 
was  the  greatest.  It  was  one  long  to  be  remenabered 
by  those  present.  The  kind  old  people  received  many 
nice  presents,  including  a  beautiful  swinging  lamp, 
presented  by  the  children.  After  wish.ing  the  two 
old  friends  many  moi-e  such  days,  all  departed  to 
their  respective  homes." 

The  birthday  refejavd  to  being  the  b^tli  birtlulay 
of  Mrs.  Ennna  Kobards,  wife  of  Landei-  Robards. 


Alexander  EoBards  Family 
3.  Alexander  Kobards,  born,  in  Johnson  county, 
Indiana,  Decem])er  25,  1828,  on  a  farm  in  tlie  Hope- 
well neigliborhood.  He  was  not  yet  eighteen  years 
of  age  when  the  war,  in  184(),  occurred,  between 
Texas  and  Mexico.  His  age,  prevcaitini;  him  enlist- 
ing as  a  soldier,  he  joined  the  army  as  a  di'ummer 
bo\'.  -  .  • 

,  In  tlie  Great  Republie.  Vol.  Jir,  ]>age  121,  His- 
torian Jolm  Frost  gives  on  interesting  account  of  tlie 
"BattleofBuena  Vista." 

Alexander    Robards    was    marj-ied    to    Frances 
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Jacobs  (date  not  kiiowiO,  niu]  moved  to  Lancaster, 
Keokuk  county,  Iowa.  Tlwy  lind  one  cliiJd.  Nancy 
Jane,  boi-n  NovciuIxm-  M,  ISoO.  at  ^vllicll  time  liis 
wife  died.  Tlie  dau,<;-!itci'  died  Jaiuuiry  21,  18()-j-,  aged 
14  years. 

June  18,  IS^y.'],  Alcxnndci'   Ivohri-ds  maj'ricd  liis 

Dr.  Clai'k,  an([  a  sisto'  of  cx-dox  ci-uor  .;<t!in  P.  >St-. 
John,  of  Kansas.  They  wore  mnrricd  in  T.ancnstc]', 
Keokuk  county,  Iowa.  'I'o  them  wci'c  i.»ni',!i  four 
children,  \va.: 

1.  Franklin  Pici-cc  Ivoba rds,  Ijoni  in.  Lniicnstc]'. 
Iowa,  October  19,  1857,  died  iM'briKiry  21,  IS.fj].  2. 
]\Iary  Emmn,  Jaimai-y  7.  1S()1,  in  W'yan.dottc  City. 
Kansas  (Territory).  )).  A\'illi;mi  Thonuis,  ()cr(?])er 
G,  18(33,  in  Johnson  county.  Kansas.  ~1.  Jolrn  Alex- 
ander, Xovcmbci-  29,  18()(),  near  .Monticello.  Johnson 
comity,  Kansas. 

Alexander  Kobards  cnlisl cd  in  the  rinon  a.rmy 
3^\'brua]'y  21,  IS(jr),  in  ('()iu.]>any  i),  Toitli  I'vcuidav 
Kansas  Voluntcci-  Inl'aiHi'y.  Musi('!'<'d  on.t  Au.^'u.st 
r>0,  ]Si)^).  After  the  war  he  'j;:\\l'  u])  laritiini;'  and  e]!- 
tered  the  sawmill  business,  ch'arinL:,'  !ari;-e  t]'a<'ts.(»f 
land  in  east(M'n  Kansas,  lie  <\'u:<\  January  lV^.  1.'^74, 
ill  Johnson  county,  Kansas.  Mis  ^^•i^M  died  one  year 
latei*.  Jaiiuarv2r),  ls7-'). 


Mary  Emma  EoBards  Family 
2.  ^lary  p]mma  R^^bards,  hoiai  January  7.  .IS'ol. 
in  \Vyandr>tte  (Mty,  Kansas  (now  Kansas  City,  Kaii- 
s.is).  ]\Larried  rjohn  \}.  Davis,  Sei;)tember  27.  .1879, 
in  Johnson  county,  Indiana.  Theii-  U\o  children,  viz.: 
L^ora  Accrue  l)a\'is.  Ixa-n  ']u\y  o.  ISS'O.  died  f^ej'denn- 
ber  21,  19():^>,  man-ied  Ceoi-v  L.  Swift,  .May,  .1898: 
]iad  one  son,   (darence    l^dwaj-d.    h(e,-n    h'elu-n.arv   9, 
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1900.    Clarence  Everett  Davis,  born  September  27, 
1882,  married  Mattie  Bills,  December  24,  IC^OS. 

Married  Harry  Oliver  Butler,  April  27, 1895;  have 
two  boys:  Gail  Algernon,  born  December  6,  1896 
(dee.) ;  Yale  Rollin,  born  August  22,  1899.   ; 


William  Thomas  EoBards  Family 
3.  William  TiiOiiias  EobaMg,  boi'll  Octobor  (^ 
1863,  in  Johnson  county,  Kansas,  where  he  lived  imtil 
March  26,  1875,  when  he  moved  to  Johnson  county, 
Indiana,  where  he  lived  with  his  aunt,  Zeralda  (Ro- 
bards)  Kansdell.  When  29  years  of  age  he  moved  to 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  ^lay  30,  1892.  He  married 
i\lary  Mabel  Kansdell,  August  9,  1894.  They  have 
two  daughters,  viz.:  Edith  i\Iay,  born  June.  27,  1895; 
jMarjorie  Catherine,  born  July  26,  1897.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 


John  Alexander  Eobards 
John  Alexander  Robards,  born  in  Johnson  coun- 
ty, Kansas,  November  29,  1866.  After  the  death  oi 
his  father  and  mother  he  lived  with  his  aunt,  Zeralda 
(Robards)  Ransdell.  He  married  Maggie  Pierson, 
June  25,  1887;  liad  one  daughter,  Mabel.  After  a 
short  time  he  divorced  her  and  married  Tinnie  TelL 
of  Olney,  Illinois.  They  have  three  cliildren,  Pros- 
per, Tell  and  Marie.    Is  Republican  in  politics. 


Artliusa  (EoBards)  Doty  Family 
4.  Arthusa  Robards,  born  in  Johnson  county,  In- 
diana, December  29,  1833,  married  Christian  Doty, 
Xay  1, 1853,  by  John  R.  Surface,  at  the  home  of  her 
father,  Thomas  D.  Robards.  To  them  were  hotn  nme 
^•hildren,viz.: 

1.    Infant,  September  3,  1854  (dec). 
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•,  .-  •2.-  •  Melissa  Jane  Doty,  born  October  1,  1>^5(),  mar- 
ried William  H.  Groseclose,  OctoluM*  10.  1^78.  Had 
six- children,  viz.:  1  Levi  Otis  (Ji'oserlos(>  luarried 
Cora  Seabaugh:  2  Arlie  Groseclose  (dec,);  :}  Lester 
Groseclose;  4-Ada  Groseclose  married  (ieori;-e  Laker: 
n  fTVihii  ni'ti^j'^fln-^ej  n  inj'ntif  (<',<'<■.>, 

This. family  live  hear  Randlivs,  Gape  (lii'arcb'n.ii 
county,  Missouri. 

.'-  3.     Rhoda  Ann  Doty,  boi-n  Octo])er  8,  1S5S.  maj-- 

.ried  John  T..Bishop.  -Jlad  four  childi-(>u,  viz.:  1  Glara 

Thelma   (dec);  2  i\ryrtle  JMshop  iiiar]-ied   Tlioiuas 

Davis;  3  Lester  Arley;  4  Ida  .Majy  IMs'ioj),  ])(>i'ti  .Iituc 

23,  1893,  in  Pinkney  ville,  Llinois. 

..  4.-  Mary  Elizabeth  Doty:  ])orn  Septemb(\r  24. 
I860,' 'died  January  23, 1910;  :\Iarried  Cliarles  E.  Un- 
derwood, August  28,  1888.  Had  three  cinldren.  vi/..: 
1  Hazel  Jane  Underwood,  born  Ai>!ii  :.■().  IS^K).  Slie 
married  Elza  D.  Henderson:  \\i\vr  (iaiiglitcr.  ivliKu 
born  September .15, .1907;  2  Charles  Olin  rnderwood, 
born  May  12, 1895;  3  Arnold  Taylor  I'liderwood.  born 
November.  4,  1896,  died  February  16,  1909. 

,  5.  ■  Caroline  Laverne  Doty,  born  S(M)tei»il>er  .10, 
1862,  married  Cornelius  Jefferson  Coo]^.  .Jajjuaj.y  19, 
1887.  -Have  four  children,  viz.:  1  Oina  rlaii-  Cook. 
born  :\Lirch  12,  1888, married  Dounell  l-\  L^/el^  .Line 
26,  1907;.  have  one  daughter,  Helen  Majie.  2  Oi-a 
Taylor ;Cook,-, born  September  28.  1891.  :";  (^hosto}- 
WiHiam  Cook,  born  April  19,  1S9:'..  4  Deiizel  Conk. 
born  April  15,;1902,  died  January  10,  19(){;. 

6..  Sarah  CatharincvDoty,  horn  ScptiMitlier  ]:>, 
1864,  married  Ira  A.  ^Matheny,  Janna.ry  29,  188;'). 
Have  three  children,  viz.:  "  Infant,  lt()ni  L'ee(Mniier-:>. 
.ia87ri-HerthavEh>rc^C(',  l)orn  Feiu-uai-y  b  ISS!?;  (),,al 
Leona,  born  June  3, 1895. 

7.     Lewis-.Tavlor  J)otv,  l)orn  June  2S,  ISC!),  sini-h.'. 
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8.  Myrtle  Ellon  Doty,  ])orn  July  14.  .1872  (dec). 

9.  Jesse  William  Doty,  born  April  17.  1874,  mar- 
ried Stella  ^ray  Kerlin.  January  25,  1898.  Have  two 
sons,  viz.:  Orville  William,  born  July  24,  1900;  Vir- 
gil George,  born  February  26,  1907.' 

Christian  Doty,  born  July  8,  18?>3,  died  .Afarcli  5, 

1894.  lIjM  widow  Uvob  in  Bai'gor^^viHc,  Ttidlniuu 


Eather  RoBards  Family 
-  5.  Eather  l^obards,  born  in  Johnson  county,  Li- 
diana,  January  14.  1835.  died  Jamiary  3,  1892,  in  Car- 
roll county,  Indiana.  Angeline  Ilaynialvcr,  born  in 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  January  6,  1839,  died  Jan- 
uary 24,  1897,  in  Carroll  county,  Indiana.  They  were 
married  September  10,  1854,  by  Peter  D.  Jacobs,  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  :\loved  to  Carroll  county,  In- 
diana, 1876.  Had  live  children,  viz. :  1  AVilliam  Bar- 
ney; 2  Eli;  3  Ezra  Erastus:  4  Susan;  5  Belle. 

V/illiam  Barney  Eobards'  Family. 
1.  William  Barney  Robards,  born  in  Johnson 
county,  Indiana,  April  3,  1860.  Delilali  A.  C.  Fry, 
born  in  Benton  county,  Arkansas.  A|)ril  25.  1856. 
They  were  married  May  23,  1878.  Had  nine  children,' 
viz. : 

1.  Rose  Bettie  Rol)ards,  ])oj-n  .^^arch  10,  1879,  in 
Parke  county,  Indiaiia.  Jos("])h  L.  Lopp,  born  X(-' 
vember  3,  1874.  Weir  maiTicd  in  Parke  coiuitN-,  In- 
diana, July  8,  1S99.  Their  cliihli-cu,  viz.:  'cvrH 
Eu.^rcne,  born  June  2,  1900;  Emil  Vo7i,  boni  Soptem- 
])er  17,  1901;  T.  Pearl,  1)oi-}i  ynwrh  21,  1902.'  She 
lives  in  Parke  county,  ludiana. 

2.  Nora  Xell  Roljards,  born  in  Parke  comity, 
Indiana,  February  7,  1881.  Cliarles  B.  Hays,  boni 
^Tay  23,   1884.        Wei-e   married  February  7,   1901. 
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Have  eliiklrcn,  viz:  Agnes  Loretta,  born  March  25, 
1905:  Mill'ord  L}-le,  born  .May  25,  1906;  Yester  La- 
ment, born  Angust  S,  1907.  She  lives  in  Logans- 
port,  Indiana. 

3.  Dora  Pearl  Robards,  l)orn  February  27,  1S83. 

4.  William  iiiidoJph  Koi:>ards,  born  Mareii  1-4, 
1885.  Died  October  10,  1896. 

5.  Sarali  Susan  Angel ine  ]?obards,  born  Xo- 
vember  16,  1889.     Died  September  28,  1896. 

6.  (! oldie  Blanc] i  Kubards,  ])orn.  January  25, 
1891. 

7.  Eather  Elma  Robards,  born  January  22,  1893,    *• 

8.  Livona  Dell  Robards,  born  August  12,  1S95, 

9.  Delilah  Jane  Roljards,  born  Xoveniber  25, 
190L 

The  three  children  that  died  in  1896  died  of  dipli- 
thei'ia.  Wm.  Barney  Robards  lives  on  a  fai'ni  near 
Judson,  Parke  county,  Indiana.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


Dr.  Ezra  E.  EoBa.rds  Family 
3.  Ezi'a  lili'astus  Robards,  l)o]'n  in.  Jolmson 
county,  Indiana,  Xovemljer  22,  1869.  Early  life  spent 
on  the  farm  in  Carroll  county,  Indiana.  Taught 
school.  Graduated  from  Central  ColU\ti'e  of  Pliysi- 
cians  and  Surgeons  of  Indianapolis  in  1904.  Post 
graduate  Hospital  of  New  York,  1907-8.  Membei 
of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Masonic  orders.  ^-larricd 
to  Magdalena  L.  Baier,  of  New  York  City,Jinie  26. 
1908.  '^  She  was  born  in  Xew  York  City,  October 
19,  1879.  They  have  a  son,  John  Ezra  Cather  Ro- 
bards, l-)orn  A]-)ril  30,  1909.  Dr.  Ezra  E.  Robards  is 
now  located  at  Shelburn,  Sullivan  comity,  Indiarta... 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
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Eli  Eobards  Family. 
2.  Eli  Robarcis,  born  in  Johnson  county,  Indian;?.. 
(Failed  to  write  me.)  ]\[arried  Laura  Bryson,  o£ 
Carroll  county,  Indiana.  Have  two  children,  La- 
verne  and  Virgil  Robards.  He  lives  near  Burlington, 
CniTnll  rn^^^t^^  Indiana, 

4.  Susan  Robards.  ,    i 

5.  Bell  Kobards. 


Frances  EoEards  (Hayma-ker)  Family 
6.     Frances  Robards,  boi-n  in  Johnson  county,  In- 
diana, October  4,  1836,  died  January  13,  lS93,'aged 
56  years,  3  months,  9  days. 

Phillip  Haymaker,  born  May  22,  1831,  died  April 
7,  1877.  Thev  were  married  "AvtH  17,  1853.  Had 
seven  children,  viz : 

1.  Y\"illiam  Thomas  Haymaker,  born  February 
10,  1854,  died  March  10,  1860. 

2.  ]Mary  Jane  Haymaker,  born  February  14, 
1856,  married  Isaac  Newton  Harper,  July  29,  1872. 
Born  to  them,  six  children,  four  boys  and  tvvo  girls. 
The  first,  a  girl,  born  September  21,  1873,  died  at 
birth.  Lee  Homer  Harper,  born  January  16,  1875, 
married  Atarianda  letter  in  1901.  Y\"illiam  "Walter 
Harper,  born  September  8, 1879,  died  August  5,  18S0. 
Edgar  Otis  Harper,  born  October  8,  1881,  died  1894; 
was  drowned  in  Little  Wabash  river  in  Illinois.  Hoy 
Taylor  Harper,  born  July  8,  1892,  elessie  l^L^y  Har- 
per, born  June  9,  1894. 

3.  Xaney  Susan  Haymaker,  born  April  8,  1858. 
James  Coleman,  born  September  14,  1858.  Were 
married  July  6.  187S.  Born  to  them  nine  children, 
viz.:  Lydia  Frances  Coleman,  January  30, 18S0.  Sh;^ 
married  Julian  Strahl,  July  1,  1899.  Olla  Mabel  Cole- 
man, April  2,  1883.    :\Iarried  Pearl  Ilaines,  Noveivi- 
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ber  29,  1900.  Lorn  Alice  Colomiiu,  June  21,  1889. 
JMarriccl  Amos  Edd  :McCoiine]],  Jamia]y  4,  1908. 
Twins,  Uavy  R.  and  Sarah  J.  Coleman,  July  1,  1892. 
Sarah  J.  died  January  22,  1893.  Chailes  R.  Cole- 
man, March  23,  189(),  died  Januaiy  2,  1897.  James 
C.  Coleman,  Jr.,  ^lai-ch  20,  1898.  Infant,  July  G,  1900, 
(i\vd  August  24.  inoo.  M'ldi'ed  M.  <'t'1ein!ni,  AUft^^^^ 
14,  1903. 

This  family  live  near  CreenHeld.  Ilaneoek  eon.nty, 
Indiana. 

4.  Sarah  Isa1)ella  Il.'iymaker,  born  Se])t<'naber  10, 
1860.  AVilliam  ('arver  Perry,  l)orn  0('t(^!)er  8,  ':'i><~)6. 
Married  October  8,  1879.  Two  children,  viz.:  Elzy 
Edward  Perry,  born  August  17,  1880,  and  Ada  Cin- 
derella Johnson,  ])orn  August  20,  1883,  w(M'e  m.arried 
November  11,  1903.  JIave  three  eliiidren,  viz.:  Ilazel 
May,  born  Febi'uary  28,  1905,  died  January  IG,  1906: 
Sarah  ]\[able,  born  May  15,  1906;  Mary  Susie,  born 
February  23,  1907. 

2,  Bessie  ]\!ay  Perry,  born  Noven.ibef  18,  18SG. 
Edward  C.  Cuniiinghaiu,  born  Septem}»er  2,  1882. 
Were  mariied  November  25,  1903.  Have  three  eliii- 
dren, viz.:  Hazel  May,  born  Ee])ru.ai-y  10,  1904,  died 
same  day;  Florence  Tsabelle,  l)orn  XovemlK'r  28, 
1905;  Carl  Arthur,  born  October  18,  1907.  This  fam- 
ily live  in  In(liana])olis,  Indiana.  . 

5.  l^olx'J't  Fj.  Lee  Haymaker,  born  AFareh  18, 
1865.  ]\i  aggie  Surface,  born  December  8.  1865.  "Nfar- 
ried  October  6, 1892. 

6.  Flora  Alice  Haymaker,  bnni  in  Jolmson  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  Xovemher  22,  1868.  Single:  lives  in  In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. 

7.  (!e()]-g{'  Iviley  Ifaymnker,  born  September  1, 
1877.  j'h'onici  Vinn,  born  A])ril  15,  1882.  Wei'e  mar- 
ried March  i:5,  1901.    Have  three  children,  viz.:    Lee 
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Ora,  born  July  6,  1905;  Viola  Belle,  born  :Sl.av<j\i  12. 
1907,  and  Bertha  Haymaker,  born  February  21,  1909. 


Jesse  D.  HoBards  Family 
7.    Jesse  D.  Robards.  boi'u  in  Jolmson  ^'ounty. 
Indituia,  February  18,  183S,  died  in  ClaA'  county,  T.lli- 

lidis,  May  10, 18D5.  MaiTiod  i^iimh  Krini^!?;  A^ig'iMi, 

1867.    ]\Ioyed  to  Clay  county.  Illinois,  the  sanie  year. 
Had  fiye  children,  yiz.: 

^-  1.  William  Taylor  Rol)ards,  born  July  12,  1868. 
He  married  Ida  (h'e(^n\v(H)d,  MaT-cli  2.  1890.  Hayc 
tliree  childiv]),  viz.    Carrie,  ])oi'n  1881:  Landly,  1894: 

Andre^v,  1904;  C^arrie  Kobards  married Limes. 

She  liyes  near  Louisyille,  Illinois.     W.  T.  Eobards 
liyes  near  i\[ason,  Illinois. 

2.  John  AVesley  Robards,  born  ]\Iay  6.  1871.  He 
married  Heady  Blair,  April  19,  1893.  One  child, 
Verie,  born  1895.  John  W.  Robards  died  in  Clay 
county,  Illinois,  1899. 

3.  Hallie  Robards,  born  June  25,  1875,  married 
J.  'M.  Tucker,  Noyemljer,  1893.  Liye  near  Cham- 
paign, Illinois. 

4.  Grace  Robards,  born  June  5,  1884. 

5.  Jesse  C.  Robards,  born  June  23,  1888.  married 
Carrie  Jane  Rexi'oad,  Noyember  .1,  1909.  Liye  near 
Bible  Groye,  Illinois. 


Elisabeth  (RoBards)  Haymaker  Family 
8.     Elizabeth  Rol)ards,  born  in  Johnson  county, 
Indiana,  September  14,  1839.    John  Haymaker,  i^orn 
July  17,  1834.    Were  married  in  1854.    Had  six  chil- 
dren, yiz.: 

1.  ^lary  Ellen  Haymaker,  born  Deceujber  9, 
1856.  Christopher  Columbus  Harper,  born  February 
G,  1852.    Were  married  September  30,  1875.    Ilayo 
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three  children:  ]\raiul  Udell  Harper,  born  Xoveniber 
8,  1876.  She  married  Frank  Doty,  Ootol)'?]-  29,  1892. 
He  was  killed  by  lightning.  April  6,  1909.  Let't  a 
wife  and  son,  Floyd  Christopher  Doty,  born  June  .17. 
1905.  Xannie  Elnora  Harper,  born  January  30,  1878. 
married  William  Finley,  January  2G,  1898.  Had  one 
^lan^hter,  Paulino,  born  T^o1)rnary  27.  1.^99,  DivcTiY'cd: 
liiarhed  Willkih  Iciiey  Myers  v^epteiiibei'  11,  1^04. 
Plave  son,  Oren  Wihnan,  born  October  26,  1906. 
Ernest  Grafton  Harper,  born  April  26,  1879.  married 
^laud  jNTay  Waddell,  November  (Tlianksgiving  day), 
1902.  Have  daughter,  (ilcnda  Marie,  ])oyn  .March  1(\ 
1905. 

2.  Emma  Jane  Haymaker,  bom  August  19, 1859, 
married  James  Irvin  Scott,  August  20,  1875.  Born  to 
them  six  children:  1  Elizabeth  A.,  bom  August  9, 
1876,  died  October  14,  1876:  2  John  X.  Scott,  bom 
April  30,  1878,  married  Maggie  Policy  November  27, 
1901;  3  Everett  C.  Scott,  born  July  5.  1880.  married 
Josie  DeHart  June  24,  1897:  have  two  clu'ldren, 
Mabel,  born  July  6,  1898  (still  born) :  Samuel  Irvin. 
born  April  15,  1900;  4  Gilbert  I.  Scott,  borr^  October 
14,  1881,  died  April  8,  1882;  5  Anna  Jane  Scott,  hovn 
.May  12,  1883,  married  Charles  C.  P(M-ry  Januuiry  8, 
1905;  6  Mabel  E.  Scott,  born  January  25,  ISS^f,  mar- 
ried James  B.  Perry  OctojjxT  15,  1904;  iKive  one 
daugliter,  Irene  ^Mildred,  born  August  18,  1907. 

3.  John  ^lorgan  Haymaker,  ])orn  November  30, 
1863.  Dora  May  Tracy,  born  .Mardi  15,  1870.  Were 
married  November  20,  1889.  IIa\'e  three  cliilfiren, 
viz.:  Cecil  Robards,  born  January  11,  1891:  Inez, 
born  December  20,  1892:  Boy  Alvis,  l)orn  J-'ebruary 
2,1899. 

4.  Albert  Oliver  Haymaker,  ])oru  Novt'iubcr  1. 
1865,  married  Toka  V.  Watson  (nee  Beck),  Septeru- 
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ber  25,  1892.  Have  cliildren,  viz.:  James,  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1893;  Lola  Fern,  born  ^larcli  25,  1895:  Mary 
Elizabeth,  born  December  29,  1898,  died  Februarvj 
24,  1900;  Gilbert  Ray,  boi-n  February  2G,  1902:  Rus- 
sel  Paul,  born  November  20,  1903. 

5.     -^Aratilda  Ami  Ilayniaker,  born  ^lardi  1,  lSf;9, 

born  iAIareli  26,  18()2,  died  Jaiiuary  10,  "1888.  Left 
one  son,  G  rover  G.,  ])orn  Xovemljer  4, 1884.  She  mar- 
ried Hary  Preston  iNIink,  Febj'uary  28.  1891.  lie  was 
born  ]\Iarch  7,  18G7.  Have  three  dauglitc^rs,  viz.:  Lir.- 
nie  (larnet,  ])oi'n  Xovcmber  13,  1891:  Zella  Pearl, 
born  damiary  11,  1893;  Floy  ICdna,  born  July  31, 
1901.    "She  lives  in  Scott  county,  Indiana. 

G.  ^lilford  Franklin  Haymaker,  Iku*]!  April  28, 
1874,  married  Lou  Emma  Surface,  Decem"!:)er  17, 
1892.  Have  two  children,  viz.:  A^innie  Pose,  born 
December  17,  1895:  Donald  Glare,  born  Aua:ust  28, 
1905. 


Jane  (EoBards)  Isaac  Family  ■ 
9.  Jane  Robards,  born  in  Johnson  county,  Indi- 
ana, March  15,  1841,  died  in  ?^iilan,  Sullivan  county, 
Missouri,  September  IG,  1888.  AYilliam  Isaac,  born 
in  Leeds,  England.  AFarch  G,  1834.  Were  manned  in 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  I\lay  29,  18G0.  Porn  to 
them  ten  cliildi'en,  viz.: 

.  .1.  Pach.el  Mary  Isaac,  born  in  Bargci-svijle,  In- 
diana, May  11,  18G1,  died  Septeml)er  29.'  18G2.  Buried 
at  Hopewell,  Indiana. 

2.  Agnes  N'ictoria  Isaac,  born  in  l>a.rgersvill'.>, 
Indiana,  Decem])er  29,  18G2,  married  Gharles  AV. 
Brown,  September-  IG,  1894.  Have  two  childriMi,  r\lil- 
lard  Isaac  and  Helen  'Mac.    Live  in  Milan,  ^Missoui'i. 

3.  Henrv  Jesse  Isaac,  liorn  in  Bargcrsville.  Tvi- 
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diana,  February  14,  1865,  married  Sail ic  Maggart, 
February  16, 1887.  Have  children,  viz.:  Hai-ry  Vrii- 
son  and  Bertha  ^I.    He  lives  in  Oakland,  California. 

4.  Fannie  Rebecca  Isaac,  born  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  August  28, 1867,  died  July  23.  1868.  Buried 
at  Hopewell,  Johnson  county,  Indiana. 

family  inoved  to  Sullivan  county.  J^IissourJ,  where 
the  following  children  were  ])orn: 

5.  Joseph  Davis  Isaac,  boi'n  Au,G;i^Kt  30,  1869. 

6.  Estie  Lenli  Isaac,  I-oi-ii  .June  2,  1872,  married 
Thomas  F.  Bayles,  Decem])or  24,  1894.  Have  one 
son,  Kyle  Bayles.    Live  in  .Milan,  ^Lissouri. 

7.  ]\raggie  Annie  Isaac,  born  November  9,  1874. 

8.  Charles  Edward  Isaac,  born  August  21,  1877, 
died  September  8,  1891.    Buried  at  ^lilan.,  Missouri. 

9.  ]\rinnie  May  Isaac,  born  vSeptember  20,  1879, 
married  Cliarles  R.  Dicus,  Jun.e  3,  .1903.  Have  tliree 
children,  viz.:  Eunice,  Dora.  Agnes.  Live  in  Doug- 
las, Arizona. 

10.     Rossie  :\rabel  Isaac,  born  August  13,  1883, 
died  August  7,  1894,  in  ^lilan,  ^lissouri. 


John  Donald  EoBards  Fa^mily 
11.  John  Donald  Robards,  born  iji  Johnson  coun- 
ty, Indana,  April  30,  1848.  Enlisted  in  Ci^-il  war  Sep- 
tember 1,  1864.  Served  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Discharged  in  October,  1865. 
Is  a  membc'r  of  Post  Xo.  30,  Crand  Arniy  of  the 
RcpulJic,  at  Kokomo,  Indiana.  Is  a  Democrat  iu 
politics.  Served  four  years  as  township  trustee.  He 
married  Sarah  E.  Dermit,  October  2,  1867.  To  them 
were  born  nine  daughters,  viz.: 

1.     Catharine  Rol)ards,  Ijorn  in  Howard  comity, 
Indiana,  June  3,  1869. 
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2.  Elizabctli  Ann  Jxobards,  .born  in  ITovrarcl 
county,  Indiana.  Aiio-nst  18,  1871.  She  maiTied  Cal- 
vin Leroy  Miller,  August  28.  1893.  Have  children. 
viz.:  Paul  \^iro-il,  born  Jaiuuxry  7,  1894,  died  A.pril 
-8,  1895:  Kussel  Leroy,  May  15,  1896;  Agnes  T3]anch, 
born  March  20,  1898;  .Mai'ie,  born  Marcii  12,  1901, 
died  1908;  Lida  Miiy.  Iiori]  July  8,  190:1;  Opal  An- 
nita,  ))oi-ji  July  2,  1905:  riai-encc  Eddison,  boi-n 
March  12,  1908.' 

'».  Laui'a,  Robards,  iiorn  Oeiober  :>0,  1873,  died 
7\ugnst  13,  bS71. 

4.  Maudie  Robards,  ])orn  October  25,  1874,  died 
May  2,  1878.  •  ' 

5.  ]\Iyrtle  Robards.  boJ-n  Xoveniber  22,  1876, 
died  June  9.  1878. 

(3.  Lida  Enniia  l\o])ards.  born  i]i  Howard  county, 
Indiana,  September  24.  1879,  married  .Merrell  Em- 
mitt  Jackson,  September  3,  1902.  Have  two  children: 
Donald  Hutching,  born  October  2,  1905:  ^lildred  Ber- 
nice,  born  :May  8,  1908. 

7.  Fern  l^o])ards,  liorn  Fdn-uary  3,  1882,  died 
Xovendjer  11,  1884. 

8.  l^'arl  Olive  R()])ards,  boi'u  January  30,  18S5, 
married,  August  31,  1909,  to  Clement  Earl  Stude- 
baker,  of  Spokane,  AVashiiigton. 

9.  Ivutli  A'ietoria  Ivobards,  born  January  30, 
J8S9,  in  Howard  county,  Indiana. 


Lewis  Ta^ylor  Eobards  Tamily 
12.  Lewis  'r.'iyloi-  ivo])ards,  born  nenr  Franklin, 
,Johnson  county,  Indiana.  Febi'nary  1'),  1852.  Sarah 
Adaline  Hardin,  born  in  Hardinsburg,  AVashington 
county,  Indiana,  Febnuiry  21,  1854.  Were  married 
in  Clay  county,  Illinois.  February  1.  1874,  where  xhcy 
lived  until  September  20,  1881.    They  moved  to  Kan- 
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sns  and  located  in  Parson?,  Labette  county.  Octol^er 
20,  ISSl.    Eight  children  \ver(>  born  to  them,  viz.: 

1.  Carrie  Victoria  Ivobardv^,  'norn  in  Clay  county. 
Illinois,  Xovember  19,  1875,  married  Charles  C. 
Stepliens,  September  12,  1891.  Have  four  children, 
viz.:  Leota  Fay,  born  in  Parsons,  Kansas,  July  12, 
jpnil^  TTennnn  Adolph,  Inn-n  Jimumu-v  t2(>,  1802;  Rnrfdi 

Mae,  1)orn  December  2,  1907,  in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri: ]\aymer  Marie,  boni  Septemlx-r  1(),  1909,  in 
New  Iv^iymei",  Cohn'ado,  llie  first  l)abe  ])oru  h)  that 
town. 

2.  John  Eather  lvol)ards,  bom.  in  ClMy  county, 
Illinois,  October  20,  1877. 

3.  ]\iary  Ann  Pobards,  born  in  Clay  county,  Illi- 
nois, Xovember  19,  1878. 

4.  "Walter  Thomas  Pobards,  born  in  Clay  county, 
Illinois,  July  9, 1881. 

5.  Poy  Lee  Pobards,  born  in  Parsons,  Labette 
county,  Kansas,  January  4,  1884. 

6.  Leila  AVilson  Pobards,  born  in  Parsons,  La- 
])ette  county,  Kansas,  May  24,  1887,  died  Augu.st  12, 
1888. 

7.  Guy  Taylor  Pobards,  born  in  Parsons,  La- 
bette county,  Kansas,  June  15,  1889. 

8.  Ceorge  Keff  Pobards,  borux  in  Parsons,  L>.- 
bette  couuxty,  Kansas,  August  11,  1892. 

Lewis  Taylor  Pobards  di(Ml  in  Parso]is,  Kans;is, 
March  21,  1894,  aged  12  years.  1  month,  G  da}-s. 
Sarah* Pobards,  his  widow,  lives  in  jvansas  City,  Mis- 
souri.   This  l'a}nih'  of  voters  are  all  Democrats, 


Matilda  Ann  (KoBards)  Jacobs  Family 
13.     ^latilda  Ann  Pobards,  youngest  dau.ghter  ol 
Thomas  D.  and  'Mnvy  (Boles)  Poluu'ds,  wa.s  born  in 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  Pebruary  20.  1854.     Died 


\ 


\ 


"^a.iSiBifeii^ 
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]\ray  10,'  ISSl,  i\<^v(]  21  yvi\v>^,  L>  iiioiitlis,  19  days. 
Jackso]!  Jacn'Ds,  Loiii  Octolici- 1^7.  is.')!),  died  July  25, 
1881.  a.u'cd  ;>1  years,  8  inoiitlis,  28  days.  \\'cro  mar- 
ried October  1,  1870.  Had  i'oui-  childJ'eii,  viz.: 
'  1.  Kvcrett  dacolis.  !)(.rii  -Inly  2f).  1871.  Bertha 
L.  A^alldi^'er.  bci'ii  October  i.">.  1877.  .M;iri'ied.  Sop- 
t('ill;H-r  1';?;    18!)!.      !  hn<'   eliilih'tMi,    viy,.!      h'mli.    Ik.im-i 

April  2,  18P5:  (Miariesi  horn  AjM-ii  1^2,  1897:  !i:bner, . 
])()i-ii    Fehi-iiary   2,    H)0():    h^iissell,    hern  February  9. 
1902:  Mary,  bm-u  Oclobi-i-S.  P)(M:  Faniesi,  boj-i;  Jan- 
uary 11,  1908. 

2.  .Miibuj-u  Loyd  Ja,eo])s,  t)oi-u  j\!i^-ust  20,  187''. 
dicvl  duly  b"),  b^-9r),  a.i^cd  21  yea.i's.  10  nioutbs,  2-3  d.ays. 
I'lutiarried. 

2).  \\'ard  K.  daeol)s,  l)o]'u  Septcauber,  187G,  uiai*- 
ri(Hl  (Jraee  Suutli. 

4.  Stella  Myi'tle  Ja.col^s,  boru  S(>])tembev  7,  1878. 
died  April  15,  190:).  Mairried  Jleury  Axt,  Deeernl)er 
10,  1902. 

'■  Death,  at  all  times,  is  sad,  but  !ier  doatli  was 
doubly  sad.  llei'  deatii  wa.s  one  or'  t'le  u.iost  pitiful  . 
and  a.i;'o]!!/i]u;-  tluit  we  ba\'e  t)eeu  eaJled 'upoir  to 
ehrouiele  iti  re<'e]it  yeaa's.  To  her  pliysieiau  she  cried 
for  help  in  her  last  moments  when  siie  realized  tluit 
death  was  near.  It  was  heartrendin^■  to  him  to 
know  1ha,t  she  was  ])ast  n.iedica.l  a.id  aiid  v.'as  sh.)wly 
])leedini>;  to  death. 

AVords  or  ])e)i  are  inade(|ua1e  to  express  tliat 
dcatlTiH-d  scene.  She  pa^ssed  beyond  th(>  A-eil  a.t  the 
h.our  when  the  eastei-n  sky  was  bei>-inni)iL!:  to  sliow  the 
li,<;lit  ol'  anothei'  day.  Left  a.u  orp'ian  in  childhoor], 
she  unite(l  with  tlie  Clirisliau  chnrcli  in  i;'irliiood  an.d 
lived  an  exemplary  ehrislian  lil'e.  Slie  w;.'s  i'or  a 
luunber  (»!'  yeai-s  nj-o-anist  at  the  rjnu'ch  and  taaii;'ht 
a  Sundav  school  class. 
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To  know  her  was  to  love  lier.  Her  character  was 
beautiful.  She  had  a  noble  heart  that  beat  in  loving 
sympathy  for  all  mankind.  She  was  a  graduate  from 
the  nuisical  department  of  Franklin  College,  1901. 
Buried  in  Greenlawn  cemetery  at  Franklin,  Indiana. 


"Wnii^^m  EoBn^rd^  FfimOy 

(Page  18.)  William  Hobards,  son  of  Williain  Ro- 
bards,  Jr.,  and  wife,  I^lliza  Lewis,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky (date  unknown).  Married  Dorcas  ^Maxwell 
(unable  to  get  date  of  marriage  and  death).  Five 
children  Ijorn  to  tliem:  Sarah,  Z.'U'ilda,  Flla,  Wil- 
liam A.  and  Jolni  M. 

1.  Sarah  Eobards,  twice  married,  first  to 

Barkley.  Had  two  children,  Sarah  and  Bettie. 
Second,  Iliram  Yates.  Two  children,  Edv%-ard  and 
Lillie. 

2.  Zarilda  Ro1)ards  married  AVilliam  Lemon. 
Had  five  children:  Dorcas,  Sarah,  Elnora,  Joe  (girl), 
and  William. 

3.  Ella  Robards  married  Henry  3Ieyers.  Tvro 
children,  Elinor  and  Frank. 

4.  William  A.  Robards,  born  1817,  married  Ed- 
monia  Xeilson.  Four  children:  ]Mary  E.,  Dedia  A., 
William,  A.  and  Edmond  R. 

5.  John  M.  Robards,  born  ]\Iay  8,  1825,  married 
Ann  E.  PliilliiDS.  hhght  children:  Dorcas,  Elinor, 
Warner,  ]\Iary,  .Alinnie,  Katherine,  William  c^Jid 
Frank. 


V/illiam  Alvan  RoBards  Family 
4.     William  A.  Robards  (page  IS),  son  of  William 
and  Dorcas  (^Maxwell)  Robards,  grandson  of  Wil- 
liam Robards,  Jr.,  was  l)orn  in  Lexington,  Fayette 
county,  Kentucky,   1817;   died  Septen)bei'  2,   IS-ji. 
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]\raiTied  August  13, 1844,  to  Ednionia  Raudolpli  Xeii- 
sou.  She  was  born  in  Prince  William  county,  Yiv- 
giuia,  April  6,  1824:  died  ^lai'cli  11,  1909,  in  Colum- 
bia, ^Missouri. 

William  A.  Ro])ards  was  elected  Attovney-Genci'al 
of  Missouri  in  1848.  Was  also  ins])ector  of  peniten- 
tiary,   lie  died  diii'iiig  \m  tcriu  of  ofdco. 

I'o  AA'illiam  and  Ivlnionia  (  Xeilson")  Kol.virds  were 
born  four  children,  viz.:  1  ]\fary  Elizal)eth  Ro]>ards, 
born  January  24,  1846,  married  Dudley  Webster 
Clark,  of  Columbia,  ^Missouri.  December  24,  1867. 
Have  seven  children,  namely: 

1.  William  J^ol>ards  Chn-k,  ])orn  J}\\.y  9.  1870: 
unmarried;  lives  in  Columbia.  Missouri. 

2.  Richard  Clark,  l)orn  Jamuiry  2,  1872,  married 
Lucile  L.  Hamilton  Octolx-r  6.  1896.  Have  three 
sons:  Joseph  ^L,  1)orn  Xovendxu-  22,  1897:  Charles 
0.,  born  October  12,  1900:  Edward  Richard,  born 
January  7,  1904. 

3.  Frank  Clark,  born  July  10.  1873,  married  :Mrs, 
Etta  Hazelettt  October  9,  1903.  Live  at  Bluffs,  Illi- 
nois. 

4.  James  Gordon  Clark,  born  ]\[arch  10,  1877, 
died  April  15,  1889. 

5.  Dudley  Webster  Clark  and  6  Edmond  Ran- 
dolph Clark,  l)orn  January  13,  1877;  unmarried. 

7.  ^fary  Elizabeth  Clark,  born  June  15,  1879:  un- 
married. 

2.  Dedia  A.  Robards.  born  Ecbi-uary  28.  184.'^:  un- 
married.   Lives  in  Columl)ia,  Mo. 

3.  William  Alvan  Roljards,  Jj-.,  ])or]-!  Jau.uarv  21. 
1849;  mai-ried;  had  no  children:  died  at  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  in  1887. 

4.  Edmond  Randolph  Ro])ards,  bo]*]i  Se^^tembo^- 
2,1851. 
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John  Milton  EoBards  Family 

5.  Jolin  .M.  I?(>l)<-ir(ls  (])n,L:,-(>  IS),  son  ot  AVilliani 
aud  Dorcas  (Mnxwdl)  Ivobards,  horn  May  8,  1825, 
in  Lexing-to]!,  Koiitn^-ky.  Died  ?\lareli  24,  1879. 
.Married  Ann  b].  Pliilli|)s,  'i'o  them  were  1)orj)  eip,'ht 
f'liildren,  y\'/,,] 

1.  Doreas  .lvo])ar(ls  niarri(M!  .}.  11,  S^iliee.  Have 
seven  ehildren,  ^•i/.:  Kniy,  Lelhu  Xollio,  Ru{\\  mid 
John. 

■2.  Elinor  Ixolt.'U'ds  niai'i-iod  Solon  ;]ro\vn.  Have 
four  ehildren,  viz.:    I\oi)nr(]s,  I'ly.  (;]'aee  and  Haze]. 

3.  A\''a]'ner  Ixohards,  (le('eas(^d. 

4.  Katherine  Roliards  mai-ried  Jolni  ITain.es.  One 
son,  Fred. 

5.  IMary  .Ro])ards  nini'i'ied  James  Frost.  Have 
five  children,  viz.:  Andra,  I\nl)en.  L(^lia,  Wilhhim 
and  Martin. 

6.  Aliiinie  Ro])ards  married  TTririy  H.  Cole. 

7.  AVilliam  Ivo])ards,  nnmarried. 

8.  Frank  Rohai'ds:  nnjnai'ried:  lives  in  T^-Iexico, 
Missonri. 

Otho  RoBards  Familv 
6.  Otho  Robjirds  (oontiinuMl  From  pace  19).  horn 
February  24,  1794,  married  Cas.sie  Gre,c:,-g  (]]oe  Pitts), 
widow  of  Dr.  Grcj^v;.  ol'  Scott  county,  Kentn.ckv.  Re 
died  in  1868,  a2;ed  74  yeai's.  Rln^  died,  a.a'cd  89  years. 
Had  eight  children,  viz.: 

1.  John  ^Filton  Rol)ards,  horn  November  13,  1828, 
married  Isabell  (laj-ten  Xovemhcr  24,  1857. 

2.  William  Otho  Ho1-)ards,  l)orn  Aup,'ust  1,  1S30, 
married  An,2,-usta  Burton. 

3.  Elizabeth  'Rol^nrds,  i-)orn  1832.  died  1860.  un- 
married. 

4.  Youn:i;-ej'    Pitts   Jvohni'ds.    ])orn    T)ecen.n)er   1^). 
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1833,  married  Xannie  White  Everhart  December  1, 
1861. 

5.  James  Henry  Rocliester  Eobards  m^arried 
]Mary  Brooks. 

r>.     Kittle  Rol)ards  married  George  Caldwell. 

7.  Lewis  Slngll>t6ii  EobUi'd^,  boni  JJOCUin I. )(«.!.', 
1845,  in  Jessamine  comity,  Kentucky.  Died  Novem- 
ber, 1896.  :\rarried  Katie  White,  :\ray  3,  1S71.  Had 
no  children.  She  lives  in  Wilmore,  Jessamine  coun- 
ty, Kentucky. 

8.  Jane  Robards,  born  1847,  died  1850,  aged  three 
years. 

John  IVIilton  EoBards  Famil^/ 

1.  John  ^lilton  Ivobards,  born  Kovember  13,  1828, 
died  in  Callaway  county,  ^Missouri,  June  29,  1910. 
Was  Democratic  in  politics.  .Married  Isabeiie  Gar- 
ten. November  24,  1857.    Left  six  children,  viz.: 

1.  Otho  G.  llobards,  born  September  10.  1858. 
:^Iarried  ^Irs.  :\iary  ?^liller,  1904.  Live  in  Camden. 
New  J  ersey. 

2.  Elizjibeth  D.  Robards,  born  July  24,  1861,  iu 
Marion  county,  Kentu.cky.  ^^larried  James  Payne 
]\Iitchell  November  24,  1881.  Live  in  Ilarrodslmrg. 
Kentucky.  Their  children  are:  Robert  H.  C.  .Alitcli- 
ell,  born  November  4,  1882,  in  Boyle  county,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mattie  J.  :yiitchell,  1)orn  .May  21,  1884,  in  Boyle 
bounty,  Kentucky,  ^ylarried  Paul  Goddard  Marcli  1. 
1905.  Have  two  chiklren,  Paul  .Mitchell  and  ^lamic 
Curry  Goddard. 

William  Otho  ^litchell,  born  July  30,  ISSG,  ir. 
Boyle  county,  Kentucky. 

Sue  Bell  Mitchell,  born  July  31,  1891,  in  Boyle 
coujitv,  Kentuckv. 
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James  Payne  Mitcliell,  Jr.,,  born  January  l'P>,  1895, 
in  iNIercer  county,  Kentucky. 

Edward  Lee  Mitdicll,  horn  Ahiy  20.  1S09.  iu  Mxt- 
cer  county,  Kentuclvy. 

3.  Xathanicl  F.  Kobai'ds,  ])()i-]i  July  28,  180:1 
Married  Plu'ua  .IIai'])i]isou  XoviMn'x'v  17,  188(-).  ]I;)ve 

live  Ctiiklroiij  vi^.i    Lii''?!,  Jnini  Milinn^  MM!';:;Mri'K 

OtllO  and  Eliza.    lie  lives  in  l);ni\-i!I(',  I'oylc  coinily, 
Kentuek}', 

4.  William  Lee  Robai'ds,  ])om  elnue  '1.  18(;7,  i;iai.'- 
ricd  Fannie  Pelly,  October  25.  1892.  Have  four  cbil- 
dren,  viz.:  Bessie,  AVillijim  Lee,  'Jr.,  Auieli:u  Lu</il(^ 
This  family  lives  in  Portlan^l,  Jay  comity,  Indiana, 

5.  Susan  Isabelle  Robards,  ]H)yn  July  I  J,  18U9, 
married  James  M.  Briscoe,  Jnnu.'iry  4,  188;>.  Have 
two  children,  Topson  and  J-)(4U'  l^Iizabn'th.  IJve  in 
Boyle  county,  Kentucky. 

6.  Bertie  Allen  r^ohards,  born  A])ril  (>,  1877. 
Single. 

William  Otho  Ilo3a.rds  Family 
2.  William  Otho  Robards,  ISI.  D.,  born  A-Ugust  1, 
1830.  Died  in  Hendersonville,  North  Carolina,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1906.  jNiarried  Au,i;-usta.  Burtoii.  Had  six 
children,  viz.:  Lizzie  Rob.-), rds,  nmri'ied  C.  C.  Huj^'o- 
ly;  Lsabelle  Robards,  niarj-icHi  J\.  L-.  Davis;  Dv.  Joini 
Burton  Robards., .married  l^]innia  I>uster,  Dcc-^uibcr 
31,  1899,  live  in  IIai-r()dsl)urL;,-,  Kentucky:  Ricliard 
Burton  Robards,  married  Elizabeth  lA'aus:  liobort 
Allen  Robards,  unmarried,  lives  in  Xortti  Cjn'o'iun; 
l^jusebia  Burton  Robards,  niniTi"d  Alexnndivr  .KCitl!. 

Kittie  EoBards  Family 
6.     Kittie     Ivobards    marriiul     {Ivnyy^^     (aldweil. 
Their  children,   viz.:     (Je()i-i;-('    \i.  Caldwell,    i'ai'DU'j', 
near  Williamsvillc,  Illiuois:  Otho  K.  Calihvcll.  l.-jv^-- 
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yer,  at  Spring'field,  Illinois;  Youii2;ci'  P.  Cnldwell. 
farmer,  near  AVillianisville,  Illinois:  James  E.  Cald- 
well, lawyer,  at  Sprini;1i(d(l,  Iniiiois:  CVissie  May 
Caldwell,  lives  near  AYiHiamsviHe.  Illinois. 

l^ounger  Pitts  RoBards  Family 

4.  Younu'er  i-*itts  ivoljarJs.  ijorji  in  .j esf^iuiiiiit' 
connty.  Kentnclcy.  Dcn-enilnvr  15.  1S;'3.  Married 
Xannie  AVliite  J^]verliart.  o\'  licbanon.  Marion  county, 
Kentucky,  December  1,  l.^<)1.  J^'atlier  of  eisiiit  cnil- 
dren,  viz.:  T^izzie  Lewis,  (Jeor^'f^  Caldwell,  Ma^■gie 
Eliza,  Y()n7i^er  Pitts,  Aw.  Sni-ali  Letdiei-,  Ella  Pitts, 
Y^illiam  Otho  and  J-^oni-ne  Ro^-ers.  lie  mo^'ed  from 
Kentucky  to  Boone  connty,  ^Missouri,  Thanksgiving: 
day  ,1879.  He  farmed  in  Callaway  comity,  r\lissouri, 
until  September,  1897,  when  lie  moved  to  Sr.  Lf^nis. 
^Missouri,  where  he  died,  Jidy  11.  1900.  His  luditica.! 
views  were  Dcmoci'atic.  lie  sei'ved  as  m;i,u"istra.te  of 
Cleveland  township,  Calhiwa.y  connty,  ?\liss(.rari. 
from  1890  to  1894.  His  widow  and  daJi.uiiter,  Sarah, 
are  living  in  St.  Lon.is,  ^Missouri. 

1.  Lizzie  Tx'wis  Pobards.  oldest  daaighter  of  Y. 
P.  Kobards,  was  born  in  XicliolasvilU\  Jess;>.mine 
county,  Kentucky,  Kovember  3,  18{)().  Married  Rol)- 
ert  Y^'allace,  of  Eulto.n,  r^lissonri.  December  24,  1891. 
One  son  bom  to  them,  December  \i\  1894,  Pobert 
Younger  ^Vallace.  She  is  now  a  j'csident  of  Calla- 
wa.y  county,  Missouri. 

2.  George  Caldwell  Pobards,  oldest  son  of  Y.  P. 
Uobards,  born  July  12,  18(19,  in  Jessamir.e  countv, 
Kentucky.  Ma]'i-ied  Marion  A\'orman,  of  St.  Louis, 
MissouJ'i,  May  9,  1900.  Hav(^  one  <hiugh1er,  Ka.thii'in 
Masie,  l)0!-)i  May  2,L  19(M:  oiie  son.,  (•('(>!•<>•<>  Marion, 
born  Septembc!'  1,   1909. 

(leoi'ge  C.    ivobai'ds   !i\'es   in   Si.  Tjouis,   Misson;-i, 
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and  lias  worked  in  Caselton  Drv  Goods  Ho-jse  for 
fourteen  3'ears. 

3.  Maggie  Eliza  Rol)ards  was  born  near  Mch- 
olasville,  Jessamine  county,  Kentucky.  August  12, 
1871.  ]\[amed  Worcester  Miller,  of  Pulton.  Calla- 
way county,  Missouri,  February  8,  1893.  Their  cbil- 
tlvohf  vhn'.  nrorsvo  Youn^^'i*  IMillcr,  bot'tt  AlU'Ur^t  '31, 
1895;  Ivatie  Lewis  i\Iiller,  born  September  19,  1897; 
John  Kobards  Miller,  born  December  6,  1900;  N^m- 

nie  Frances  Miller,  born  August  28,  1902; 

died  August  1;',  1908;  AVorcester  Isliller,  born  Octo- 
ber 14,  1904;  Sarah  Lou  Ella  Miller,  ]}orn  Kovember 
19,  1906.  They  now  reside  in  St.  Louis  county,  near 
Normandy,  Missouri. 

4.  Younger  Pitts  Robards,  Isi.  D.,  born  March  12, 
1873,  near  Lexington,  Kentucky.  Became  a  resident 
of  St.  Louis,  iMissouri,  August  31,  1892.  Married 
Florence  May  Atkeson,  at  Old  Orchard,  St.  Louis 
county,  Missouri,  February  17,  1903.  She  Vvas  born 
February  6,  1876,  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Two  chil- 
dren, viz.:  ^Myrtle  Florence  Robards,  l)orn  Decem- 
ber 16,  1904,  42 17 A  Korfolk  avenue;  Yomiger  Ham- 
ilton Robards,  born  April  11,  1907,  4217A  Korfolk 
avenue.    Died  September  16,  1907. 

5.  Sarah  Letcher  Robards,  born  in  Kicholasville, 
Jessamine  county,  Kentucky,  October  28,  1876.  Jjvi- 
married.  Lives  with  her  mother,  No.  6,  Rugby  Place, 
St.  Louis,  j\Lissouri. 

6.  Ella  Pitts  Robards,  you.ngest  daughter  of  Y.  ' 
P.   Robards,   Sr.,   born  at  Nicholasvilie,  Jessamine 
county,  Kentucky,  June  8,  1879. 

Willis  F.  Moody,  son  of  S.  T.  ]\Ioody,  born  in  Shel- 
by county,  Tennessee,  October  10,  1871. 

They  were  married  February  17,  1903.  Reside  in 
St.  Louis,  Alissouri. 
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7.  AVilliam  Otlio  Eobards,  born  in  Callavray 
county,  Missouri,  August  8,  ISSO.  Married  Mamie 
Miner,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  February  23,  '  1005. 
One  daughter,  Xancy  Margurette  Robards,  horn 
December  1,  1907. 

Ho  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

8.  Eourne  Iiogei's  Sobiirds,  youngest  son  of 

Younger  Pitts  Robards,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Callaway 
county,  jNIissouri,  October  26,  18S2.  Married  Xatio 
Belle  Simpson,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  March  1,  1904. 
One  son,  Bourne  Rogers  Robards,  Jr.,  born  ^'ovcm- 
ber  19,  1907.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri, 

Will  of  John  EoBarads  (Pago  8) 
I,  John  Robards,  of  Mercer  county  and  State  of 
Kentucky,  make  this  writing  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment. 

I  hereby  aj^point  J.  11.  Prather  and  Geo.  Dodd  my 
executors  of  this  my  will.    I  hereby  direct  that  my 
estate  be  appraised.    ]My  will  is  that  after  my  do- 
cease,  that  all  my  just  and  lawful  debts  be  paid,  and 
that  my  well  beloved  wife,  Meria,  shall  have  all  of 
the  balance  of  my  estate  during  her  natural  life  or 
so  long  as  she  remains  my  widow  for  to  raise  and 
educate  my  Three  Sons,  Nathaniel  Andrew,  George 
Madison,  and  John  Henry,  provided  she  makes  no 
unnecessary  use  or  waste  of  the  property.  When  the 
children  become  21  years  old  my  will  is  that  vay  wife 
shall  give  to  each  of  them  a  horse,  and  saddle,  and 
suit  clothing  as  she  can  spare.   But  should  any  the 
said  children  become  ungovernable  by  my  wife,  rnv 
will  is  that  they  shall  l^e  bound  to  some  good  trade 
that  they  may  be  willing  to  be  put  to.    jly  will  is 
that  after  my  children  become  of  age,  that  they  are 
not  to  interrupt  their  mother  iii  the  peaceable  eiiiov- 
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ment  of  the  Plantatiou,  and  lionio,  A\-]]erGon  I  now 
live,  during  lier  life  or  widowhood  as  jibovc  named. 
But  should  my  wife  make  an\'  useless  waste  of  the 
property,  1  wish  my  executors  to  attend  to  it  so  as  to 
prevent  it.  ^ly  will  is  that  il'  my  wife  iMiria  should 
3narry  ajJiMiu  .'ind  iu\'  childi-eu  t'i('rel)y  should  be  ill- 
ti'eiited,  1  wish  thai  'n\y  eXeCiltoi's  f^huUul  atleiid  io 
it  so  as  to  prevent  it. 

Given  under  my  liand  and  seal  this  lotii  day  of 
i\Iay,  1838. 

his 
JOIIX    X    ROBAKDS  (Seal), 
injirk 

George  Dodd 

A.  D.  Haynes 

Joshua  Graham. 
Mercer  Count}'  Set., 
August  County  Court,  1845. 

The  foregoing  last  will  and  testament  of  Jc>hn  Ro- 
bards  Deed,  was  this  day  produced  into  Court  and 
.proved  by  the  oaths  of  George  Dodd  and  Joshua 
;^Haynes,"'two  suljserilhiig  witnesses  thereto,  luid  or- 
dered to  he  ]-ecorded. 

Ati.  Tlios.  Allen,  Clk. 
■   A  copy 
■■     ■  Att!  W.  J.  Poteet,  Ch^. 

By  Geo.  F.  Pobards,  D.C. 

Will  of  G-eorge  EoBards  (Page  63) 

I  (jeorge  Kobards  of  Alercei'  l\y.  do  hereby  make 
this  my  last  will  A:  'resfaineiit. 

Firstly.  1  give  unto  n\y  Ix'Ioved  wiCe  FAly/jhvth, 
the  ])lantation  whereon  j  !io\v  live  and  all  ihe  hind 
attached  or  belonging  therein  inclndiug  lif'!"y  .-icrfs 
which  I  pjircliased  ol'  ("liarles  fjcvv-is  ;nul  also  all  th.f- 
Slaves  and  pej'so]i;.il  estate  of  cA-cry  kind  of  wliich 
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I  may  die  proposed  to  be  held  and  used  by  her  dnrins: 
her  natural  life  for  thc^  purpose  of  supporting  her- 
self and  my  three  single  Daughters,  Jane  Almira 
and  Casa  the  personal  estate  to  ])o  used  by  lier  nt  her 
discretion  for  the  abov(>  i)ur])os('  and  a.ls(^  to  be  wpcd 
as  far  as  is  necessai-y  for  the  purpose  <d'  paying  my 
dobtli  ,M?1?1  the  P](hi»'al  ion  o!"  iu\-  iwn  ynunfj,-  i)MUjJ,-!itors 
at  the  Discretion  of  my  said  witV,  aiui  either  of  hiy 
said  Daughters  marry  tbe]i  I  direct  my  said  wife  to 
give  to  her  a  poj'tiou  \n  negi-os  &  ])vvi^<)'\n\\  (>sJate 
equal  to  what  any  of  my  Daugldcrs  who  are  married 
have  received  from  me. 

2nd.  After  the  Death  of  my  said  wife  I  give  and 
Bequeath  unto  my  Son,  Archiljald  T.  Eoixirds  the 
lands  herein  directed  to  my  wii;e  for  life  expecting 
of  him  to  Superintend  iiis  MotluM/'s  1)usiness  during 
her  life  and  making  it  ineumijent  of  him  to  furnisli 
his  three  sisters  with  a  home  Avith  him  in  my  Irnmc 
after  the  death  of  his  motlier  &  furnisliing  tliem.  a 
Comfortable  living  Avhilst  tliey  or  eitlior  of  them  <ai"G 
single  and  may  choose  to  lix'e  vrith  him  &  completing 
the  education  of  tlie  two  .young  Daughters,  the  said 
lands  to  be  Ai'cliibald's  forever  in  fee  simple  after  hk 
motjiers  death. 

3rd.  I  give  unto  my  son  George  his  choice  of  my 
negro  boys  Jacol)  or  Frank  to  be  delivered  fo.i'tirwitli.. 

4tli.  After  my  wife's  death  &  my  three  siiiglc 
Daughters  have  reecuA'ed  their  portion  equal  to  iv.y 
Daughters  who  are  no^v  married  as  Ixd'oi-e  Directed, 
I  desire  tlie  wliole  of  the  personal  (^state  to  ])e  e(]ual- 
ly  Divided  among  all  my  Children  the  lieirs  of  such 
as  may  be  dead  at  the  time  taking  tlie  share  of  Dec. 
Child.^ 

5th.  If  a  claim  whicli  I  have  to  one  thousa>:d 
acres  of  land  South  of  Tennessee  Ixnndit  of  Whi). 
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x\rmstead  in  partnership  by  my  Brothers  Jessie  'f: 
myself  can  be  obtained  I  give  it  to  my  two  Youngest 
Daughters  Ahniria  &  Cathrine. .  if  that  1000  Acres 
can  not  be  obtained  for  them,  then  I  give  them  four 
hundred  acres  wliich  I  claim  in  ]\lulilcn]}urg  bciiig 
my  part  of  a  purchase  with  Boyston  &  Jos.  Robards 
of  John  Overton  J  But  If  Almlra  nnd  Cathi'iiuj  u:ci: 
the  1000  acres  then  George  nnd  Jane  are  to  have  the 
400  acres. 

Gth.  jMy  land  on  Clover  Creek  in  Braclvonridgc  & 
on  sinking  creek  in  said  County  I  give  unto  my  Son 
Lewis.  a\Iy  Daughters  Nancy  and  Sally  Eliza  and 
Jane  and  Mary  Atwood  also  Almira  and  Cathi-ine 
to  be  equally  divided  among  them  share  &  sliaro 
alike,  the  first  tract  supposed  to  be  1500  acres  th.c 
other  about  1000  acres. 

7th.  I  direct  miy  Exors.  to  give  out  of  my  personal 
estate  to  my  Daughter  Eliza  such  sum  as  will  in  his 
opinion  make  her  portion  which  I  give  her  equal  to 
■,vhat  her  other  Sisters  rec'd  from  n:e  as  a  portion 
because  the  negro  Girl  which  she  rec'd  was  7iot  qovpJ 
in  Value  to  those  her  Sisters  got. 

8th.  I  direct  my  Exors  as  soon  as  practicable  to 
give  unto  my  Daughter  Mary  Atwood  a  likely  negro 
Girl  between  12  and  IS  years  of  age  for  which  pur- 
pose personal  estate  or  a  slave  may  be  disi^osed  of. 
I  appoint  my  Son  Archibald  my  son  in  law  John  B. 
Thompson  and  my  wife  Elizabeth  Exors  and  Exr-rs 
of  this  my  will,  and  vest  then:!  as  such  as  qualify 
with  full  power  to  perform  all  my  contracts. 


<a 
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Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  this  20th  day  of 
March  1825. 

Test  GEORGE  R0BARD8  (Seal) 

Kobert  W.  Lewis 
Nancy 
.7nwos  Campbell 

The  Devise  in  the  above  8tli  Itelii  ItaS  beoli  c'Olil^ 
plied  with  by  my  giving  i\Iary  Atwood  a  negro  Boy 
in  place  of  the  Girl  thei'e  mentioned.  There foj-e  the 
said  Stli  Item  is  revokim?  so  i'ar  as  I'elates  to  sai<l 
Girl. 

Test  GEORGE  ROBARDS;  (S(.a]) 

James  ^fosby 
Geo.  AV.  Robards 
Mercer  County  Set.  August  County  Court,  1833. 

The  foregoing  last  AAlll  &  Testament  of  George 
Robards  Deed,  was  this  day  produced  iiiito  Court  and 
proved  by  the  Oaths  of  R.  W.  Lewis  ^  Jas.  Campbell 
t^vo  subscribing  witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  bo 
recorded  which  is  done. 

Att.  Tlio.  Allin,  C  C. 
A  Copy 

Att.  W.  J.  Poteet,  Clk.  M\  C.  C. 
By  Geo.  E.  Robards,  D.  C. 

Andrew  Jackson  and  His  Wife,  Eachel  (Donaldsonl 

HoBards 
In  1791,  Andrew  Jackson  married  Mrs.  Rachel 
(Donaldson)  Robards,  from  wliom  lier  b.usband. 
Lewis  Robards,  had  obtained  a  divorce  for  allotted 
adultery  with  Jackson.  Two  years  later  doubts  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  eventuated  in  a 
second  perrormance  of  tlie  marriage  cercmon'-. 
Many  years  afterward,  wlu-n  Jackson  liad  becr>]i)c  a 
political  leader,  the  circmnstance  of  tliis  niarria^'e. 
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led  to  serious  inisrcprescutations  of  t\\c  hv.^hiind  and 
much  soiTow  to  tlic  ^vife.  It  is  believed  by  many 
that  Ko1)ards'  criminal  accusation  a.^'ainst  bis  ^vil'e 
was  unfounded,  for  all  bore  testimony  to  her  qxcvj- 
plary  conduct,  and  Jackson  himself'  was  never  ac- 
cused before  or  afterward  of  an  imchaste  act. — From 
Historians  of  Kcni  ndcy. 

Xovertilu'r  26,  l^l'-]. 

Terrible  trat;'e(ly  i?i  Court  liouse  at  Trrin'odsbui'.u", 
Kentucky,  durinii'  session  of  com-l:,  ^rheooore 
Daviess,  Sr.,  aiid  liis  son,  Jja.rue,  ]\i!lcd,  and  anotJier 
son,  Tlieodore  Daviess,  Jr.,  fatally  woTindcd  auid  dicn. 
next  morning.  In  a  deadly  encounter  with  Phil.  P>. 
Thomj^son,  Sr.,  and  his  three  sons,  Pliil  13.  Tjiomp- 
son,  Jr.,  John  B.  Thompson,  Ji'.,  and  Dr.  Daviess  JL 
Thompson.  Two  other  young  sons  of  Theo.  XL 
Daviess,  Sr.,  were  2')resent  but  unarmed,  and  did  not 
engage  in  the  fra.y  and  esca])ed  uniiijured.  E;ic]i  of 
the  Tliompsons  received  a  slight  wou.nd  except 
Daviess,  wliose  clothes  were  pier(^ed  by  the  bullets. 
The  jailor,  ''Bud"  Pollards,  was  slightly  wounded. 
The  Court  House  was  crowded  and  tlie  excitem.ent 
caused  by  the  pistol  firing  was  intejise  and  scattered 
the  crowd  as  summarily  as  possible.  Xeitlier  Judge, 
bar,  nor  lookers-on  "stood  upoji  tbe  order  of  tlieir 
going.''  The  cause  of  the  liglit  was  a  question  of 
veracity  between  tlie  two  fatliers  in  a  suit  just  clos- 
ing, in  which  they  v^ere  tlie  })rinciT)al  ^virjiesses. 
Both  were  oj'  ]')romine)it  faniiiic^s  a]id  licar  neighl>ors 
inthc  town. — 'Vobinie  1,  "[[islory  of  Jventuckv,"  bv 
Collins. 

Extracts  from  the  Ancient  L?uV/s  cf  Virginia 

,  1662. — Every  pei'son  who  refuses  to  have  hif^  cliild 

baptized  by  a  lawful  minister  slia!)  ])e  amerced  2000 
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lbs.  of  tobacco:  half  to  tlic  parish,  half  to  th.e  in- 
former. 

The  whole  YiUw'j:}'  of  the  Chuivh  of  England  shall 
be  thoroughly  read  at  church  or  chapel,  every  Sun- 
day: and  the  canons  for  divine  service  and  sacra- 
ments duly  observed. 

Churcli-wardens  shall  present  at  tiie  county  court, 
twice  vvcvy  year,  in  December  and  A])ril.  such  niis- 
demeauors  of  swenring,  drunkcnru^ss,  fornication, 
c^'c.  as  by  tlieii'  own  knowledge,  or  common  fame, 
have  been  committed  during  their  being  church-war- 
dens. 

To  steal,  or  Tmlawiully  to  kill  ar.y  ]u\2:  not  his" 
own,  upon  sufficient  proof,  the  offender  shall  pay  to 
the  owner  1000  ll)s.  of  tobacco,  and  as  much  to  the 
informer;  and  in  case  of  inability,  shall  serve  two 
years,  one  to  the  owner  and  one  to  the  informer. 

The  man  and  wouian  conamittiug  fornication,  sliall 
pay  each  500  lbs.  of  tobacco,  and  to  be  bound  to  their 
good  behavior.  If  either  of  tlienj  be  a  servant,  the 
master  shall  pay  the  500  lbs.  of  tobacco,  and  the 
servant  shall  serve  lialf  a  year  hn^gc^r  tlian  his  time. 
If  the  master  shall  refuse  to  pay,  then  the  servant  to 
be  w]iip}>ed.  li'  a  bastard  hv  got  and  1)orn,  tlien  tlie 
woman  to  serve  h.er  master  two  years  longer  than 
lier  time,  or  irdv  him  2000  lbs.  of  tobacco;  and  the 
.rei)uted  father  to  give  secm-ity  to  keep  the  cliild. 

Xo  marriage  siiall  l^e  reputed  valid  in  law  but  su.cli 
as  is  made  by  the  minister,  according  to  the  laws  of 
England.  And  ]io  uiinister  shall  marry  any  person 
without  a  license  froiu  the  (lovernor  or  his  de])ut\', 
or  thrice  publicatioji  of  Ijans,  according  to  the  rubick 
in  tlic  common-prayer  book.  The  minister  that  doth 
marry  contrary  to  this  act,  sliall  be  lined  10,000  lbs. 
of  tobacco. 
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All  persons  keeping  tipling-liouses  without  li- 
cense, shall  be  fined  2000  lbs.  of  tobacco;  half  to  the 
county,  and  half  to  the  informer. 

No  master  of  any  ship,  vessel,  &c.,  shall  transport 
any  person  out  of  this  colony  witliout  a  pass,  under 
the  secretary's  hand,  upon  the  penalty  of  paying  all 
sucli  debts  as  any  such  person  slinl]  owe  at  lli^  de- 
parture, and  1000  lbs.  of  tobacco  to  the  secretary. 

The  court  in  every  county  shall  cause  to  be  set  up 
near  the  court  house,  a  pillory,  a  pair  of  stocks,  a 
whipping  post,  and  a  ducking  stool,  in  such  place  as 
they  shall. think  convenient:  which  not  being  set  up 
within  six  months  after  the  date  of  this  act,  the  said 
court  shall  be  fined  5000  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

In  actions  of  slander  occasioned  by  a  man's  wife 
after  judgment  passed  for  damages,  the  woman  shall 
be  punished  by  ducking,  and  if  the  slander  be  such 
as  the  damages  shall  be  adjudged  at  above  500  lbs. 
of  tobacco,  then  the  woman  shall  have  ducking  for 
every  500  lbs.  of  tobacco  adjudged  against  her  hus- 
band, if  he  refuse  to  pay  the  tobacco. 

Enacted  that  the  Lord's  Day  be  kept  holy,  and  no 
journeys  be  made  upon  that  day,  unless  upon  neces- 
sity. And  all  persons  inhabiting  in  this  country 
having  no  lawful  excuse,  shall  every  Sui^day  resort 
to  the  parish  church  or  chapel,  and  there  al)ide  order- 
ly during  the  common-prayer,  ])reaching  and  divine 
service,  upon  the  penalty  of  being  fiued  50  Ibvs.  of 
tobacco  by  the  county  court. 

This  act  shall  not  extend  to  Quaakers,  or  other  rec- 
usaants,  who  totally  absent  themselves,  but  they 
shall  be  liable  to  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  sto.t.  23 
Eliz.,  viz.:    L.  20  sterling  for  every  montli's  absence. 
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&c.;  and  all  Quakers  asscmblm;;;-  in  unlawful  con- 
venticles, shall  be  fined,  every  man  so  taken,  200  lbs. 
of  tobacco  for  e^'ery  time  of  sueli  inecting. 

All  ministers  officiating  in  any  public  cure,  and 
six  of  their  family,  shall  be  exempted  from  public 
taxes. 
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■<J  .-:.^ / J  J.  .-^^   1   Jl^  -K^'-     \^  kO^ 


kJ  -^ . 


.  Regfister  of  St.  James,  Northern  Parish,  Gooch- 
land County,  Va.,  by  Rev.  William  Douglas 

1.  iMn.T'lMa,u:('  !}o]i(i  mI'  Wiili.-ini  Ivoliard's  and  l^liza- 
bctli  Lewis,  DcccmiHT  2!.  17')7.  WilliaDi  ]\Oi)ards 
to  Elizabeth  Lewis.  Security,  (Jeoi'.^'c  I\ay]ie.  (Merj«:, 
Val  Wood.  Certificate  of  c(nise])t  (d*  JoseMii  Lewis, 
fatlier  of  Elialietli.  A\ht]iesses:  AVm.  Lewis,  dairies 
Cocke,  and  John  Le\vis.  Tins  Lewis  I'andly  can.ie 
originally  from  Jlenrieo  eoinity.  Lewis  ]A()])ai]-ds. 
one  of  the  fruits  of  this  marriage,  inarried  Kachel 
Donelson,  who  married,  secondly,  Andrew  Jackson. 

March  27,  1756.  Benjamin  ^Mitchell  to  Anna  3.[as- 
sie.  widow  of  David  ^tassie.  Security,  AVilliam  Per- 
kins. Witnesses,  AVilliam  ]\Losley  and  '•■'Susannah 
Robards. 

■■^Probably  a  sister  of  AVilliam  Pobards,  Sr. 

July  9,  1772.  John  Pobards  and  Sarah  ^^larshall. 
Both  in  Goocldand  county. 

January  3,  1774.  AVill  Pobards,  Jr.,  and  Eliza- 
beth Pleasants  Cocke.    ]><)th  in  Coochland  county. 

September  7,  1781.  Will  Ro])a]'ds,  Ji-.,  and  Eliza 
Lewis.    Both  of  (jloochland  county. 

1.  William  Pobards  and  Elizabetii  Lewis,  mar- 
ried January  5,  17.'3<S. 


Kecords  of  Great  Torrington,  England,  April,  1639. 
William  Pobards  buried  in  ]^evonshire,  England. 


Coochland    county,     Virginia,     was    taken    from 
Henrico  countv  in  1727. 
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Albermarle  county.  Viro-i^iia.  was  taken  iTom 
Goochland  county  in  1774.  (Wirg-inia  History  of 
Henrico  ('ounty  Parish  and  St.  John's  Chu.rch, 
1()1M90-1.) 


HriiJMinin.  «<ni  of  Wjllct  lv()1>ards  and  Haith,  his 
wife,  l)0-i'ii  Octobci-  8,  1749.  (Pi'ol)iibly  u  rohiti\'c  oC 
John  Kohard,  colonist.  Probably  so^ne  of  tiis  rela- 
tives came  with  liini.)  Wc  hnd  no  rui'tlier  record  of 
tlieni. 

Ben  Pobards  mai'ried  .Martha  Chase,  of  Salisbury. 
December  27,  17S9. 

Jeremiah  Dudh-y  and  ^^lary  Robards,  botli  of  Sal- 
isbury, Februai-y  -1,  1790. 

OVilliams  and  Mary  Colleij,'e  Notes,  from  Albe- 
marle Register.  Sussex  county,  A^'irginia.) 


Mrs.  Jane  H  (Ivoi)ards)  'Ivogers.  born  in  "Mercer 
county,  Kentucky.  Widow  of .'.  H.  Pogers.  Daugh- 
ter of  Archiblad  S.  liol^ards.  ( h'anddaughter  of 
George  Pobards  and  Klialxdh  P.  Sampson,  his  wife. 
(Jreat-graiiddaugbter  of  AVilliam  Poliards  and  Sallie 
Hill,  his  wife.— J.ineage  becdv.  I).  A.  P. 


The  I'iehest  held  ol'  liistory  iu  America  is  Yirgijiia 
— the  lau(]  wliere  tlie  lirst  iMiglisli  colonists  strove 
to  gain  a  f'oothoUl  iu  the  New  \\'or]d:  wliei'e  ])rimeval 
savage  was  first  ()v<'rroin(>:  wiici-c  the  life  and  man- 
nei'S  of  tbe  niolber  cc>untry  I'oujid  their  closest  (.'oun- 
terpart:  where  the  great  leadei's  ol'  the  gi-eatest  niov- 
meiit  for  Ireedom  were  hoi'ii;  whei'c  tiie  u'igantic  fig- 
ure ol'  \Vashington  lii-st  towered  above  his  fellows; 
wliere  tlie  thinl^er,  delTei'sou,  studied,  juid  Pati'ick 
Henry  cried  aloud  for  waj-.  It  was  here  tliat  many 
of  the  great  battles  of  tlie   lve\-o!ution  were  fouuht. 


158  GFNEALOGY  OF  THE  ROBARDS  P^AMILY 


and  where,  nearly  a  century  later,  was  to  be  ■deter- 
mined the  issue  of  tliat  i^rcater  eonliiet  Avhieli  ]ias  left 
the  fair  bosom  of  Virginia  scarred  with  wounds  and 
her  <^arments  soaked  in  tlie  bloinl  of  hci-  cliildre])..  TJie 
theater  of  two  p^reat  waj-s,  tlie  Ijirthphic-e  ajul  c:rad[le 
of  statesmen,  tlie  h(>ine  of  ,^'eiitlehood.,  the  school  of 
chivalry,  tlie  story-book  op  adventure  /nvl  roniauco, 
every  foot  of  Virginia  is  InstfU'ic  ground,  interesting 
and  necessary  to  every  American  wIh)  woud.d  Icnovv- 
the  story  of  his  country,  oj-  wliose  bloofl  r>*\-its  faster 
at  the  thouglit  of  its  lu'rocs. — Saxi)\-'s  Maa'aziiic. 


Life  in  Eastern  Virginia,  the  Home  of  the  Planter. 

The  term  "planter"  oi-igiually  a,pi)]ied  to  tiiose 
who  cultivated  the  tobacco  phint,  aii  (>x])]-ession  com- 
monly used  in  I'eference  to  all  agi-ieulturists  of  tb.e 
lovdands. 

The  finest  plantations  ])eing  gcnei-aliy  on  tlie  fertile 
banks  of  some  calm  flowing  sti'cam.  Tlie  mansion 
of  the  planter  was  located  in  the  middle  grou.nd, 
pleasantly  embowered  in  a  grove  of  locusts.  Tins 
class  formed  the  majoj-ity  of  tb.e  ijdiabitants.  and 
from  it  have  arisen  most  of  the  distinguished  states- 
men who  have  shed  sueli  Instei-  u])oi!  th(^  name  of 
Virginia.  Settled,  as  t]i<>  <\'istern  p.-n-t  of  '\\irginia 
was.  by  old  bhiglish  eavnliei-s,  tlici!-  (ieseoudaTits  iiave 
many  of  the  same  traits  of  eliai'a,et(M-. 

The  introduction  of  slaves  gave  tliejn  tlu^  leisu^re 
to  cultivate  the  eleganci(-s  of  life,  io  mix  iu  social  in- 
tercourse, and  to  ixH'onie  fauiiliai'  witli  nil  current 
politieal  topics.  From  tb.is.  t<'o.  lu-is  arisen  mu.ch  of 
the  hospitality  for  wldeji  tlie  jdanter  was  known. 
Nowhei-e  wei-e  the  wis)i(>s  and  waiits  of  ihr  strange]' 
guest  more  regarded,  and  nowliei'e  ^\■as  tlie  cliaracter 
of  a  true  gentleman  hebl  m.ore  saered.    Tiie  jdaiiter 
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was  also  noted  for  liis  frankness  and  sincerity.  And 
why  should  he  not  be?  He  did  not  ene:age  in  the 
strife  and  turmoil  of  trade.  He  had  no  business  se- 
crets. His  better  nature  had  not  been  shocked,  and 
his  feelings  blunted  by  familiarity  with  the  devices 
of  the  business  world.  Hence,  his  address  was  frank 
ailcl  fi'C'O,  and  there  W?l^  Pft^n  n  child-Hlvo  simplicity 
and  ingenuousness  of  manner  that  chai'tnod  tlie 
stranger  and  won  his  strongest  affections.  Tlie  cur- 
rent of  the  planter's  life  ran  smooth;  and  is  possessed 
of  a  sufiicien.cy,  none  can  live  more  independenll}', 
more  free  from  tlie  distracting  cares  which  often 
cut  short  the  days  of  the  man  of  business,  and  render 
his  pilgrimage  here  one  constant  scene  of  struggle 
and  i:>erplexity. — Plistory  of  Virginia. 


Universal  custom  has  caused  all  respectable  fami- 
lies to  feel  it  a  moral  obligation  to  erect  som.e  nionu- 
ment  to  mark  the  j^lacc  where  their  dead  are  buried; 
it  is  a  lilial  and  sacred  duty  to  preserve  the  names  of 
our  parents,  to  record  their  ages,  and  the  time  in 
Vv'hich  they  lived  in  such  enduring  form.  Sueli  mon- 
nments  have  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  living,  and 
are  protected  by  most  stringent  laAvs;  but  a  "Family 
History"  is  a  monument  more  endurirag  .tlian  tlie 
sculptured  marble,  which  is  worn  away  by  tlie  "tooth 
•of  time."  A  moiuunent  of  little  cost,  upon  wliich 
may  be  inscribed  the  names,  ages,  marri:iges  and 
deaths  of  oui'  entire  family  comiections. 

In  consequence  of  removals  1'rom  State  to  State 
local  monuments  erected  l)y  loving  hnnds  are  often 
far  away  from  friends,  who  would  ghidly  visit  t.liem 
to  read  again  the  epitaj^hs  recorded  there;  but  a 
family  memorial  in  book  form  niay  he  carried  with 
us^  and  kept  (dways  ready  for  reference. 
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A  book  of  this  cliaractor  lias  value  because  it 
serves  a  medium  to  satisfy  tlu^  uatur.M.l  desire  to  be 
remembered  when  our  work  of  life  is  fiuislied.  F(>w 
persons  Avliose  lives  liave  been  usel'ul  in  tiiis  world 
are  willing  to  l)e  for,i2,'otten.  and  yet  those  \]\  tlie  niore 
luunble  and  ob.scnT(>  walks  oF  lilc  must  r<'si,^'n  tluMU- 

selves  to  the  2)i'obabiiity  tliat,  in  a  re\v  yv:\v>^  at  iiiost, 
unless  their  names  are  reeord(Ml  oii  t!ie  paL;*'  of  his- 
tory, the}"  will  be  lost  to  memory. 

There  exists  in  evei-y  heai-t  a  fond  desire  to  1)0 
remembered  by  kindred  and  trionds,  nutil  so  [ont>,-  as 
there  remains  one  to  bear  ou.i'  nanios.the}'  may  pos- 
sess an  authentic  and  chroiiolo^'icrd  liistory,  fi'om 
the  remote  peiiod  to  the  pres(Mit  time. — liidion. 


Our  hearts  turn  ])ack  to  the  dreamy  p;ist 

In  s})ite  of  the  joys  (y\'  todjiy: 
And  yet  we  say  the  dream\'  w.-iste 

Has  stolen  oui-  pre(-ious  time  cl^^■ay. 
But  hoj^e,  our  anchor,  s;!ys:   Look  odI 

The  ])ast,  if  sown  in  i'aith,  will  yieifj: 
The  i;-{)od  shall  find  i\t  (h'atli  tiieir  own. 

All  garnered  from  tlie  Master's  held. 

There  lingej-s  in  niy  lieai't  <•)  thon.ubt, 

AVhieh   e;nne  to   nie   unbi(hle!!; 
And,  though  it  gives  mo  (h-ej^  eoncoi-n, 

I  wouhl  not  wisli  it  liidden. 
IVe  heai'd  that  all  oui'  actions  here 

7\re  })}'  an  aTigel  there  recorded. 
AVhich  gives  nie  hope — and  sonici  i'oes  I'e.-ir — 

SiiK-e    by   ou!'  deeds    we'll    !)<>    i-ow^irJ.ed. 

— •  I'Jntorc 
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Rcbcckah  Robards  Singleton  Fainily. 

Rcbcckah  Robards  (page  21)  married  Lewis  Taylor  Sin- 
gleton. Six  children,  viz:  Otho,  2  Milton  R.,  Keene, 
Thomas,  Kittie  and  Henrietta. 

1.  Milton  Robards  I  Singleton  married  Helen  Elizabeth 
Steele  in  Jessamine  county,   Kentucky   October   18,    1841 

moved  to  IVIissouri.     Died  near  Cn'mnhiit,  r'ntHu^  *^t»untv, 

Missouri,  left  three  children,  viz.  i.  Alice  Gray  Sin;-j-lc- 
ton  married  Wm.  B.  Kemper,  five  children,  viz:  Thomp- 
son Singleton  Kemper,  William  B.  Kemper,  Helen  Kemp- 
er,    Frank     Conley      Kemper      and     Katharine     Kemper. 

2.  I'hompson  Lewis  Singleton  married  Mary  Arnold 
and  have  three  children,  viz:  Otho  Arnold,  Milton  Ro- 
bards Arnold  11,  D.   Arnold. 

3.  Kate  Thompson  SingletDn  married  Sanford  Francis 
Conley  L  February  27,  1S68,  have  five  children  all  live  in 
Missouri. 

1.  Sanford  Francis  Conley  II  married  Marion  Ger- 
trude Broadhead,  April  26,  1899  at  Columbia,  Missouri, 
have  four  children,  viz:  Gabland  Broadhead  born  February 
15,  1900;  Katharine  Singleton  Broadhead  born  July  18, 
1902;  Sanford  Francis  iii  Broadhead  born  November  18, 
1904;  Milton  Robards  iii  Broadhead  born  August  21, 
1906,  died    March   23,  1908. 

2.  Milton  Robards  iv  Conley,  unmarried. 

3.  William  'i'hompson  Conley  married  Eliza  McLand 
October  15,  1908,  have  two  children,  viz:  Florence,  born 
August  12,  1906;  Lrora  Katharine,  born  June  i8,  19 10. 

4.  l^udlev  Steele  Conley  unmarried. 

5.  Helen  Singleton  Conley  married  Charles B.  Miller 
June  9,  1903,  live  at  Columbia,  Missouri,  have  three  chil- 
dren, viz:  Baley  Miller  born  August  23,  lyo-t,  died 
August  28,  1 904;  Charles  Dudley  Miller  born  October 
22,  1906;  Katharine  i\Ji!ler  born  February  19,  ioto. 
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STORY  OF  PIONSSR  LIFE 


The  Razor  Beck  cr  Slmpeeler  Hog 


In  this,  the  age  of  hurry  and  progress,  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
find  a  man  that  can  relate  the  r.tory  ot  the  old  time  "Rrtv.or- 
back"  hog  driver  back  in  the  early  forties. 

Talk  to  some  ot  them  anh.our,  and  one  is  impressed  with 
the  undeniable  tact  th;it  things  have  ciianged  v/onderfiiHy. 
They  talk  of  traces,  taverns,  hog  drivers  and  other  m.attcrs 
pertaining;  to  pioneer  life  as  if  it  v;ere  yesterday.  Let  them 
tell  you  the  storv  of  their  experience  of  a  hocr  drive  and  it 
will  seem  like  a  narrative  in  fiction,  because  the  mind  of 
the  reader  cannot  picture  this  country  at  that  time,  v/ithout 
even  good  highways  to  drive  hogs  over.  Since  that  day 
we  have  passed  from  the  stage  coach  and  canal  boat  to 
steam  and  electric  railroads. 

The  "Hocr  Chaser''  of  eig-htv  or  one  hundred  vears  a?-o 
wonder  what  some  young  men  of  to-day  would  do  if  asked 
to  drive  and  herd  a  drove  of  two  or  three  hundred  hogs  to 
Madison,  Indiana,  traveling  almost  the  entire  distance 
through  woods  and  along;  bad  his-hwavs.  Thev  v.-ould 
probably  quit  the  business  instantly,  particularly  if  they  oniv 
received  thirty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  dav  for  their  worlc 

Right  at  the  start  the  fun  began.  It  would  take  about 
twentv-five  men  and  boys  to  get  the  hogs  started  and  even 
with  that  number,  they  usually  had  some  oretty  smart 
fights,  and  boot  races  before  they  got  them  ail  tinec  up  snd 
all  m.oving  in  the  same  direction.  Frequently  they  hzd  a 
stampede  that  would  take  hours  to  c'ear  up. 

Usually  they  started  the  long  march  by  having  a  leather- 
lunged  fellow  go  ahead  of  the  hogs  with  a  basket  of  corn. 
He  would  shake  the  corn  under  their  noses,  singing  the  old 
hog  call,  "Pec-oo-ie,"  as  he  went  along.  After  they  got  them 
all  going  in  the  fame  directioUj  ail   but  three  or  tour  v^•ould 
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drop  back  and  return  home.  In  those  days  the  hcgr>  were 
called  Elmpeclers.  They  would  peel  a  human  being  too 
it  they  got  a  chance,  as  many  a  fellow  would  testify  back  in 
those  days. 

Often  thev  left  the  road   or  trail,  and  took  t'le  short  cut 

throiipli   tlie    wooH-;,    thereHy    savuig;    every    ioot    of  groijnd 

possible  0!i  t'le  h^ng  and  tifcsoihc  ]Duri\cy.  I  iicrc  svere 
but  few  bridges  then  and  the  hog  drivers  had  to  sv.'irn  the 
entire  drove  across  the  streams.  They  had  to  pick  their 
way  very  carefully,  often  having  to  chop  paths  for  their 
army  of  "Pork  Chops." 

'  It  usually  took  ten  days  or  two  weeks  to  m.ake  the  trip. 
7'he  drove  was  stopped  and  penned  up  each  night  ?.t  some 
farm  house  or  tavern.  Thev  v/crc  ahvavs  cd^d  to  reach  z 
tavern.  The  old  swinging  sign  over  the  door  always  hsd  a 
welcome  written  over  them.  The  landlord  wss  a  hosDit- 
able  lellow,  and  before  they  went  in  to  t^X.  v:trc  invited  to 
have  a  drink  of  grog  to  give  themi  an  appetite  (which  they 
already  had.)  They  would  sit  in  front  of  the  tavern,  if 
the  weather  permitted,  and  listen  for  the  horns  of  the  stage 
coach  drivers  arriving  and  departing. 

Sometimes  it  happened  during  the  winter  drives,  a  thaw 
would  come,  they  would  have  to  pen  the  drove  until  the 
roads  were  fit  for  moving  again.  When  they  reached  their 
destination  thev  would  deliver  the  hogs  and  return  home, 
walking  the  entire  distance  in  three  or  four  davs. 
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WlilTELAND,   IND.,  AUGUST  10,  1903. 

War  Departmc:!',  AdjuUmi  General's  Office: 

Dear  Sir:  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  war  record  of  one  John 
Robards  who  was  in  the  Continental  Army  from  Goochland  county, 
Virgfinia,  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  ROBARDS, 
R-  R-  14  Whiteland,  Indiana. 

.     WAR  DKPART^!ENT, 

the  adjutant  general's  office, 

Washington,  august  12.  1909. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Mr.  James  H.  Robards,  R.  R.  No.  14,  White- 
land,  Indiana. 

The  name  of  John  Robards  has  not  been  found  on  the  records,  on 
file  in  this  office,  of  any  organization  of  Vircrinia  or  Continental  troops 
in  service  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

It  is  suggested  that  some  information  bearing  on  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry can  possibly  be  obtained  from  the  Librarian  of  .the  Virginia  Stale 
Library,  at  Richmond,  or  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  "\Vash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

F.  C.  AINSWORTH, 
The  Adjutant  General. 
Adjutant  General's    Office,  War    Department,    August   12,    1909. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  LIBRARY 
RICHMOND,  VA. 

August  20,  1909. 

Mr.  Jam.cs  H.  Robards,  Whiteland,  Ind. 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  have  made  a  earful  search  of  the  Revolutionary 
records  in  this  library  for  the  name  of  Jolm  Robards  and  I  regret  to 
say  that  I  have  been  unable  to  find  it.     I  am 

Very  Truly  Yours, 
PI.  J.  LIKENRODE,  H.  R.  McILWAINE, 

Archivist.  State  Librarian. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

bureau  of  pensions, 

Washington,  D.  D.,  April  2G.  1909. 

Mr.  James  H.  Robp.rds,  R.  D.  14,  Whitcland,  Indiana. 

Sir: — In  reply  to  your  letter  received  on  the  7th  instaiit,  you  arc 
furHlMhofUhomilitory  hiRtory  of  William,  Lewis,  Georfre,  Jesse  Robards 
who  served  111  lliO  RGvuuui'-I^'M'y  Wa'*;  ^,]v\  are  a;1v!seti  timt  Dfo  n<ivt>- 
lutionary  War  pension  records  fail  to  show  that  a  claim  Vv'as  filed  on. 
account  of  the  service  of  John  Robards. 

Very  Respectfully, 

V."  WARNER, 
Commissioner. 


166  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  xROBARDS  FAMILY 


RECORD  DIVISION. 


9.—T>0'r 


L  S.  C.  DSPARTMEN  f  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Wid.  File  581  BUREAU  OR  PENSIONS 

Rev.  War  WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  APRIL  7,  1903 

Sir:    In  reply  to  your  request  of  April  5,  received  April  7,  19C9  for 
a  statement  of  the  military  history  of  Levv'is  Robnrds  a    soldier    of    the 

Revolutio'iiiry  Wnr,  you  will  find  below  tiio  dc^ivfni  !i!fo"''^:\''0!i  nn  ci^u- 
tained  in  his  widow's  application  for  pension  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 


Dates  of  OFFICERS  UNDER  WHOM  SERV- 

Enlistm't  Length  of  j^^^^     i             ICE  WAS  RENDERED                   g.^^^ 

or  Ap-        Service  •               ""    ' 

pointnin't  Captain                         Colonel 

Mav  1778  Dec.  1778  Private       Nathaniel  Massie                                                 ^^• 


May  1779  6  Months|    Ensign    ;       Edward  Dulce 


Jan  1,1780  8  Months  2nd  Lieut  Frederick.  V/oodsen  Maj  Thos  Arn-.stead 


Jan.    1781  Sept.  1781J  Captain 


Battles  engracred  in,  Was  at  Burning  of  Richmond  and  Skirmish 
near  James  River;  at  Siege  of  Yorktown,  but  discharged  before  the 
surrender. 

Residence  of  soldier  at  enlistm.ent  Goochland  county,  Va. 

Date  of  application  for  pension,  Jan.  14,  1S39.  Her  claim  v.-as  al- 
lowed. 

Acre  at  date  of  application,  born  March  10,  1774. 

Remarks:  Soldier  was  son  of  Williams  Robards  by  second  wife- 
name  not  given.  He  married  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  28,  1792,  Hannah 
W.  Winn,  daufrhter  of  James  Winn.  Soklier  died  April  15,1814,  in 
Bullitt  county,  Ky.,  where  she  died  April  16,  1848,  leaving  the  followin-r 
children:  Mortimer  D.,  George  L.,  James  V/.,  Alfred  J.  and  Ber.-amin 
F.,  alt  of  whom  were  alive  in  1352. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Mr.  James  H.  RoBards,     "  V.  WARNER, 

Whiteland,  Ind.,  R.  D.  14.  -  Commis-'rrier. 
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Sir:  In  reply  to  your  request  of  April  5,  received  April  7,  19C?, 
for  a  statement  of  the  military  history  of  Gcorg^e  Robards,  (pensioned 
as  George  Roberts),  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  you  v,-ill  find 
below  the  desired  information  as  contained  in  his  application  fur  ')en- 
sion  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 


Dates  of  !  |  OFFICERS  UNDER  WHOM  SERV" 

Enhstm't  Leno;th  of  ^  ICE  WAS   RENDERED  i     ^ 

or   Afi-        Sorv!<-o      ,  ^^^'>^        St 

pointin'nt  '  CniilitlO  ■  Ci*!(i':l-! 


Orderly   ■  "I 

Q-'^ISrp't,  I       Charles  Lewis 

•c-  u^  1— o    •,  TT-  Com'sorv  Moses  Hawkins     ' 

Feb4  1//8    3  \  ears    ^  clerk  to  John  Robertson      S 

Wagon    .  1 

Master    I  ! 


Apri]17S0  15Months     Lieut.     I      Edmund  Curd  ^^^ 


Larkin  Smith 


Earlyl782^  5  War'  .  ^aptain 


Battles  engaged  in,  Brandywino,  Germantown,   Monmouths  Stonv" 
Point  and  Camden. 

Residence  of  soldier  at  enlistment,  cn'isted  In  Gcoc^^a'^d  cout->- 
Va.  " 

Date  of  application  for  pension,  July  Q,  1S32. 

Residence  at  date  of  application,  Mercer  county,  Xy.,  from  1791. 

Age  at  date  of  application,  not  stated. 

Remarks:  His  claim  was  allowed.  Brother  Jesse  (W.  File  85G3) 
testified  in  the  case;  no  other  data  as  to  family. 

I-'or  date  of  soldier's  death  and  name  of  person  to  v,'hom  the  ar- 
rears of  his  pension  were  paid,  apply  to  the  Auditor  for  the  Interior 
Department  U.  S.  Treasury  Departm.ent  citino-  the  foilowinfj  data: 
"Georjre  Roberts  certificate  881  issued  Oct.  20,  1S32  under  A.ct  June  7, 
1832  at  the  Kentucky  A;^ency." 

Very  RGspecifuliv. 

Mr.  James  II.  RoBards,     "  '    V.  WARNER, 

V/liitcland,  Ind.,  R.  D.   14.  Commissioner. 
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RECORD  DIVISION  3—525 

L  S.  C.         DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Wid.  File  8562  BUREAU  OF  PENSIONS 

Rev.  War  Vv'ASIIINGTON,  D.  C.  APRIL  20,  1909. 

Sir:     In  reply  to  your  request  of  April  5,  received  Ai)n\  7,  if;09  for 
a  Stntf^menl  of  tliti  lullKiii-y  hlHlrtty  of  vVIUi.mu  ICuIjhhIh   ,h',,  n  atihlJrir  t»f 

the  Revolutionary  War,  you  wilj  find  below  the  desired  infonnciti.ori  ri5? 
contained  in  his  widow's)  application  for  pension  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 


Dates  of  ]  {OFFICERS  UNDER  WHOM  SERV 

Enlistm't  SLenjrth  ofj  r.^.      \             ICE  WAS  RENDERED 

or  Ap-    I    Service    1  

pointm'nt;                    I  Captain            I             Co'onel 


May  1778  Dec.  1778   ^''^^'^^y   '  Nathaniel  Massic 
^  I  Sergeant  [ 

Tanv  1780  Tune  1780   ^''^^^rly    Frederick  Woodson 
Sergeant 


Va. 


T   1      i7cn    Nov.  or  iCommis-!      Edmund  C'.ird 
July   1/K)j^^^_  j-^q;      j.^^^.      ^♦lj^    Qj,p_   Robards 


Jan  1,^1781  Aug  17S1     Orderly        -Lp,,.,^  Robards 
-"        '  I       -^  I  Sergeant 


or*^- 


Was  at  Burning  of  Richmond  and  Skirmish  near  Ja.mes  River. 

*Brothers  of  Soldier. 

Battles  enofagfed  in,  Camden. 

Residence  of  soldier  at  enlistment,  Goochland  Co.,  Va. 

Date  of  application  for  pension,  Jany.  21,    1839.     Her  claims  we 
allov.'ed. 

Residence  at  date  of  application,  Jessamine  Co.,  KcP.tuck}'. 

Ac^'O  at  date  of  application,  78  years  in  June  1839. 

Remarks — Soldier  married  in  Goochland  Count\%  Va.,  Scpten:boi 
6,  1781,  Elizabeth  Lewis;  he  died  November  IS,  1823,  and  she  died  Feb 
ruary  24,  1840,  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky.  Soldier  left  followintj  child 
ren:  Nancy,  wife  of  William  Caldwell;  Vvilllam.  Robards,  Susanna'- 
Robards,  Rebekah,  wife  of  Lewis  Sin<rleton;  Kitty,  v.'ifc  of  Jamc.^  liar 
vey,  and  Otho  Robards,  who  v/as  born  Februar\'  24,  1794. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Mr.  James  H.  RoBards.         '  V.  V/ARXER. 

Whiteland,  Ind.,  R.  R.  1.  Comniissioner. 
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I.  S.  C.        DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Wid.  File  8563  BUREAU  OF  PENSIONS 

Rev.  War  Vv'asiiington,  D.  C.  April  26,  1909. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  request  of  April  5,  received  April  7,  1009  for 
r^  stntomcnt  of  tho  military  history  of  Jcssc  RobaniK,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  Wai*,  you  Will  [iiiu  bi;I(J\V  lllO  du!-:}r'3d  jiifni'Mv.iin.)  hi  ]^\^: 
(and  his  widow's)  application  i'or  file  in  this  Bureau. 


D.-ites  of  I  ! 

Enlistm't   Lcii'rtli  of'     „      , 

or  Ap-       Service    ' 
pointm'nt  j 


OFFICERS  UNDER  WHOM   SERV- 
ICE U'AS   RENDERED 


State 


Oct.    1778;4  MonthsJ  Serueant 


Captain 
IClisha  Leak 


Colonel 

Tnvlor 


Dec.  1779  4  Months   Sergeant         Edward  Duke 


■lor 


J.iny  1781  lOMontlis   Sergeant   Frederick  Woodson      Cliarles  Fleming 


Nathaniel   Morris 


Battles  engaged  in,  was  at  burnlnfr  of  Richmond  and  sldrmish  be- 
low that  place,  in  July  1781. 

Residence  of  soldier  at  enlistment,  Goochland  county,  Va. 

Date  of  application  for  pension,  Aug.  20,  1832.  Mis  claiju  v/as  al- 
.lowcd. 

Residence  at  date  of  application,  Garrad  county,  Kcntucl<y. 

Age  at  date  of  application,  born  yVpril  19,  1702  in  Gooclilan.d, 
-county,  Va. 

Remarks — Soldier  married  in  Louisa  county,  \'a.,  January  21,  1783 
Francis  Anji  b.,  June  21,  17G7  daughter  of  Joseph  Perkins.  Soldier 
died  Dec.  22,  1845,  and  his  widow  was  allowed  pension  on  :in  applica- 
tion executed  March  0,  18-18  while  a  resident  of  Mercer  couty,  Ky. 

Children — Thomas  b.,  Aug.  15,  1789;  Robert  b.,  Aug.  21,  1791; 
Nancy  b.,  May  4,  1793;  Elizali  b.,  Juno  0,  1705;  Joncpli  b. ,  Aug,  31, 
1797;  Kitty  b.,  January  10,   1799;  Ellendcr  b.;  Oct.  9,  1800;  Francis  A. 

b.,  Nov.  15,  1802;  Jefferson  b.,  January  28,  1801;  Jesse  b., ,  1806; 

Polly  b.,  Sept.  15,  1810  and  John  b.,  Oct.  25,  1812. 

Ycry  Respectfully, 

•  Mr.  James  H.  RoBards  V.  WARNER. 

■Whitcland,  Indiana,  R.  D.  M.  Cornnii--?ioncr. 
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-  SETTLEMENT  OF  WILLIAM  ROBARDS,  SR., 
WILLIAM  ROBARDS,  SR.,    (x-'AGE  8.) 
The  estate  of  the  late  William  Robards,  deceased,  in  account  v/ith 
Georcre  Robards,  executor. 

To  sundry    payments    as  per  paper  No.    102, 


herewith  inclosed    with    the   vouchers  and 

,, 1  r-"- '   ■''   rhf>  difTerent  legatees 

>.iau  pass  us  herein  stated 

\  o  Ikliaia-t*  iii  exi?Lular's  liiii'.US 


S 


To  William  Robards  1-10  of  said  b 
To  John  Robards  heirs 
To  Jane  Mosby 
To  Lewis  Robards  " 
To  Geo.  Robards     " 
No.  3  To  Jessie  Robards     " 
To  Joseph  Robards  " 
To  Sally  Jouett         " 
To  Betty  Lewis  Buckner  heirs 
To  Robt.  Robards  heirs 
To  Lewis  Robards  1-7  of  amount  of  said  ncjrros  1 

To  George  R.obards 

To  Jessie  Robards 
No.  4  To  Sally  Jouett  " 

To  Joseph  Robards 

To  Betty  Lewis  Buckner    " 

To  Robert  Robards  " 

To  Wm.  Robards  1-10  of  am't  of  said  negros 

To  John  Robards 
To  Jane  Mosly  '• 

To  Lewis  Robards 
To  George  Robards 
No.  5  To  Jessie  Robards 

To  Joseph  Robards  " 

To  Sally  Jouett  " 

To  Betty  Lewis  Buckner 
To  Ro'ieri  Roltarbs 

1783-'8-l  and  ".SS. 

By  cash  derived  of  several  persons 

As  for  paper  No.  3  herewith  enclosed  amount- 
ing to 

By  balance  due  as  per  contract  equally  divi- 
ded   amongst  legatees  entitled    thereto 

Agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  deceased  by  sun- 
dry slaves  sold  to  wit:  Sally  and  child, 
James,  Dick,  Judy,  Simon,  Bob,  Nancy, 
Patty    and    Sam.    amounting    in    uliole    to 
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$3205  :is  per  not  No.  4.   are  C(|u:illy  I'ivided  901      10 

among  the  children  of  the  last  wife  agree- 
able to  said  decedants  will  as  per  contract. 
By    sundry    ne:::ros    sold    to     wit:     Ant!u-ny, 
Georoe,  lusther,  Betty,  Mary.  Jenny,  I'eter, 
Frances  and  Sarah,  ainountin;;- in  the  wliole 

to  $1992  as  per  act  No.  5  597     12 

anil  aro  C(nially  divided  t!io   lejiatecs  afrrce- 
!!|;!o  |f!  \U:<  ;I-!i:!'ii'j!!|ih  5\ !'!  •"•!  :''>"M:! 

We  the  subscribers  itiir.suant  to  an  ordci'  oF  llic  worsliippcd  cour!- 
of  McM-ccr  County  to  as  tliroclcci,  have  carciiilly  examined  the  papers 
and  vouchei's  to  us  shown  by  flie  Executors  oi'  the  Estate  oi  the  lale 
William  Robarils,  deceased,  and  have  set' led  the  accounts  as  above 
stated  afrreeable  thereto  with  the  mutuual  consent  and  approbation  (n" 
the  Leoalees  and  made  division  accordino-  to  the  will  of  the  deceased. 
Given  under  our  hand  the  1-Ith.  day  of  December,  1S05. 

JOSHUA  FRYE, 
G.  THOMPSON, 
EDW.  WORTITINGTON, 
THOMAS  FREEMAN, 

Commissioners. 

Mercer  County  i  q  . 
January  Court  ISOo  i  "'^^ 

The  foregoino-  rcpoi't  was  cxliibited  into  court  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded.  Att:     THO.  ALLEN,  Clk. 

A  Copy  Att:     W.  J.  PENCE,  Clk.  M.  C.  C. 

By  GEO.  F.  ROBARDS,  D.  C. 
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Robards 
Robert 

Inventory 
1789 


Dec.  14, 
1805 


1795 


ROBERT  ROBARDS'  SETTLEMENT 

ROBERT  ROBARDS   (PAGE   10) 

The  Estate  of  the  late  Robbert  Robards,  deed,  in  account 
with  George  Robards,  administrator. 


20 

20 
20 
20 


To  cash  per  voucher  No.  1 
To  "  "  No,  2 

To  "  "  No.  ? 

To  ballancc  due 

wnor.E  RLOon 

To  his  mother  Eliza  Rob.irds  1-9  .C 

of  the  balhmcedue  as  per  contra  41 

To  Lewis  Robards  "  41 

To  George  Robards  "  41 

To  Jessie  Robards  "  41 

To  Joseph   Robards  "  41 

To  Sally  Joiictt  "  41 

To  Betty  Lewis  Buckncr  "  41 

>IALF    BLOOn 

To  William  Robards  h  share 
To  John   Robards  heirs  h  share 
To  James  Robards 
To  Jane  Mosley  " 

To  Wm.    Robr'rds  heirs  *  sliarc 
To  John  Robards  " 

To  James  Robards 
To  Jane  Mosly 
To  Lewis  Robards 
To  George  Robards  " 

To  Jessie  Robards  " 

To  Joseph   Robards 
To  Sally  Jouett 
To  Betty  Lewis  Buckner    '* 
By  150  acres  land  Xath    Massie 
At  ,£■  45  per  hundred  acres 
By  my  land 

By  cash  per  Joseph  Robards 
By  report  of  .£  298,  19,  6'1,  divi- 
sion  of  fathers  estate 
By  1-7  part  of  his  share  of  ncgi05 
belonging  to  the  younger    chil- 
dren. Am't  1:9,61,  10, divided  ac- 
cording to  will 

By  1-10  part  £■  597,  12,  his  share 
of  negros  according  to  will 
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ROBERT  ROBARDS'  SETTLEMENT  ITy 


1805  By  baI!a-ico  due   £  373.6,  4f  to 

Dec.  14  be  dividei!  as  the  law  tlirects  be-  ' 

tween  his   mother,  brotheis  and 

sisters  as  per  coiura  373       6       4i 

By  stock  sold  and  divided  in  lieu 

of  the  farming    utensils  to    wife 

by  will  to  Robert  Robards  and 

unanimously  aj^^recd    by  all    the 

Iccntics    to    he    e(iu:illy     divided 

il'llOIl!^  \\\['  VV'U'!!'  ani()iii>t:iiir  on 

the  whole  as  per  account   No.  6  54       4         p 

Lodged  wifli   the  papers  of  the 

estate  of  William  Ro!:!a:ds.  dec'd, 

to  divide  as  per  contra.     Geor^^e 

Robards  representing  two  of  the 

legaties    to    wit:     The    heirs    of 

John  and  James  Robards. 

Vv'e  the  subscribers  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  worshipped  court 
of  Mercer  county  to  as  directed  have  carefuly  examined  the  papers  fo 
us  produced  by  the  admr  of  Robert  Robards,  deed,  and  have  settled  the 
same  as  in  the  above  act  stated  and  have  divided  the  same  according  to 
law.     Given  under  our  hands  the  14  day  of  December  1805. 

JOSHUA  FRYE, 
EDWARD  WORTHIXOTON, 
THOMAS  FREEMAN, 

Commissioners. 
Mercer  County  )  q  , 
January  Court  1S05  i  ^ 

The  foregoing  reoort  was  exhibited  into  court  and  ordered  to  be 
racordered.  "  Att:     THO.  ALLEN,  CV<, 

A  Copv  Att:     W.  J.  PENCE,  Clk.  M.  C.  C. 

Bv  GEO.  F.  ROBARDS.  D.  C. 
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NAME  TOWN  COUNTY  ST.VTE 

Alfred  Robards,            ...         -  Sori^'no,  Daviess,  Ky. 

John  Douqflas  Robards      ,-           -         -  Shepbcrdsvilie,  Bullill,  Xy. 

Wm.  G.  Robards,        ...        -  Shephcrdsvillc,  Bulliti:.  Ky. 

Emmett  F.  Robards,         -        -          -  Shephcrdsvillc,  Bullitt,  Ky. 

Z.  Frank  Robards,       ...        -  Shephcrdsvillc-,  Bullitt,  K}'. 

Emma  W.  (Robards)  Blankship,     -        -  Sheohcrdsville,  Bullitt,  Ky. 

^nn^b  v.  T.  (RolmrfUH)  Whlti'uiH;     -         -  J^'.ir-.pboJ-davillo,  Pulliif,  Ky. 

Laura  T.  Robards,       ...           -  Sheplierdsville,  Dulii'l,  Ky, 

Douglas  K.  Robards,            -        -        -  Shophcrdsville,  Bulliit.  Ky. 

Batrecia  (Robards)  Traub,      -          -          -  Louisville,  .Tcl'ferso!-!,  Ky. 

Estcll  Robards,          ....  LouisvU'c,  Jefferson,  ICy. 

Martin  John  Robards.  -  -  -  Lo'iisviMc,  Jcflerson,  Ky. 
Kcron  Thomas  Robards,         -          -          -         Louisville.  Jei'ferson  Ky. 

Marjjrct  L.  (Robards)          -            -        -  Louisviile.  Jcfi'crson,  .Ky. 

Eliza  (Robards)  Kidjrway,      -        -         -  Sheph.erdsvilic,  Bunitt,  ;  vV. 

Rebecca  (Robares)  Rid(T\vay.     -      -        -  Shepherdsville,  Bullitt,  Ky. 

Wm.  Huston  Robards,        -         -.       -  Shepherdsville,  Bullitt,  Ky. 

John  Franklin  Robards,         -        -         -  Shepherdsville.  Bullitt,  Ky. 

Wm.  Edmond  Robards,  -  -  -  -  Louisville,  Jefferson,  Ky- 
Mary  A.  (Robards)  Bouvier,      -        -          -      Louisville,  Jefferson,  Ky. 

Bertha  0.  (Robards)  Forsyth,        -         -  -           Ashland,  Boyd,  Ky. 

Davidanna  (Robards)  Highfield,    -    -        -  Louisville,  Jefferson,  Ky, 

Jefferson  Robards,        ....  Harrodsburcj,  Mercer,  Ky. 

George  Wm.  Robards,         -         -        -  Harrodsburg,  .Mercer,  Ky. 

Georg-e  Frances  Robards,-      -      -        -  Haj-'-odsburo:,  Mercer,  Ky, 

Dr.  John  B.  Robards,       ...        -  Harrodsburo-,  IVIercer,  Ky. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  (Robards)  Mitchell,  -     -        -  Jlarrodsbm-g,  Mercer,  Ky. 

Nathaniel  T.  Robards,  .      -           -           -  -           Dr.nvill,  Boyd,  Ky. 

Susan  L.  (Robards)  Briscoe,       -      -         -  Mitchellsburg,  Boyle,  Ky. 

Miss  Lillian  Robards.         -           -        -  Madisonvillc,  iiopki;is,  Ky. 

Bernard  Robards, Madisonville,  Hopkins,   Ky, 

Mrs.  Ella  M.  Robards,    1428  Dcbair  St.        -      Louisville  Jc'Serson,  Ky. 

Marion  Addinson  Robards,  -  -  -  Louisville,  JelTerson,  Ky. 
Miss  Marie  Robards,  ...  -  Louisville,  Jefferson,  Ky. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Robards,  1411  Dukers  Ave.  -  Louisville,  Jeffersen,  Ky. 
Maggie  (Robards)  May,  331  21st  St.  Griffith.  Av.  Louisville,  JelTerson,  Ky. 

Stewart  Robards,  -  -  -  -  Louisville,  Jcrrerson,  Ky. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Robards,  300  Columbie  St.    -     Louisvine.  Jefferson,  Ky. 

Wm.  Blair  Robards,         -            -         -  Shepherd.^.ville.  Bullitt,  Ky. 

Bettie  W.  Robards,         .        .        .         -  Sheplierdsville,  Bullitt.  Ky. 

Mrs.  Ella  M,  Bishop,         -            -          -  Shcperdsvillo,  Bniliit.  Ky. 

Mrs.  Katie  Robards,  .  .  .  .  Vv'ihnore,  Jessanune,  Ky. 
Mrs.  Mi^rgaret  A.  Beeles.      -         -        Okolona.  R.  R.  S.  Jefferson.  Ky. 

Anna  (Davis)  Sabin,        -        ,       ,       <  Columbus,  ilick-nan.,  Ky, 
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NAME 


TOWN  COUNTY  STATS 


Joseph  Davis,  -  .  .        -  Columbus,  Hickman,  Ky. 

John  Milton  Robards,  •  -        Fulton,  R.  R.  8,  Ca^a^vay,  Mo. 

Lizzie  Lewis  (Robards)  Wallace,  -  Fulton,  R.  R.  8,  Cal  a\vay,  Mo. 
Mrs.  Nannie  Robards,  -  No.  6  Rug-by  Place,  St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Dr.  Youn^jer  P.  Robards,  -  4234  Arco  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  St.  Loui?^,  Mo. 


St.  Louis  St.  LbUis,  Ivi'o. 
St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
St.  Louis,  St.  Louis.  ^'^. 
Sf.  Louis,  St.  L"v\.-.   •■(.). 


William  Otho  Robards, 

Bourne  Rogfers  Robards, 

George  CakhvcU  Robards, 

Magfgie  Eliza  (Robards)  Millis,  Normandy, 

Mrs.  Sallie  R.  Ford,  -    Station  19,  Seventh  St.  St.  Louis,  St.  Loui:-,  y-.o. 

John  Lev/is  Robards,  ...  Hannibal,  Marion,  Mo, 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Grable,  4957  1-2  Fountain  Ave,  St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Hannah  D.  Pittman,  4923  Y/ashin-jton  Ave.  St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  K.Q. 

Maggie  Bell  (Robards)  Cromwell,  -  St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  ;v.'o. 

Mary  Ann  Robards,        -      1829  East  7tn  St.  Kansas  City,  Jocl^son,  Mo. 


Mrs.  Katie  S.  Conlcy, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Robards)  Clark, 

Edmund  Randolph  Robards, 

Frank  Robards, 

Mary  Florence  (Robards)  Williams, 

Anna  Harris  (Robards)  Wootcn, 

Carrie  Elizabeth   (Robards)  Hollins, 

Joseph  Ward  Robards, 

Oba  Minnie  Robards, 

Luther  Monroe  Robards, 

Josephine  F.  (Robards)  Patterson, 

Lena  G.  Robards, 

Willie  Cooper  Robards, 

John  Ward  Robards, 

Otho  G.  Robards, 

John  A.  Robards, 

William  Taylor  Robards, 

Jesse  C.  Robards, 

John  F.  Robards, 

Wm.  Lee  Robards, 

John  Donald  Robards, 

Joseph  Robards, 

Lizzie  (Robards)  Miller, 

Lulu  (Robards)  Jackson, 

Zeralda  (Robards)  Ransdell, 

John  Alexander  Robards, 

Wm.  Edward  Robards, 

'\Vm.  licnry  Robards,  -  o 


Columbia,  Boone,  Mo. 

Columbia,  Boone,  Mo. 

St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mexico,  Audrain,  Mo. 

Tyronza,  Poinsett,  Ark. 

-  Tyronza,  ;''oinse(t.  Ark. 

Vineyard,  Lcc,  Ark. 

Vir.evard,  Lcc,  Ark. 

Vineyard,  Lcc,  Arlc. 

Ciarksdalc,  Coahoma,  Miss. 

Yazoo  City,  Yazoo,  Miss. 

Clarksdale,  Coahom.a,  Mis?-. 

■  Clarksdale,  Coahoma,  Miss. 

-  Clarksdale,  Coahoma,  i'>!iss. 

Camdcr.,  Ca:.  den,  No'v  Jersey. 

Olncy.  Richland,  111. 

Mason.  Effinghan-i,  111. 

-  Mason,  Effinjjiam,  111. 
Alfordsvillc,  Daviess,  Ind. 

-      Poi-tiand,  R.  R.  ?.  Jay,  Ind. 

Kokomo,  Howard,  Ind. 

Kokomo,  ITowartl,  Ind, 

Kokomo,  Howard,  Ind. 

-    Kokomo,  Howard,  Ind. 

Franlclin,  Jolmson,  Ind. 

Franklin,  R.  R.  2,  :^d\-'.nt.on,  Ind. 

Bargcrsviile,  John.'on,  Ix'-i. 

Franklin,' R.  '\.  2..  John-^on,  Ind, 
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NAME  TOWN  COUNTY  STAT.^ 

'Catherine  E.  (Robards)  Utterback.  -    Franklin,  R.  R.  2,  Johnson,  Ind 

Mary  J.  (Robards,  Powell)  McClain,  -  Franklin,  R.  R.  2,  Johnson,  Ind 

James  Oscar  Robards,            -  Whitcland,  R.  R.  14,  Johnson,  Ind 

Wm.  Thomas  Robards,    .        -  -             -           Knox,  Starke,  Ind 

Vv'm.  Barney  Robards,            -  -           -            Judson,  Parke,  Ind 

Dr.  Ezra  E.  Robards,            -           -  -         Shelburn,  Sullivan,  Ir.d 

KH  Robnrfla,            -            -            -  -           jR\n-]inston.  Carroll,  Ind. 

Mafy  Einiha  (Rbbai'ds)  Blltlof,  -           -     Fi'iliikllli,  Jo'ifinuiS  hvl 

Arthusa  (Robards)  Doty,            -  Franklin.  R.  R.  2,  Johnson,  Ind, 

Hulda  M.  (Robards)  Moore,            -  -        Alfordsvil'c,  Daviess,  Ind 

Robert  A.  Robards,            -           -  -        Airordsvillc,  Daviess,  Ind 

Florida  N.  (Robards)  Allen,            -  -      Alfordsville,  Davi  ss,  Ind 

Rett  A.  Robards,            -           -  -            Aifordsvillc,  Daviess,  Ind 

Marshall  Robards,            ...  Jeffcrsonville,  Clark.  Ind 

Estella  (Robards)  McCarty.            -  -        Jcfrersonville,  Clark,  Ind 

Rachel  (Robards)  Christy,           -  -         Jeffersonvillc,  Clarlc,  Ind 
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■-  A  LETTER. 

To  the  Descendants    of    John    Robards,    Colonist- 
Planter: 

Probably  you  have  received  a  letter  from  me  v\'hi('li 
announced  the  purport  and  purpose  of  my  great  un- 
dcrttlkilifv  T  wIhU  tliroitgli  tins  lottov  to  oxpvess  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgment  foi"  geiierOliy  a?iM!:-i" 
ance  and  kindly  interest  expressed  by  tliosc  to  vsdiom 
my  previous  letters  vere  addressed.  If  any  shall 
read  this  work  and  fail  to  find  their  names  (for  tliere 
are  many)  in  the  Robards  genealogy,  I  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  them.  I  will  gladly  ans^ver  your  in- 
quiries, and  give  you  any  infoi'mation  in  my  power. 
Remember  all  the  mistakes  are  not  mine  as  I  jiave 
all  your  letters  carefully  put  away. 

Tell  me  all  about  your  family,  your  ancestry,  etc. 
As  to  my  motive,  it  is  simply  to  have  the  hoTior  of 
writing  our  family  history.  Our  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honorable  in  the  United  States.  The 
first  generations  in  the  United  States  were  nien  of 
peace,  busily  engaged  in  making  homes  for  them- 
selves and  their  jjosterity,  and  educating  tlieir  cliil- 
dren.  Yet  were  they  brave,  and  maiiy  oi:'  them  were 
good  soldiers  in  tlie  Revohitionajy  Wa]',  the  TVar  of 
1812  and  tlie  :\rexican  War,  and  in  1801  to  1865.  This 
family  now  scattered  to  nearl\^  eveiy  State  in  tire 
Union  still  retained  tlie  courage  to  light  for  what 
they  thought  was  right;  hence  tlie  sad  spectacle  of  a 
great  family,  aljout  {'r[ii;vlly  divided,  lighting  against 
each  other  according  to  the  State  hi  which  they  li;)!)- 
pened  to  be  living  when  the  war  broice  out. 

Remember  in  writing  to  me  >'ou  place  yourself  un- 
der no  oljligation  to  l)uy  a  l)ook,  Init  it  is  1  who  will 
be  obliged  to  you  for  information.    I  will  be  satisiiefl 
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to  dispose  of  enough  books  to  pay  for  the  cost  of 
printing.  The  honor  of  the  work  i^  all  that  I  ask  or 
expect  for  my  five  years  of  labor.  It  has  rcoiiired 
five  years  to  compile  this  (imcompleted)  vror]^.  Tor. 
must  not  expect  to  digest  it  or  fully  understand  it 
in  five  minutes  or  five  hours.  It  7uay  i-equiro  i\xQ. 
woekj?  or  montlis.  Eacli  time  you  lake  tliC  book  it';. 
you  will  find  something  new,  and  when  once  thor- 
oughly understood  it  will  ])e  as  plain  as  "two  tinvjs 
two  equals  four."  Eemember,  PATIENCE— if  you 
have  the  patience  to  search  for  it. 

Sincerely  yours. 

JAMES  K.  SOBARrS. 
Whiteland,  Indiana. 

(The  end.) 
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Linea.o-e 

1.  John  KoBards,  colonist,  planter."  Kis  ^viie, 
Sarah  IlilL     1710-1755. 

2.  AYilliam  EoBards.  Sr.,  militia  lientcnant,  1764. 
A  member  of  committee  of  safety  in  1783.  l]>'s  sec- 
ond >viiV,  Eli7:nlM'l]i  Lewis.     .1757-1783. 

3.  Jesse  RoBards.  J^evohitionary  War  177^^-1781. 
His  Avife,  Fi'aneis  Ann  Perkins.     17(>2-18'ir>. 

4.  Tliomas  0.  RoBards.  War  of  1812.  A  farmer. 
His  Avife,  Nancy  Combs.     1789-1866. 

5.  Landon  EoBards.'  Farmer.  His  wife,  Emma 
S.  Combs.     1826-1895. 

6.  Jaanes  II.  RoBards.  Rai-mer.  His  ^vife,  Ursnia 
J.  Horrell.     1S66- 

7.  James  Oscar  RoBards.     1894- 
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.  CORRECTIONS 

Bottom  of  pafre  26.  "His  widow  was  allowed  a  pension  Jim.  14, 
1839.  She  was  born  March  10,  1774,  died  April  16,  1848,  aofe  74 
years,  one  month  and  six  days." 

References  to  paj^e  23  should  be  pacre  25. 

References  to  pag^c  9  should  be  pag^e  11. 

References  to  pao:e  18  should  be  pacje  20. 

Reference  to  pajje  8  should  be  page  10. 

Reference  to  pafje  63  should  be  pa<je  G4. 

First  two  lines  top  napfe  37  are  transposed. 

Lines  5  and  6  in  the  preface  are  transposed. 
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AVPKNDA 
Wiiliam  J.  Robards  Family 

William  J.  koburds  (Paijc  25)  born  1798,  in  Lf)u:svillc, 
Ky.  Died  in  Shawnccrown,  111.,  1  H47.  Was  twice  mar- 
ried. First  wire  was  Martha  Davison,  married  April  27, 
iS-20.  Had  two  clvildrcn.  One  son,  Archibald  Robards, 
who  died  at  14  years  of  age  by  a  kick  from  a  pet  pony. 
Elizabeth  Robards,  born  1822,  married  a  steamboat  cap- 
tain named  "i'Vame." 

His  second  wife  was  Kli'/.a  I..ee.  'I'he  license  was  issued 
in  Bullitt  county,  Kentucky,  September  28,  1826.  To 
them  were  born  three  daughters,  viz:  Martna  Anna,  Mary 
Attaway  and  Margaret  Jennette  Robards. 

I.  Martha  Anna  I\obards,  born  July  18,  1829,  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  died  August  6,  19 10.  She  was  married 
to  H.  S.  Carson  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  December  17,  1846. 
To  them  were  bor;i  eleven  children,  viz: 

1,  Williain  Thomas  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
September  5,  1847,  died  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  September  6, 
1903,  marri<^d  Fannie  Brashears,  November  10,  1877. 

2,  Flenry  K.  Carson,  born  in  Jacksonville,  111.,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1849,  died  September  2,  1849. 

3,  Nettle  v..  Carson,  born  in  Jacksonville,  111.,  De- 
cember 16,  1850.  She  lives  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  "is 
single."' 

4,  Oliver  N.  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo..  Jan- 
uary, 1852.  Married  Mary  McRcynoIds  in  Greenfield, 
Mo.,  March  7,  1879. 

5,  Mollic  1'"-.  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  .Mo.,  July  i, 
•1854.      Marrieil   I'dlis  Paxson  of  Finley,  O.,  at  Springfield, 

Mo.,  October   10,    i  877. 

6.  Olevia  /\.  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  January 
27,  1858.  Married  to  John  FL  Duncan  of  Kentucky,  a 
lawyer,  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  June  7,  1S77. 
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7.  josch  L.  Carson,  horn  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Septem- 
ber 2-2,   1S61.       IVicd  jaiuiary    lO,   I.S62. 

8.  Thornton  ncauregurd  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  1863. 

9.  Harry  Lcc  Carson,  born  in  SpringHeld,  Mo  ,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1S67.  Married  Lnlu  Clark  ol  Springfield,  De- 
cember 19,  I  901 . 

10.  Myrtle  I'  Carson,  born  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1S71.  .\Lirried  to  Williaiu  IL  Pjurks  of  Russell- 
ville,  Ky.,  Sepceiubcr  19,   1889,  in  Springfield,  Mo 

11.  Lillie  May  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April 
19,  1865.      Died  March  3,   1866. 

\l.  S.  Carson  was  born  November  20,  18  19,  in  Front 
Royal  County,  Virginia.  Died  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  in  his 
ninetieth  (90)  year.  He  fought  under  Zachary  Taylor  in 
the  .Mexican  war.  Returning  from  the  war  he  went  to 
California  in  1849,  i"cturning  in  two  years.  He  heard 
Lii^.coln  and  Douglass  in  their  joint  debate  in  1858,  in 
.Alton,  Illinois.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Jacksonville, 
111.,  and  ;n  the  early  forties  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  he  lived  most  of  the  time  until  he  moved  to  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  in  1867. 

2.  Mary  Attaway  Rcjbards,  born  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
August  27,  1832.  Died  May  ->  i ,  1904,  at  the  h  :iie  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  P^enjamin  lulminster,  near  Ivirbyville, 
Tany  county,  Missouri.  She  ssas  educated  in  a  convent  at 
Louisville,  bur  left  the  Catholic  church  and  liccame  a  mem- 
ber of  the  l'",pisc(jpal  church.  S!ie  was  man-ied  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  to  Andrew  L.  Whitley,  to  this  union  nine  children 
were  bt)rn,  three  died  in  youth,  David  R.,  M(  itificr,  An- 
drew L.,  William  P.,  Harry  T.,  Ad.;--;.\\'hitley)  iidminster. 
Mrs.  Whitley  was  a  descendant  from  the  famous  Lee 
family,  on  her  mother's  side  being  a  second  cousin  of 
Robert  Iv  Lee.  • 
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(M::r<;-arct  Jem^.cifc  Ro hards  Fiiniily.) 

3.  Margaict  Jcnnctte  Rohards,  horn  in  Louisville, 
Keiuuckv,  January  7,  i^i^^.  Died  May  9,  iH6X,  at  I/in- 
neus,  Viissoui-i.  David  Irvin  Stephenson  horn  in  St. 
Clv.'.rlcs  comity,  Missouri,  August  14,  1H29.  Died  Fch- 
ruarv   10     I90i,at  Linncus,  Missouri. 

Dr.  David  Irvin  Stcjihcnson  and  Miss  Margaret  Jen- 
nette  Rohards  were  niai-ried  in  St.  Douis  county,  Missouri, 
Soptenihcr  18,  1850  To  them  wei-c  horn  eight  children 
viz: 

T.  WiUiani  T'hornas  Stcpher.son  horn  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  Noveniher  18,  1851,  married  An:'.a  Lee  Chirk, 
Novcmher  3,  1878.  I  i  ave  two  sons.  IVet  Hart  S.cph- 
enson,  married  NLd)ci  Kietli  arid  David  L-vin  Steplienson 
married  Miss  A'oernathv 

?.  Marv  hdiza  Stej^hcnson  horn  in  St.  Lcjuis,  Miss- 
oari,  Octoher  20,  1853,  married  to  James  \L  Shaefcr,  Oc- 
tober 15,  1874.  Mave  two  sons.  .Harry  Irvin  Shaefcr 
ho.  n  May  13,  1876,  niarricd  Jessie  Pierce,  Decemher  26, 
1906.      Clyde  LLu-mon  Sliaefcr  horn   March   16,  1878. 

';.  LilHe  Stepdienson,  horn  ■  in  St.  Louis,  \'lissouri, 
.April    7,    1856,   died  July   _>2,    1859,  in  North  Salem,  Mo. 

4.  Attaway  Stephenson  horn  in  North  Salem,  \Iis- 
souri,  June  12,  1858;  married  Samuel  J.  l^'oreinan  of  Paris, 
Mis-ouri,  June  26,  1876,  He  was  hv)rn  Septemher  il, 
1852         To  this  union  wei'e  horn  three  sons  vi/: 

1.  lames  h'vin  h'orman  horn  April  22,  1877,  ^'^^'•'^■'•^- 
hetli  Cleo  Mal/.e,  horn  April  24,  ]888,  were  married  De- 
cemher 2.',.,  IV03.  Mildred  Lee  h\>rman  horn  May  25, 
1909 

2.  iiardiy  Ste'phcnsi»n  h'orman  horn  Januarv  17, 
1879.  Mahel  h'.vei\'n  Nelson  horn  July  9,  1881,  were 
man-icd  Decemher  25,  i  900.  Have  tTiree  sons.  Monta- 
gue La  l''on  h'orman  horn  August  24,  1903.  Lawrence 
Stc}-)hens>  n  I^'orman  horn  Septemher  4,  1905.  Horace 
Nelson   Lorman  horn  Janu.aiv    11,   1911. 
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3.  CLii-cr,c\^  :i;nc;;^uc  I""(jririun  horn  January  11, 
1881.  Anna  \V:>  ,,;  -rron  Ervir.^  horn  Ocrohcr  i,  1889. 
They  were  married  Octoh>cr  i,  1907.  Have  tv.'o  sons. 
Kanson  I'-rving  h'orman,  horn  August  i6,  1908.  Beverly 
Montague  Fornvan, horn  Novenihcr  2  r ,   1910. 

5.  AlfrC(.i  Src;ihenson  l)Grn  in  Nor:;i  Saiein,  Mis- 
souri, I*Y-hruarv'  19,  i860.  Died  in  If-nterj^risc,  Missouri, 
March  4,  1862. 

6.  John  I'ittman  Stephenson  horn  near  i'lnrerprise, 
Missouri,  January  i,  1862.  Married  Minnie  S.  Presser, 
January    5,     1887.       Ilavc    four     children,    viz:      fdcrmia 

Stephenson.      Married Ivcncdy.     John    Pitrman, 

David  and  Margaret  Stephenson. 

7.  Nicholas  Peyton  Stephenson  horn  in  Linneus, 
Missouri,  December  16,  1863, single. 

8.  Margaret  Stephenson  horn  in  Linneus,  Missouri, 
November  19,  1865.  Married  Peter  Thompson  Abell, 
July  12,  1884.  Have  one  son,  Cecil  Thompson  Ahelh 
born  December  i,  1890. 

(To  h.er  %vc  are  under  obligations  for  the  records  of 
Wm.  J.  Robards  and  descendants.) 
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